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PREFACE 


A residence foi even so brief a period as foui years in a 
distant land suffices to imbue one with a wholesome contempt 
for the globe-tiottei who imagines that a stay of a few weeks 
m a stiange country, 01 a hasty journey acioss it, is enough 
to enable him to wiite an exhaustive account of that countiy 
and to pose ever afterwaids as an authority upon its consti- 
tution and mode of government, and upon the social and 
intellectual condition of its people A sledge journey across 
Asiatic Eussia, undei taken by one whose knowledge of the 
language is baiely extensive enough to enable him to make 
his wants known, does not qualify him to pass an opmion 
upon the administration of the Siberian piovmces or upon 
the commeicial and mdustnal futuie of a tiact of country 
coveiing an aiea consideiably greatei than the whole of 
Europe This book pietends, theiefore, to be nothing more 
than a tiuthful recoid of a journey in which no English 
authoi has pieceded the present writei. Other Enghsh 
tiavellers have, it is tiue, tiaveised the same giound, or 
almost the same giound, m summei, and have written then 
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experiences , but Sibena undei fiost find snow d liters so 
vastly fiom Sibena m the aspects in winch Di Lansdell, 
foi instance, has descnbed it, that an apology foi the piesent 
account is less needed than it might otlieiwise be As a 
lecord of a journey undei conditions ut'teily stiange to most 
English leadeis it is hoped that it will not be found without 
mteiest, though the illness and subsequent death of the com- 
rade, from whose keen observation, as well as from his facile 
pencil, the authoi had anticipated gieat and valuable assist- 
ance, have undoubtedly lobbed it of much of its mteiest. 

But although the authoi has tued to avoid touching 
upon questions m legal d to which a superficial observation 
might have led him into enoi, theie is one subject on which 
it is impossible foi him to be altogethei silent * What is 
the tiuth about the convict system?’ ‘ Is the fate of the 
exiles as tenible as has been lepiesented ? ’ These aie the 
questions with which one who has recently been m Sibena 
is assailed on eveiy hand And since such knowledge as 
the author has been enabled to glean on these subjects has 
been entuely gamed at second hand, it is peihaps better 
that the question should be dealt with heie than m the body 
of the woik 

In 1879 the Bev Di Hemy Lansdell tiavelled thiough 
Sibena, aimed with a letter from the Mmi stei of the 
Intel lor which opened all the pnson doois to Tnm On his 
return to England he published an account of his tiavels 
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in which he completely whitewashed the Eussian authonties 
and expiessed the conviction that, ‘on the whole, if a 
Eussian exile behaves himself decently web, he may in 
Siberia be moie comfortable than in many, and as comfoit- 
able as m most, of the pnsons of the woild.’ In 1885 Mr. 
GeoigeKennan, accompanied by Mi GeoigeA Fiost, staited 
on an expedition to Sibena foi the expi ess pui pose of * mak- 
ing a caieful study of the exile system ’ The judgment he 
had at that time foimed was, he tells us, that the system 
had been ‘gieatly misiepiesented by prejudiced writers’ 
So he infoimed Mi. Vlangalh, the then Assistant Mmistei 
of Foieign Affans Since then Mi Kennan has pubhshed 
to the woild some of the lesults of his investigations And 
‘ if,’ he says, ‘ the opinions which I now hold differ fiom those 
which I expiessed to Mi Ylangalli in 1885, it is not because 
I was then insincere, but because my views have since been 
changed by an ovei whelming mass of evidence ’ 

Which opmion is conect — that of Di Lansdell, or that 
of Mi Geoige Kennan? The piesent authoi can claim 
peifect impartiality on the question So fai as the dispu- 
tants, if they may be called so, aie concerned, his peisonal 
sympathies would be with Di Lansdell, thi ough whose kind- 
ness m providing him with a general intioduction he made 
many valued fuends duimg his journey, and the unvaned 
kindness and com tesy which heieceived fi om Eussian officials 
and people would have been enough to dismiss fiom his 
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mind any piejudice, had it existed} against [Russia 01 the 
Russian Government. But such mfoimation as he and his 
companion weie able to gathei was totally op]iosed to the 
opinions of Di Lansdell and m accoid with the conclusions 
to which the latei tiavellei has come. The veiy difference 
in the methods of the two men and their fitness foi the task 
of investigation is sufficient of itself to laiso a stiong pie- 
sumption as to the side on which tiuth lies. The one fact 
that X)r Lansdell was ignoiant of the language and was 
compelled, in regaid to eveiythmg which he did not actually 
see with his own eyes, to lely almost entuely upon such 
information as the Government officials chose to supply him 
with, lendeis his account p mil facie of mfinitely less value 
than that of Mi Kennan, whose familianty with Russian 
enabled him to gathei his mfoimation fiom innumerable 
souices. 

The present authoi’s duect experience on the subject is 
confined to the meeting of a few convoys of exiles on the 
road, and to the casual inspection of the outside walls of 
seveial pnsons and ctapes But he was able to gathei the 
opinions of foieign residents m Siberia as to the aceiuacy of 
Di. LansdelTs account. Theie weie but two, it is true, 
who appealed willing to open then mmds quite fieely on 
the point, most of the otheis being moie 01 less closely con- 
nected with the Russian admimstiative system. But these 
two weie both men to whose extensive knowledge of Asiatic 
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Bussia Di. Lansdell was indebted foi many of the facts 
1 elated m * Thiough Sibena , ’ and they aie both emphatic- 
ally of the opmion that the learned doctoi had been imposed 
upon 4 Don’t you think,’ asked Mi. Then of one of them, 
4 that thuigs were 44 set up ” foi Di Lansdell 'm the pusons 
— that they “saw him commg ” ? ’ 4 Undoubtedly,’ was the 
l eply. 4 S till, ’ l emai ked the pi esent wi itei , the stones which 
used to be lelated in England of the suffenngs of pohtical 
pnsoneis m Sibena, weie doubtless to some extent exagge- 
rated 9 ’ ‘Haidly at all, it would haidly be possible to 
exaggeiate them,’ was the lejomdei 

In his moie lecent woik on 4 Eussian Cential Asia,’ 
Di Lansdell has leplied at gieat length to those who 
aigued that he had been deceived by the Eussian pnson 
authonties, who had been warned befoiehand of his visits 
He admits, howevei, that two of his fnends living m 
Sibena and Eussia shaied in this behef. One of these 
he mentions by name , the othei may j)0ssibly have been 
one of the two Sibenaii lesidents lefened to above But 
the opinion stiongly impiessed upon the mind of the 
pi esent wntei — an opmion which was completely shaied by 
lus companion of the voyage — is that although Di Lansdell 
has dispelled some enoneous ideas and dispioved some false 
stones m legaid to Bussia’s tieatment of hei pnsoneis, 
pohtical and social, he has been misled into piesenting a 
pictuie of Sibenan pnson management which is fai too 
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roseate-hued, and wlncli docs infinitely moic cicdit to tho 
Russian Government than is desen cd Having fiist lieai d 
when m the heait ol Sibena of the gicat and noble voile m 
which Mi Geoi ge Kennan had then been so 1 ccontly engaged, 
the authoi cannot omit the opportunity of healing testimony 
to the high opinion entei tamed tlieio as to the unspaimg 
pains which Mi Kennan bad taken to amve at the tiutli, 
and as to the value his voik was likely to have m placmg 
befoie Amencan and English leadcis a leliable account of 
the suffeungs of Sibenan pusoneis 

Since the completion of the jouinej 7 lieie nanated a 
woile has been pi ojected which, when completed, will lcndei 
summei tiavellmg m Sibena fai easier than m the past. 
The connection of Tomsk and Stietensk by lail on eitliei 
side with the Baikal Sea, and the building of a fui tlicr 1 ailv ay 
horn Lake Khanka to Vladivostok, will, if competed, enable 
the tiavellei to cioss the tw r o entne continents of Eiuopc 
and Asia by steam Undoubtedly it will, foi both comma cial 
and stiategic puiposes, be a great and impoitant w oik But 

of its piospective commeicial value some immensely e\agge- 
lated estimates have been foimed. It has even been spoken 
of as a foimidable uval to the Canadian Pacific Baihvay. 
But when it is lemembeied that foi half the yeai the navi- 
gation of the uveis is stopped by ice, and that when open 
the Amui is so shallow that the light-diaught steameis 
which ply on its surface aie not unfiequently compelled to 
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stop foi want of watei , and when one lecoliectsthe Sequent 
embaikations and disembarkations which will still be neces- 
saiy, it mast be conceded that it will take moie than these 
connecting links of 1 ail way to lendei this a very semceable 
loute for passengeis and caigo to and horn the Fai East 
Eoi the tounst on pleasuie bent, the wmtei journey by 
sledge will still, with all its haidships and inconveniences, 
have something to lecommend it over the mosquitoes, the 
heat, the chit, and the discomfoit of Sibenan steamboat 
tiavellmg as it has been descubed by summei voyagers 
The authoi has endeavouied to maintain a leasonable 
amount of unifoimity m the transhteiation of Russian 
names , but the anomalies of English spelling render it 
difficult to indicate the piopei pionunciation without having 
lecouise to an elaboiate system of phonetics which would 
be out of place m a book of this land If, howevei, the 
leadei will pionounce the lettei ‘ u’ like ‘ o o’ m boot, and 
* 1 ’ like ‘ ee ’ in feet, 01 * 1 ’ m * fit,’ and will give to the 
othei letteis then common English sound, e ch ’ bemg pio- 
nounced as m ‘ chat,’ ‘ zh ’ like ‘s’ m ‘ vision,’ and ' kh ’ 
like the Scottish guttiual in ‘loch,’ he will not go so veiy 
fai wiong 

L F G-. 

Hampstead October, 1889 



CONTENTS 


CHAPTEB I 

INTEODUCTOBY 

PAGE 

The conception of the idea — A host of advisers — Encouragements and 
warnings — Our forerunners m Siberian travel— Mr Michie — Pro- 
fessor Milne — The Western Union Extension Telegraph Company 
— Mr Kennan — The Eev Dr Lansdell — M Bussell Killough — M 
Meignan — Mr Thomas Duff— Farewell to Shanghai— Nagasaki — 
Fusan — Gensan 1 


CHAPTER H 

COBEA 

The opening of the Hermit Kingdom — Political crises — Chemulpo — A 
ndeto the capital— Ma po— Seoul— Pak-tung— The massacre of 
1882 — Interview with a Corean prince — A night ride from Seoul 
— Port Hamilton — Gensan— Arrival at Vladivostok 10 


CHAPTER IH 

VLADIVOSTOK 

The first sight of Siberia — Bussian officers and German merchants — 

A Siberian hotel — Landing baggage — A five weeks' delay — Danes, 
Germans, English, and Americans — Sunshine and frost — Public 
buildings — Mexican dollars and Bussian roubles —Expenses of the 
journey — Sledges — Outfit— Life in Vladivostok — Drunkenness and 
gambling — A suicide’s funeral — A German brewery — Tigers — A 
big bag — A German Singing Club— Vodka— Bussian robbers and 
Manza pirates . . 33" 



XVI 


CONTENTS 


CHAPTER IV 

DEER-STALKING IN EASTERN SIBERIA 

l 

A voyage in the Anna— The beginning of winter— Close quailcrs— 
Perog - Strelok Bay— An abandoned Finnish settlement— A life 
of adventure— A steady nerve— A smoky chimney— The samovar 
— Deer stalking in the snow— Human dcci —The moccasins of the 
savage— A lechristemng— Waiy deer— An improvised tca-lcettlo— 
Blood stained tiger tracks m the snow — A dead shot— Our bag — 

A feast of dcci’s liver— Siberian venison— Botmn to Vladivostok 

CHAPTER V 

VLADIVOSTOK — THE ST 1RT 

Ocean sledging —Wanted, snow and 100— A snowfall and a transforma- 
tion — A jovial Ispiavmk— * Set clias * — * British arrogance ’ — A 
friend in need —Passports and podoiorlinajns— Cattle-lifting— An 
officer and a perfect gentleman— Exasperating delays — The last 
trip of the Baikal— Dismal forebodings — Parasites and kidnappers 
— A Russian dish— A purga— Moic delays— Off at last 

CHAPTER VI 

VLADIVOSTOK TO KHABAROVKA 

Good bye to Vladivostok— The effects of the purga— Fust experiences of 
Toad sledging— Sledge bolls — The first post station— Ten drinking 
in Russia — Wellington bellows— Sledging by night — Anunw elcome 
equine visitor— Tigrova— Rasdolnoi— Fall of the thermometer — 
Nikolsk— Kamen RuibololT — An unexpected meeting and a wel- 
come rest — The Khanka Lake — Marvellous effects of frost and 
storm— Slow piogress— Frost bitten yemsluks— Libellous loyalty 
— Russian emigrants— Ho had nevei heard of London— The Sun- 
gaoha— The borders of China— The mails— An affectionate starosta 
— The Ussuri — The perfection of sledging — Sibenan post-stations 
and peasants' homeB— Kazakevitch — Ai rival at Khabarovha 

CHAPTER VII 

KHABAROVKA TO BLAGOVESTCHENSK 

The capital of the Primorsk— A miserable hotel— A Christmas dinner 
— Shtehee and cutlets— Beware of officials— Driving tandem — The 



CONTENTS 


XVII 


Amur Eiver — A dreaiy steppe— A midnight collision — Thirty-six 
hours through falling snow— Badde — A pleasant meeting— The 
family sledge — Bacmg on the road — A long cold drive by night — 

A frosty sapper and an altercation — No snow— A station master 
takes a fancy to our sledge— An encounter and a victory — We 
proceed with five horses— The battle renewed — Another victory 
and a rough nde — A drive m a tarantas and a frozen nose— Entry 
into Blagovestchensk 104 


CHAPTER vnr 

BLAGOVESTCHENSK 

The City of Glad Tidings — A decent hotel — How Siberians wash — 
Among friends — The pleasures of hospitality — A cunous sledge — 
Foreign testimony as to life in Siberia— A comfortable home— 

— Foreign merchants and German officials — A new postal adminis- 
tration — A fiozen market— Effects of the cold — A royal gift — A 
new podorazhnaya — Pairs and troikas — Molokans~OS up the 
Amui 123 


CHAPTER IX 

BLAGOVESTCHENSK TO ALBAZIN 

The beauties of the Amur — The Siberian moon — Collisions — Buriat 
Cossacks — Missionaiy work among the Buriats — Slow travelling 
— ‘ Pochta boodit ’ — Effects of the cold — Sleepy yemshiks— Anatty 
post-station — Pairs andtioihas — Burning oold — Camels and oxen 
— The cowardly wolf — Private horses — Eussian bargains — The 
Bunats again — Drunken yemshiks — The duga — Cossacks on the 
spree — A lonely post station — Deer and deerskins — A meeting 
with old friends — The Siberian carpenter— A dangerous drive — 
Albazin . 13G 


CHAPTER X 

ALBAZIN TO STEETENSK 

Chemigovski— Albazin and its sieges— An elevated starosta— Embar- 
rassing hospitality — The sentinel deserts his post — Off to Stretensk 
— An unfortunate family — Gently downhill — The feunats agam — 
An irascible Polish exile— Farewell to the Cossacks— Up the Shilha 

a 



xvm 


CONTENTS 


TAGF, 

River — The Seven Cardinal Sins— Restlcssioposo— Returning lioises 
— Good bye to the vasliok— A Chinese merchant — Stietonsk — A 
rude hotel — English again— A tionsmitting station — Tapping the 
wires — Borsli and pilmimes— On tho load again . 162 

CHAPTER XI 

STEETENSK TO VEEKHNE UDINSK 

The shallow Slnlka — An infantile yemsluk — In a snowduft — A novel 
• equipage ’ — Neichinsk— A millionaire’s palace — Clnta — A snow- 
less traot — Siberian flies— Taiantas tiavclling — A eomiot tiam — 

An attack on tho post— Double murder and robbeiy — Tho Ynb- 
lonoi Mountains— Oui sledge again— The shrine on tho mountains 
— A smash — The land of the Bunats— Tho taiantns onco more— 

A long cold ride — Thiougli tho woods— The Uda Rim — Veiklinc 
Udinsk 178 


CHAPTER XII 

ACEOSS THE BAIKAL TO IKKUTSK 

Veikhne Udinsk — The Kiakhta load— Maimniclnn and Uiga — An in- 
fant starosta — A day of lest— House sparrows — Tho stnrosta in 
trouble— The Selenga — Ei eight caravans — Pitfalls— Nearing the 
Baikal — Kabansk — Alittle Siberian tiavcller— Misluklunsk— Over 
the Baikal— Icy caves — Ominous fissuics— The wreck of a post- 
station — Mock suns — Listvinichnaya — A wilderness of freight 
sledges— The customs station— A two hours’ block — An unappe- 
tising supper — Rough travelling— A glorious sunrise— English 
literature in Siberia — Irkutsk 192 

CHAPTER XIH 

IRKUTSK TO TOMSK 

The Pans of Siberia — The great file— Ivan Paohaboff — A civilised 
hotel — A Siberian vapour-bath — A corduioy road — The caravan 
horse— A lost breakfast— Tulunovsk — Nizhni Udinsk — Siberian 
roads— Damages and repairs — Sledge races— Krasnoyarsk — A 
kindly Englishman — Western Sibena — A tram of convicts — Bleep- 
ing men’s souls — An unexpected visitor — The woistroad on record 
—Tomsk 206 



CONTENTS 


XIX 


CHAPTER XIY 

TOMSK TO TIUMEN 

PAGE 

The boundary of steam communication — Companions and a change of 
route — Omsk — Siberian music— Off again— A meagre dinner— A 
purga— Private horses and private post stations — In the family 
bedrooms — Homespun — Cheap bread — Beggars — Tiukahnsk — 
Nearing the railway — Quick travelling — Tiumen 230 


CHAPTER XV 

TIUMEN TO MOSCOW 

English faces— An Englishman among the Samoyedes — A 1 ail way 
journey — The road to Irbit — Irbit Pair — The city of a month — 
Business and pleasure — Natural food preservation — A heavy bill 
— A sledging steeplechase— Back to Tiumen— A Sibenan squire— 
Mashmtza— Farewell to Tiumen — The Tiumen-Perm Bailway — 
Luxunous travelling versus speed— Ekaterinburg and its gems— 

Asia, the Urals, Europe — Perm — Sledging in Europe— A posting 
monopoly — Snowploughs — A road surveyor — Tatar caravans — 

The miseries of Lent — Kazan — Up the Volga — Vasil Sursk — 
Nizhni Novgorod — A deserted city — Moscow— A retrospect — The 
death of Mr Uren 240 



/ 



/ 

/ 


LIS']/ OF ILLUSTRATIONS 


Russian Officer 

Russian Officer— Vladivostok 35 

Chinaman in Winter CLOTnrs 30 

Corban Coolie at Vladivostok 37 

Winter Uniform 39 

Self and Goring in our Travelling Paint 45 

Cabin or the Anna Home or Si\ People For a Week 

Steelok Bay 54 

Siberian Stovt 70 

Our Sledge, rite Troika 79 

In Travelling Furs 81 

YeMSHIK— BY AN INSIDE pASSENGEr 81 

Oub Houses make a Call on the Nest Passenger 87 

The Road on the Khanka Lake 92 

Siberian Post station — Khanka Lake . 93 

Leaving Khabarovka— an indifferent Road 107 

A Stoppage Oub Yehshik tpies to knock down a Tree 108 
Siberian Post-road on Lower Amur 110 

Station- juster and Chum at Kliochi explain in Russian 

THAT WE MUST LEAVE OUR SLEDGE WITH HIM, UNLESS Wr 
PAY HIM 30 ROUBLES TO DRIVE US BY SOME BOAD THAT HE 
KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT 1 \ 1 117 

Station-master in the Act of solemnly declaring that 

with less than rcvn horses he cin’t go anywhere 118 
On the Road to Gulchina— no Snow 119 

View of Gowing’s Nose after it was touched by the 

Frost 120 

The Last Mile into Blagovestchensk 121 

Frozen Fish and Milk at Blagovestchensk 131 

A Manza On Sledge for Freight 150 

Gently down a Hill 166 

The Best Station-master we saw 190 

Boys Skating on Sidewalk, Irkutsk 207 

The Freight Caravan Horslwho gives it up 215 

An overturned Kerosine Sledge — Lost from a Caravan 216 

What a Siberian calls a Ploka Doroga 228 

Boy Tobogganing 246 



FIVE THOUSAND MILES 
IN A SLEDGE 


CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY 


The conception of the idea — A host of advisers — Encouragements and 
warnings — Our forerunners in Siberian travel — Mr Miclne — Pro- 
fessor Milne — The Western Union Extension Telegraph Company — 
Mr Herman — The Eev Dr Lansdell — M Eussell Killongh — M 
Meignan — Mr Thomas Duff-Farewell to Shanghai — Nagasaki — 
Fusan — Gensan 


It was midday, and we weie seated lound the tiffin-table 
when the idea was fiist mooted. The swinging punkah 
oveihead tempeied with a gentle bieeze the fieice moist 
heat of a Shanghai August day, and the white glaie 
outside only leached us mellowed and subdued by filia- 
tion thiough the leed blinds suiioundmg the veiandah 
‘Jack,’ the tall, buily, beaming-faced Chinese head-boy, 
waB busily employed m the dispensation of cooling hquois, 
and we weie one and all anayed m the loose white 
gaiments which foim the summei costumes of exiles in 
the Eai East. But in spite of all that the aits of crnli- 
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sation could do to mitigate tlie ngour of a sub-tiopical 
sun, the idea of gliding tlnough endless tiacts of ice and 
snow, with the theimometei at unheaid-of depths below 
zeio, pioved singulaily pleasing and attiactrve at that 
moment 

The foitunate man of busmess or meichant’s cleilc 
whose lot is cast m Shanghai, the gay metiopolis of the 
Far East, sometimes assumes a tone of pity foi his less 
favouied comiades who aie smuggling along in the keen 
lace foi existence in the Old Countiy. I have heaid many 
an old China resident declaie that Shanghai is the best 
place in the woild to hve in, and that nothing less than 
the awaid of a double fiist puze m the Manila Lotteiy, 01 
some othei semi-miiaculous chance which should make him 
the possessor of a handsome foi tune, would induce lnm to 
take up his lesidence permanently in England My futuie 
camarade de voyage , Mr Uien, of the Eastern Extension 
Telegiaph Company, though by no means an old resi- 
dent, was stiongly imbued with this unpatiiotic notion. 
‘England,’ he was wont to declaie, ‘is a capital countiy 
to hve out of and boast about , ’ but even he had sufficient 
love for his native land to look foiwaid with eagei antici- 
pation to a coming twelvemonth’s fuilough, which would 
enable him to pay a tempoiary visit to Old England For 
my part, I had deteimined, aftei a foui yeais’ lesidence in 
Shanghai, to break thiough the fascinations of Fai Eastein 
life before they obtained too strong a hold on me ; and on 
this sultry August day in 1885 we weie discussing the 
respective ments of the vauous loutes horn China to 
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England My futuie comiade declaied that he had foi 
some tune entertained the idea of making his way home 
thiough Sibena in the middle of wintei, but unfoitunately 
he had nevei been able to find anyone mad enough to 
accompany him, and he had consequently abandoned the 
notion. I at once stepped into the bieach, and within five 
mmutes the journey was, in oui minds, an accomphshed 
fact. 

Oui fuends lound the tiffin- table smiled knowingly, 
and insinuated that as the yeai declined and the days grew 
eoolei, so also would oui aidoui Certainly, m the midst 
of the wintiy east winds which compensate the lesidents 
of Shanghai for the tiopical heat of summei, the piojected 
journey did not beai quite so pleasant an aspect, but, 
nevertheless, oui puipose enduied Vanous obstacles 
necessitated oui postponing its execution till the wintei of 
1886 , but in the meantime we consulted all the authonties 
we could find on the subject, placed ouiselves m communi- 
cation with foieigneis lesident in Vladivostok, which we 
settled upon as the base of our journey, and geneially 
peifected oui plans. Fiom the foreigneis in Vladivostok 
to whom we obtained mtioductions we leceived the most 
kindly piomises of assistance , and although fiom many 
friends m China we were ovei whelmed with due warnings 
of the peiilous nature of our piojected enterpnse, we were 
consoled by the reflection that the daikness of the pictuies 
was generally in direct pioportion to the ignoianee of oui 
informants in legal d to eveiything connected with Sibenan 
travel. 
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Fiorn the accounts of eailici tiavelleis acioss Sibcua 
•we could obtain but little mfoimation to assist us m 
maiming oui plans Duiing tlie last twenty 01 tliiity 
yeais some half a dozen 01 moie English lesidonts in the 
Eai East have made then way home thiough Noithcin 
Asia, and some two 01 three of these have placed then 
expenences upon lecoid; but m neaily eveiy case they 
have made then way thiough Peking, across the Mongolian 
deseit, by Uiga, Kiakhta, and Veiklmo XJdinsk to the 
Baikal Sea, and have thus been unable to give at fust 
hand any descuption whatevei of travel in Eastern Sibena 
Moieovei, they had neaily all veiy natuially chosen the 
summei foi then journey, and the conditions of wmtei and 
summei tiavelhng in Sibena aie so vastly difteient that 
this lendered the accounts of oui piedeccssoiB almost 
entuely valueless to us 

One of the r fiist English residents m China to -whom 
the idea of malung hiS way homewaid by the noitliein 
route seems to have occuned was Mr Alexandei Michie, 
still, I believe, a resident m the Fai East, who published 
a descuption of his journey m 1864, and fifteen yeais latei 
Piofessoi Milne, now celebiated foi his impoitant seismo- 
logical leseaiches m Japan, undeitook a snmlai exploit, an 
account of which he subsequently lead befoie the Asiatic 
Society of Japan In 1882, while on my way to China, 
Piofessoi Milne and I happened to be fellow-voyageis on 
board the Fiench mail steamei Oxus, and fiom him I fiist 
learnt something of the kind of adventure which voyageis 
in Sibena have to expect At that time I had as little idea 
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of tiavelhng aeioss Noitkein Asia as of making a journey 
to the moon, but tbiee yeais latei, when the adventme 
was suggested to me, the piofessoi’s descaptions recuired 
to my memoiy, though how far they influenced me m my 
decision to attempt the journey I have been unable to 
deteimme 

Since Captain John Dundas Cockiane’s account of his 
adventuious pedestiian torn m Siberia m the eaily part of 
this centxuy, a numbei of woiks on Noitkein Asiatic tiavel 
have appealed fiom the pens of Fiench, Amencan, and 
Enghsh wnteis In 18G5 an expedition staited fiom 
Amenca foi the puipose of suiveymg the noith of Sibena 
and electing an oveiland telegiaph lme fiom Behring’s 
Stiaits to Em ope, to be connected by a shoit cable aeioss 
the stiaits with a similai land lme sti etching horn Alaska 
to New England The enteipuse was abandoned two yeais 
latei owing to the success of the uval scheme foi laying an 
ocean cable aeioss the Atlantic , but seveial of the haidy 
spnits who volunteeied foi this hazaidous expedition have 
since published in Anienca tkiilling accounts of then ad- 
ventuies, by fai the best being fiom the pen of Mi Geoige 
Kennan Not one of them, howevei, has descubed at any 
length the featuies of an oidmary mid wm ter journey over 
the gieat highway of Asiatic Russia 

Of the compaiatively few Enghsh and Fiench tiavelleis 
who have ciossed the western boundaiy of Asia, those who 
have penetiated to Eastern Sibena could easily be counted 
on the fingeis of a single hand Foremost among them is 
the Rev Di Heniy Lansdell, who in 1879 crossed Sibena 
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fiom the TJials to the Pacific as the pioneci of missionaiy 
woik among the Russian exiles The outcome of this 
journey, Di. Lansdell’s ‘Thiough Sibena,’ is undoubtedly 
the fullest and most accuiate description of the countiy 
■which has yet appealed. But Ins also was a summer 
tup, and the only two detailed descnptions of post-sledging 
along the gieat Noithem Asiatic loute which have been 
published aie fiom the pens of Fiencli tiavellcis The 
fiist of these, M Heniy Russell-Killougli, left Peteis- 
buig m Novembei 1858, intending to pass out of Asiatic 
Russia at Kiakhta and make his way thiough China He 
leached Pekmg m safety , but, much to Ins disgust, was 
pi evented fiom pioceedmg faithei, and made to letiace Ins 
steps ovei the Mongolian deseit By the time he legained 
the Sibenan highway the wmtei was neaily at an end, and 
he continued Ins journey by watei, steaming the whole 
way along the Shilka and Ainui to Nikolaovsk, whence lie 
pioceeded to Japan His tiavels have nevei been tians- 
lated into English. The othei wmtei voyagei is M Yictoi 
Meignan, who left Pans on Octobei 25, 1878, and amved 
in Iikutsk m the middle of the following Febiuaiy The 
fatigues of the journey having affected Ins health he le- 
mamed some weeks m Iikutsk, had a dangeious passage 
in his sledge ovei the Baikal, owing to a thaw having set 
in, and ciossed Mongolia to Pekmg and Tientsm m the 
spang An English tianBlation of M Meignan’s account 
of his journey appealed some four yeais ago, and only 
leached Shanghai aftei our tup had been decided upon It 
contained the fiist authontative opinion which we had 
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then been able to obtain as to the advantages and dis- 
advantages of such a journey as that we pioposed to make. 
In concluding the account of his tiavels M. Meignan 
says* 

‘My leadeis, perhaps, will wondei what could have 
induced me to have undei taken so wearisome a journey : I 
had imagined the blight side of it only then, but now I 
have seen the other I can advise them not to follow my 
example; foi though theie aie many novel, giand, and 
shaking scenes of natuie, accompanied with much excitmg 
adventuie, still they aie not to be enjoyed in so ngoious a 
•climate as that of Siberia in wintei without incurring much 
haidship, and even a ceitarn exposuie to a considerable 
share of dangei ’ 

This was not veiy encoui aging But we did not allow 
•oui selves to become dispiuted, especially as we subse- 
quently discoveied that M Meignan’s views weie not held 
by all who had shaied his experiences Mr. Thomas Duff, a 
Butish meichant in China, who made the wintei journey a 
cpiaitei of a centuiy ago or moie, but who has never 
written an account of his tiavels, described it to us as one 
piolonged enjoyable picnic, and assuied us that nothing 
but family ties pi evented him fiom at once staitmg off to 
lepeat the experiment In this conflict of evidence we 
lesolved to decide the question for oui selves, and on 
October 30, 1886, haring exchanged paitmg gieetmgs with 
our fnends, some of whom bade us a mournful faiewell in 
the Aim belief that we weie doomed to ornament the 
steppes of Noithem Asia with oui frozen coipses, we 



8 


INTRODUCTORY 


embaiked on boaid the Japanese steamei Yokohama Maui, 
and weie soon gliding down tbo Iluangpu Enei to the 
bioad mouth of the Yangtsze-Kiang 

As we steamed slowly down towaids the Woosung 
Forts, the extensive Chinese battenes which guard the 
enhance to the uvei on which Shanghai stands, a hne 
of signal flags was suddenly hoisted at the little telcgiapli 
station where the submanne cables aie landed, and the 
captain, dnecting his glasses to this quaitci, mfoimed us 
that the message lead • ‘ Good-bye , pleasant voyage.’ It 
was om last communication with the land which foi four 
yeais had been my home. A few houis latei we had 
emeiged from the mouth of the gieat Yangtsze Paver, and 
were bucking heavily against a choppy sea outside On 
some of us the motion soon began to have its effect. 
Captain Haswell, of the Yokohama Maiu, has descuedly 
gained the leputation of keeping the best table to bo found 
m any steamei plying in the China and Japan wateis— 
and this is no small compliment, foi they know liow r to 
live in the Fai East , but neveitheless, duiing the slioit 
passage to Nagasaki, theie weie many of us w T lio felt 
disinclined to put his leputation to the test 

On the morning of November 1, some forty-foui houie 
after leaving Shanghai, we entered the lovely haiboui oi 
Nagasaki, with the pietty little Japanese town nestling at 
the feet, and villa lesidences of the foieign meicliants and 
consuls dotting the slopes, of the beautifully tinted hills 
which sunound it on eveiy side. Heie my comiade and 1 
transferred ouiselves and oui belongings to the Takachhc 
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J/innf, anothei lino stcamei of the Japanc c c mail line, 
plying between Nagasaki, Coiea, anti Yladnoslok. X 
sixteen horns’ run biougkt us to the town of Fusan, one 
of the three newl> opcnetl poits of the little kingdom of 
Coiea The foieign settlement, its population consisting 
of half a dozen Euiopcnns and a few bundled Japanese, 
ollered but few atti actions to us, and we accordmgh 
occupied the brief peiiod of out stay m scorning Dcei 
Island — an islet at the enhance to the harboiu — m 
scaith of game We caught sight m the distance of a 
single specimen of the quadiupeds who ha\c gnen then 
name to the island, but we did not succeed m bagging 
him, and letuincd to the ship with onh a few quail to 
compensate us foi oui failuie 

The next morning at daylight we wcie once moic undei 
wax , and the da} aftei at noon we anchoicd in the prett} 
haiboui of Genian, the most noithcil} of the Corean open 
ports The cia 7} C'orcan boats, meted with wood and h.mng 
not a sciap of iron in their composition, aic onh tit foi di«- 
ehaigmg cargo m a pcifcctl} calm for accompanied b} line 
weather, and the absence of this f.nouiablc conjunction of 
ciicumstances occasioned us a tluee daxs’ dclax 
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CHAPTER II 
cohea 

■The opening of the Hcimit Kingdom — Political ciiscs — Chemulpo — A 
nde to the capital — Mn po — Seoul — Pak tung — Tho massacre of 
1882 — Interview with a Corean prmce — A night nde from Seoul — 
Port Hamilton — Gensan — Arrival at Vladivostok. 

It was not orn fiist visit to Coiea Mi. Then and I had 
been companions m an expedition to the Hermit Kingdom 
just twelve months befoie. The countiy had then not long 
been exposed to the gaze of cuiioub foieigneis, and the 
steamer Ashmgton, which caiiied ns, was, m fact, the 
fiist Bntisk mei chant ship which had ever entered the 
eastern poit of Gensan 01 Ynensan. 

But Coiea had akeady passed tlnougk seveial political 
cuses since her enhance into the comity of nations, and 
she was just at the height of another at the time of 
oui visit Hen von MollendoifT, the advisei and Foreign 
Mmistei of the Coiean king, whose royal mastei had 
ennobled his ancestois for several geneiations back inoider 
to lendei him eligible foi an office which only an lieiedi- 
taiy nobleman might occupy, had just fallen into disgrace. 
He had been accused of attemptmg to thiow Corea into 
-the aims of Prussia, and although he had not then left the 
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countiy, as he was afteiwaids compelled to do, he had 
been lelieved of his offices as Eoieign Mimstei and Inspector- 
•Geneial of Customs England had only a few months 
before seized on the islands sunoundmg Poit Hamilton, 
and the Russian scale was still at its height A yeai 
befoie, the establishment of a legulai postal system had 
been fiustiated on the day of its mauguiation by an emeute 
and a general massacie But this had not altogethei 
■checked enteipuse, foi the Ashmgton boie to Chemulpo, 
the poit of Seoul, all the machineiy foi settmg up a 
mint ; and on the veiy day of oui arnval a telegraph line 
was opened fiom the poit to the capital. 

The poit of Chemulpo is piettily Bituated, with veidure- 
clad hills using on eithei side of it, and distant peaks of 
greatei altitude beyond The town is lathei Japanese than 
Coiean , and the consulate of the Land of the Rismg Sun 
is by foi its most imposing building, quite eclipsing the 
homes of the lepiesentatives of Gieat Butam and China 
On one side of the little town the slopes of the hill were 
dotted ovei with Japanese giavestones, while on the oppo- 
site cliff thiee stones maiked the lesting-places of two 
young officeis and a sailoi of the Amencan navy, and 
foimed the commencement of a foieign city of the dead 
Yeiy pietty views of the haiboui and the sunounding 
country weie obtained fiom the cliffs , and with its biacmg 
and pleasant chmate, and its pietty situation, theie seemed 
a fan piospect of Chemulpo becoming some day a foi- 
midable uval to Chefoo as a summei health-resoit foi 
lesidents in China Its sole natuial diawback is the extra- 
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ordinary use and fall of the tide, which leaves at low water 
a gieat waste of muddy sand stretching along the little hay. 

All the sight-seeing that could be done in the little poit, 
with its scoie or so of Euiopeans and its few bundled 
Japanese and Coieans, was Boon exhausted. The men, in 
then long lobes, then heads coveied by the bioad-binnmcd 
stove-pipe hat of open-woiked horsehan, through which 
could be seen the knot of hail bunched on top of the head, 
had been familiar objects to us m Chma. Anothei foim of 
hat which appeared to be veiy commonly worn was even 
moie stukmg m point of size. This u T as a hugo coveimg 
of coarse stiaw matting, almost completely hiding the head 
and shouldeis of the weaiei fiom view f , and looking far 
moie suitable for loofing a haystack than a human bemg. 
These hats, we were told, foimed pait of the tiappmgs and 
the suits of native male Goiean woe , but as about eveiy 
thud man had thus extinguished himself, it stiuck us that 
if all these men weie m mourning the death-iato of 
Chemulpo must be alaimmgly high. 

Seoul, the capital of the * Land of Moinmg Calm/ is some 
thuty odd miles fiom its seapoit At piesent theie aie two 
ways of malang thejouiney. One may pass the horns squat- 
ting cross-legged in a seatless sedan chan, or one can ude a 
specimen of the Coiean pack-hoise, an undersized, stiff- 
jointed pony, which only occasionally quickens its oidmaiy 
slow walking pace to a peeuliaily disagieeable shambling 
tiot, a veiy bnef contmuance of which is almost sufficient 
to jolt one’s every bone horn its socket. 

We chose the lattei alternative, and at seven o’clock on 
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the moinmg aftei oui auival at Chemulpo oui little paity 
of thiee weie astude thiee sony ponies, whose clumsy 
native saddles had been lemoved and leplaced by thiee of 
Enghsh manufactme loudly placed atom seivice byfoieign 
lesidents at the poit Behind us stiode the thiee owneis 
of the annuals, canyingthen heavy Coiean saddles, as well 
as all oui wiaps and pi 0 visions, these men having undei- 
taken to piovide us with ponies and walk the whole thnty 
miles with then buidens foi a sum m Corean ‘cash ’ which 
would yield them less than eighteenpence a head 

Heie and theie we passed httle villages of thatched 
mud huts, with scoies of childien lunning about in their 
summei costume, consistmg of one httle white jacket, open in 
front, and leaching not quite down to the waist Numbeis 
of caaavans met us on the load, some with long lines of 
magnificent bulls canying huge buidens, which often 
almost hid the beasts fiom sight The men — villageis as 
well as tiavelleis — all appealed well diessed , women weie 
laiely seen at all We saw not a single beggai, a pleasing 
lelief aftei an expenence of tiavellmg m China Eveiy man 
was piovided with a long stiaight pipe and a pouch of 
tobacco, and all we saw tended to confiim what we weie 
aftei waids told at the capital — that, although theie is an 
entne absence of the wealthy mei chants who foim so 
impoitant a class in the Celestial Empne, the abject 
poveity which stales one in the face in eveiy pait of China 
is almost equally unknown. Eveiywheie, too, the people 
weie veiy couiteous and kindly disposed towaids foieigneis, 
and none of the petty insults and annoyances which are 
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inseparable from a journey in tlie inteiioi of China weie 
experienced 

Some houis’ slow plodding biought us to a vast expanse 
of loose sand, beyond which a line of junk-masts told ns 
that at last we weie neaiing the uvei , .and a elustei of 
huts beyond the junks buoyed us up with a false hope 
that the subuibs of Seoul weie at length in sight. This, 
howevei, turned out to be the little livei poit of Ma-po — a 
good hour’s journey from the capital at oui then rate of 
piogiess It was heie, on this stietch of sand, that, less 
than twenty yeais befoie, Bishop Beineux and thiee other 
Blench missionaiies weie put to death with levolting 
toi tures by command of a punce whose letum to Corea 
after a long penod of exile was at that veiy moment expected 
— the Dai In Kun, fathei of his Corean Majesty. 

At the liver a laige feuy-boat was leady to leceive us. 
It contained alieady some two dozen Coieans and a fine 
large bull; but we managed to find space foi our three 
ponies, oui mafoos, or hoisemen, and ouiselves, and the 
whole miscellaneous cargo was soon feined acioss. 

The bamboo, slung acioss the shoulder, common to China 
and Japan, is unknown in Coiea foi eairying weights, 
everything is borne upon the hack. The fi ame on which the 
buiden is rested is a simple device, foimed pimcipally of two 
long naturally foiked pieces of wood, fastened side by side, so 
that when this fiamewoik is strapped on the shouldeis two 
branches of the forks stick out nearly at light angles to the 
back and foim a convenient ledge on which to deposit the 
bundle. One of oni fellow-passengeis on the feiry-boat was 



piovided with a flame of this land on which lested a fine fat 
pig, with his back towaids the giound, and his feet tied 
together and pointing towards the heavens The Iiishman 
doubtless consideis himself supenoi in civilisation to the 
Coiean , but I beheve Paddy, though his difficulties in getting 
the pig home fiom market are proverbial, never yet rose to the 
sublime stroke of genius of strapping the animal to his hack 
The little town of Ma-po, the livei poit of Seoul, looks 
pictuiesque fiom the opposite side of the Han Eivei , but the 
effect is destioyed when one gets into its nanow stieets, 
with all the dutiness and none of the quaintness of a 
Chinese town ; the houses little hettei than thatched mud 
huts, and devoid of the glitteimg signboaids and giotesque 
carvings which aflfoid some slight compensation foi the- 
squaloi and vile odouis of the towns of the Celestial 
Empn-e The shops geneially showed a stock-in-tiade 
which looked as if it might be bought up, with the good- 
will of the business thiown in, foi a veiy few pence. Chillies 
appeared to be the staple aiticle of diet Moie than one 
shop displayed no othei wares, the red pods being piled 
m little heaps of half a dozen each on the pathway in 
fiont of the house. Duiing oui ude, too, we had often 
obseived the roofs of distant houses gleaming a biilhant 
red in the sun, the hue pioving on a neaiei appioach to 
be due to the chilli pepper pods spiead out on the thatched 
loofs to diy. Pipe and tobacco shops were numeious , but 
we saw httle else for sale beyond the bare necessaries of life 
Passing ovei a little hill which faces the river, and on 
which the principal part of the town is situated, we found. 
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oui selves in a pretty valley, Burrounded on every side by 
bills of veiduie and cultivated fields. 

But we weie m no condition to admne scenery. We 
bad been tiavellmg for about ten boms ; our ponies weie 
dead tued, and our goal was nowbeie in sight. Our mafoos 
came to a bait, and seemed undecided as to their road. 
We could do but little m the way of uiging them on, 
because our common vocabulaiy consisted of a single 
woid — Pah-tung — the native name of the compound m 
Seoul foi which we weie bound — the compound m which 
weie situated the headquaiteis of the Corean Customs 
Seivice, and the lesidence of Hen von Mollendoiff. It is 
tiue we could say Pah-tung. Like Mark Twain’s Amencan 
student m Geimany who had leamt to say * Zwei Glas,’ 
we had ‘got that solid.’ But supposing oui mafoos did 
not undei stand it ? Supposing we pronounced the woids 
wrongly, and they weie conducting us to some village far 
in the mtenor with a name of similar sound ? A little lunch 
of which we had partaken at the * halfway house ’ seemed 
far back m the lemote past; one of oui paity of three 
expiessed his willingness to baiter his pony and mafoo and 
all his companions’ baggage— including a satchel of sketch- 
mg apparatus with which the beauties and wonders of Coiea 
weie to be tiansfened to papei— all foi a smgle diaught of 
beer. Luckily for his comrades, the exchange was im- 
possible, and there was nothing foi it but to trudge wearily 
along behind oui mafoos, who led the ponies up a steep 
stony watercourse, through which a tiny stream was 
running. It seemed incredible that this could be the 
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diiect load fiom the uvei poit to the metiopohs and seat 
of government of an ancient kingdom nearly as laige as 
Gieat Butani , hut as we ascended, the long tiain of 
descendmg paek-hoises and cattle, which neai ly blocked 
the nanow path, told us we weie aj»pioachmg a busy 
town, and at length, when we leached the head of the 
wateicouise, we saw m the distance the solid walls and 
well-built gate of the city of Seoul 

"With levived hopes we plodded on, till at length we 
stood be foie the city gate, a typical Chinese election, with j 
its name emblazoned on it m celestial chaiacteis On either 
side of it sti etched lofty well-pieseived walls of sohd ma- 
soniy , and above was a double loof of ciuved tiles, with 
comeis pointing heavenwaids 

But w j e weie not yet at 0111 journey's end We tiudged 
along thiough what seemed an endless succession of 
nanow, duty, winding stieets, till at length, when w r e felt 
convinced that w’e had faced eveiy pomt of the compass at 
least half a dozen times since we enteied the city, we 
amved at a fine, stiaight, bioad thoiougbfaie. It was the 
pnncipal stieet of Seoul, leading fiom one of the city gates 
to the palace of the King. Shops of a slightly bettei class 
than those we had pieviously seen extended along its sides , 
and m fiont of these w'eie stalls with jietty waies exposed 
foi sale. Among the custohieis aiound one of these stalls 
we saw a Coiean lady with a coiffuie which would have 
stiuck envy into the bieast of many of hei Euiopean sisters. 

It was plaited into an enormous chignon, beneath which 
the lady’s face looked a meie pimple m pomt of size 
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Although loth to believe that even a Coiean lady vould 
endeavom to enhance hei* charms by aitifice, -we could 
not feel convinced that the ban uas all liei own It 
seemed impossible that less than a dozen heads could have 
produced such a ciop m a lifetime , and oui suspicions 
weie afteiwaids confiimed by foieign lesidents at the 
capital It was, we weie told, the pioper head-diess for 
a lady of the Court 

A little latei we enteied a couityaid, and oui eyes weie 
cheeied by the sight of a stieet lamp of foieign manu- 
factuie and a cait loaded with foieign furniture. We 
entered Pak-tung, paid off oui cavalcade, and weie soon 
snugly ensconced in a httle boweiy, which seemed scaicely 
less than an eaithly paiadise aftei oui weaiy pilgi image. 
We seemed to be sunounded by all the comfoits of civi- 
lisation compiessed into one httle 100m, lined with book- 
cases containing a choice hbiary, and piettily decorated 
with a profusion of nicknacks and raie woiks of ait. 

Cheered by the heaity welcome which we leceived, and 
splendidly reinvigoiated aftei oui thiisty maich, we weie 
soon in the compound admiring the view of the city which 
it affoided. The city walls stietched foi miles ovei the 
hills, and inclosed within them weie other walls, only less 
extensive, which sunounded the palace giounds, a meie 
• glimpse of the palace loof and summer pavilion being ob- 
tainable above them. In anothei duection was the old 
palace, occupied by the King pievious to the massacie of 
1882 , when the heir apparent, and his wife, and the 
chief Ministers of the Government weie slaughtered, as 
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is believed, at the instigation of the King’s fathei, the Dai 

tt. 

In Kun, the leadei of that Conservative party, which was 
mimical to the opening of the Heimit Kingdom to the 
foieignei. 

Yanous accounts have been given of the origin of this 
massacie, which marked the entiance of Coiea mto the 
comity of nations , but I will give the stoiy as I heaid it 
fiom the bps of a Pimce of the Royal House. The diffi- 
culty which culminated in this massacie, his Highness 
explained, speaking m Chmese through a gentleman who 
was land enough to act as mteipietei, had ansen in the 
fiist instance fiom the attempt of the Dai In Kun to usurp 
to himself poweis which weie vested m the Thione. 
The piedecessoi of his piesent Majesty died leaving no 
neai 1 elation to succeed him, and the choice then fell 
upon the now leigmng King, then a boy of twelve yeais 
old Paiental authonty is no less stiongly insisted upon 
m Coiea than in China , and, all Coiean ethics thus com- 
pelling the young King to be obedient to his father, for 
years the soveieign sway was entnely in the hands of the 
Dai In Kun As the King began to grow up to manhood, 
he began to peiceive that his father’s lule was anything 
but beneficent The Pimce was constantly perfoimmg in 
the name of the King acts of which his Majesty could not 
possibly appiove, and finally these deeds culminated in 
the toituiing and slaughtei of some tens of thousands 
of Roman Cathohc conveits Then at last the King re- 
belled agamst the parental authonty. He pointed out to 
the Dai In Kun that although his duty towaids his father 
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was great, his duty towards those ovei whom he— and not 
his fathei— had been appomted King was greatoi still. 
He pioceeded to degrade some of the many coiiupt and 
incapable men whom the Prince had appointed to high 
offices in the kingdom, and geneially to assume to himself 
the active government of the countiy. The Dai In Kun, 
who had held almost undisputed sway foi ten yeais, was 
not disposed to allow the power to shp away fiom him 
so easily , and the lesult of all this was the conspnacy and 
massacie of 1882 , m which neaily all the puncipal ad- 
viseis of the King m his new hne of policy weie put to 
death, and his Majesty was left almost helpless The 
hfe of the Queen heiself was thieatened, but she managed 
with difficulty to escape; and at this junctuie China sent 
ships and tioops to his Majesty’s assistance, and canied 
away the Dai In Kun as a pusonei of wai. But he 
waB now on his way back , and the Libei al paity, to winch 
the Prince, my mfoimant, belonged, weie m a state of 
trepidation. 

On the morning aftei oui anival in the capital a tele- 
giam horn Chemulpo announced the depaituie of the 
Ashmgton fiom Gensan eaily on the following day. We 
had therefore only time to take a shoit stioll lound the 
city and visit a few shops befoie making oui preparations 
foi the letum journey As we entered the mam stieet we 
saw coming towaids us from the palace a long piocession 
escorting a high official of the Couit, who was borne aloft 
in an uncovei ed chair. The escort maintained a contmuous 
yelling to announce to the woild the appioach of then 
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august mastei , but they maiched in moie oideily fashion 
than the lahble which usually composes a Chinese piocesBion, 
and on the whole they piesented a less ridiculous appear - 
ance The official himself appealed to be habited in the 
oidmary Coiean Couit diess, which we had a bettei oppor- 
tunity of examining on the peison of a Couit official who 
came moie than once to Pak-tung during our shoit stay, 
bringing loyal messages to Hen von Mollendoiff His 
horsehau head-diess had two wings or eats projecting 
horizontally horn the back towaids the light and left, veiy 
similar to those which may be seen in the poitiaits of 
ancient empeiois of China Aiound his waist was a stiff 
gudle, laige enough to encncle two men of his size, and 
his embioidered lobes weie not of the cleanest Altogether 
he piesented veiy much the appeal ance of some of the 
chaiacteis one sees on a Chmese stage when an histoncal 
play is in piogiess, though he was decidedly too shabby 
foi a lespectable theatie 

The ponies of Seoul weie maikedly supenoi to those of 
Chemulpo, and we staited away pietty briskly on the sea- 
waid load, oui mafoos jogging meinly along aftei the 
pomes, undismayed by the dreaiy night maich befoie them. 
Aa lived in the middle of the watei course, by which we had 
appioachedthe city, we weie temporarily stopped by a bull, 
laden with so huge a burden that he had become jammed 
tightly in between the houses on eithei side of the way. 
A contmuous stieam of pack-hoises and cattle was winding 
along m each direction, and the jam thieatened to get 
moie and moie senous, till by dint of much loud talking, 
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■which convinced us— ignoi ant as we wcie of the language— 
that the Goieans aie adepts m the ait of impiecation, we 
managed to get cleai. An lioui bi ought us easily down 
to the uvei , and we had ciossed the sandy plain m fiont of 
it, waded the two stieams which wind thiough it, and 
leached the fair loadway befoie dailmess descended. 

Soon we leached a little house by the loadside, and the 
cavalcade came to a halt, while one of oui mafoos hammeied 
lesultlessly at the dooi, till at length, losing patience, he 
smashed it open with his foot An angiy altei cation 
ensued between the mafoos and those within, which lasted 
so long that oui patience also became exhausted, and we 
induced the mafoo m chaige of the baggage pony to 
continue the journey, leavmg his companions behind. 
Giadually, as we pioceeded on oui way, escoited by the 
one mafoo, we heaid the sound of angiy voices glowing 
faintei and famtei in the distance We speculated on 
the cause of these lemai liable pioceedings, till one of our 
paity reminded us of the Amencan humouiist’s description 
of his cruise in a canal boat, duung which the captain 
delayed the voyage while he went ashoie to biealt up 
the ‘ gioceiy,’ letummg the next morning, batteied but 
tnumphant The mafoos, he said, had doubtless called a 
halt while they went to bieak up a giocery We accepted 
the explanation aB satisfactoiy, and pioceeded on oui way, 
till we came to a fork in the road. 

Oui guide waB evidently at fault, he could not be suie 
which was the propei couise Anothei halt was theiefoie 
made while he yelled to 'the mafoos m the real. We 



A NATIVE CONCERT 


23 


added oui lung-powei to liis , but all was unavailing — the 
gioceiy was not yet demolished Theie was nothmg foi it 
but to wait, and we sat theie silently m the dark, oui 
ponies quietly grazing, till we saw a hght appioaching in 
the distance Oui othei mafoos, one of them cai lying a 
lantern with a couple of inches of candle in it, soon loomed 
in sight They pointed out the light couise, and once 
more we pioceeded on oui way The mafoos behmd began 
to cheer the lonely ude with selections from some of the 
latest pioductions at the Eoyal Coiean Opeia House One 
of them was gifted with a basso profondo which would 
have admuably qualified him to play the heavy villain in a 
tianspontine theatie, while the othei approached more neaaly 
to the hght tenor From time to time duiing the whole 
couise of oui long night journey the heavy villain and the 
hght tenor, appaiently untired by then weaiy maich, 
favouied us with choice operatic selections, howled out 
with the full foice of then lungs, but yet not altogether 
unmusical 

Soon aftei leaving the fork m the load we enteied a 
httle village, and at one of the houses the same interesting 
peiformance which we had witnessed before was lepeated 
Another woidy altei cation, containing, it is to be feaied, 
many teims which will not be found m a Coiean trans- 
lation of the New Testament, ensued between the mafoos 
and the giocer , and we began to feai that we should find 
grocenes too numeious along the loute. At last the 
mafoos emeiged from the house with a new lantern, and 
we pioceeded once moie The peifoimance was lepeated 
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fiom time to time till we giew accustomed to it, but 
faitker on the journey a pleasmg change took place 

Neaimg one village we obseived a luddy glow ahead ; 
and on reaching the spot v.e found a bonfire of dned 
glasses blazing m the middle of the road Seveial 
villageis weie gathered lomid the file, and one of these, 
aftei seizing a long pme toich and lighting it, ran along 
m fiont of us, casting a blight glaie on oui way. Oc- 
casionally, as the flame went down and the toich began 
to smouldei, he blandished it about 111 the an to pio- 
duce a cunent and so feed the flame. Sometimes he 
would twnl it completely lomid, sending the fieiy biand 
whizzing within two or thiee inches of the leadmg pony’s 
nose, casting a showei of spaiks aiound lum, and en- 
veloping us all m a dense cloud of smoko The ponies, 
howevei, moved along with the gentlest placidity. Nothing 
can distuib the equanimity of a Coiean paclc-hoise. When 
he reaches a pomt at which he is accustomed to stop, no 
amount of poundmg will mduce him to move on , and no 
effoits of persuasion will mduce him to move foi any length 
of time m any othei position than with his nose touching 
the tail of the pony m fiont of him 

Fiom this pomt till almost the end of oui journey 
we were never without a villager 1 mining 01 walking ahead 
of us with a light — a torch of pme oi dned glasses, 01 a 
lantern with a candle m it Sometimes the stages were 
long, and sometimes shoit , but at the end of each stage 
the hght-beaiei letumed to his home, his place bemg taken 
by a lesident of the spot to which he had biought us. 
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Sometimes, when the toich was of dned glasses, the beaiei 
would be beset by a glowing feai lest it should burn out 
befoie he leached the end of his stage, and he would sud- 
denly stait off at a busk speed, the pomes, who well knew 
what was expected of them, shambling along behmd and 
keeping pace with him Whetliei it is one of the duties 
imposed by the State upon Coiean villageis to hght the be- 
lated travellei upon his way we weie unable to learn , but 
ceitainly we nevei saw oui mafoos leward any of the toich- 
beaiers, and out of the pittance which they leceived it is 
difficult to imagme how they could have afforded to do so 
Towaids ten o’clock we leached the halfway house, and 
settled down to an houi’s halt We enteied the hostehy, 
and made oui selves at home at one end of the 100m, while 
oui ponies weie accommodated at the othei Oui end had 
a boaided flooi, raised a foot 01 so horn the giound, and 
•coveied with mats, on the edge of which we could sit veiy 
comfoitably while we discussed oui dmnei Oui fi lends 
at the capital had provided us each with a quait bottle of 
beer, and a goodly stoie of piovisions , and as we spiead 
out oui feast on a small stool bi ought to us foi the pui- 
pose, mine host of the halfway house, his native guests, 
and oui mafoos ciowded lound m good-humouied cunosity 
to obtain a lesson in Western civilisation 

Having satisfied oui appetites, we made ovei the re- 
mains of the dmnei to the natives, some of whom we also 
treated to what was evidently then fiist taste of Geiman 
beei. With one exception they expiessed then high opinion 
of the liquor in the most unmistakable teims , but this one 
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man — pei haps the futuie Father Mathew of his countiy — 
took but a single mouthful, and ejected it with an expiession 
of extieme disgust. 

We weie soon mounted and off again, the heavy luffian 
and the light tenoi singing with renewed ugoui in the 
exhilaiation of then spnits. Somewhere about midnight 
we leached the bottom of a steep hill Heie two lads with 
lanterns calme forward to light us on oui way One walked 
on ahead with a laige squaie papei lantern, and the other 
followed with a second light behmd , but even with this 
biilhant illumination the ascent was by no means pleasant,, 
and the descent was even less so With the ponies clattei- 
ing down over an invisible stieam of loose stones, then- 
backs having an inclination of somewheie neai foity-five 
degiees, the sense of secuiity was not excessive ; and if we 
had met with an accident and shd down the hill ponyless and 
in a sitting postuie, it would have been but small consolation 
to us to know that we weie not the fiist Euiopeans who- 
had come down the hill in this undignified fashion. How- 
evei, we reached the bottom m safety, and flatteied oui- 
selves we weie out of dangei. A few minu tes latei, a due 
catastiophe occuned befoie our eyes Oui lea din g hght- 
beaiei took advantage of the oppoitunity, as soon as the 
descent was completed, of taking a peep at his candle to see 
' whethei it was likely to last till the end of his stage After 
gazing at the light for a few seconds, his eyes were too 
dazed foi him to see what was befoie him , and, oblivious of 
his dangei, he walked straight ovei the steep edge of a 
yawning piecipice which skirted the pathway, and tumbled 
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clean to the bottom, which luckily was heie only ten or 
twelve feet below The front pony, losing sight of his 
guiding stai, stopped dead, with his feet on the edge of the 
cleft, while the lest of the cavalcade came peifoice to a 
halt Foi a few seconds all was still, and we feared the 
pooi fellow was badly huit , hut we soon heaid him whim- 
pering below m answei to the inqumes of the mafoos, who 
' presently descended the lavme and administered a diub- 
hmg to the unfortunate youth Some five 01 ten minutes 
was occupied in seaichmg foi half an mch of candle-end 
which had fallen out of the lantern m its descent The 
men then sci ambled out on to the load, and the youth was 
sent packing home, still whimpeiing, but somewhat consoled 
by a dose of medicme which we administeied to him in the 
shape of a handful of coppei cash 

After another horn’s ude in the dark, over a tembly 
rough load, the ponies weie thoroughly worn out, and 
humanity and stiffness compelled us to dismount and walk. 
As far as the hiutes were concerned, howevei, oui humanity 
was a failuie, foi oui places were immediately taken by the 
mafoos It was three o’clock m the morning when the sea- 
poit was reached 

Chemulpo was m a state of intense excitement ovei the 
return of the Dai In Run, who had amved while we weie 
at the capital A dense ciowd of Coieans, with a spunkhng 
of Japanese, had collected in front of the Chinese Con- 
sulate, where his Royal Highness was staying Coiean 
officials, wearmg peacocks’ featheis m their hats, weie 
huirying to and fio, and a double lme of mannes fiom the 
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'Chinese man-of-wai kept oidei and pi evented the lahble 
fiom blocking up the path, along which officials weie con- 
tinually amvrng to pay theii lespects to the Piince. It 
sounded veiy stiange, and somewhat significant, to hear 
the woids of command, ‘Shoulder aims’’ ‘Oidei aims!’ 
‘Bight turn » ’ and so foith, delivered in our 'Western bar- 
banan tongue, and lesponded to with mihtaiypiomptitude. 
Crowds of Coieans had collected along the load in the hope 
of seeing the Prince start on his maich to the capital , hut 
as we learnt on good authonty that he was not likely to 
leave Chemulpo that day, we boaided the Ashvngton, and 
awaited hei depaituie foi Gensan. 

Some thnty horns after leaving Chemulpo the monotony 
of the voyage was lelieved by the announcement that Port 
Hamilton, then lately added to the Empiie in which the 
sun nevei sets, was then close at hand. Telescopes and 
binoculars weie soon bi ought into requisition, and a little 
latei, as the Aslungton passed withm thiee 01 foui miles of 
the enhance of the haiboui, we obtained a capital view of 
it. On the slopes of the thiee islands which foim the 
splendid natuial haiboui we could discern signs of pietty 
extensive cultivation , while in the haibour itself some nine 
01 ten vessels of the British fleet weie lying at anchor, the 
great Agamemnon plainly distinguishable among them. 

Theie weie at tbe time of oui visit only five Euiopean 
residents in Gensan, and these represented foui different 
nations , but a low of semi-Buiopean houses ran along the 
Bund, having a pietty appeal ance fiom the sea. The 
place has a fine, healthy climate Gam<j of almost 
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every description abounds Fine laige salmon were ex- 
posed for sale foi a few pence each, and oysteis might be 
had in any numbei for the picking up The oysters we 
found exceedingly good, while the salmon, though not 
equal to that of England or Scotland, is in no degree 
infenoi to that foi which Hakodate, m Japan, is celebrated 
Unlike Chemulpo, Gensan is very httle affected by the 
tide, the rise and fall being only a very few inches One 
cornel of the haiboui is usually frozen in wmtei , but as 
fai as the ordinary anchorage the port is open all the 
yeai lound A few miles above it is Port Lazereff, the 
haiboui upon which Russia is beheved to have long been 
castmg greedy eyes Overlooking the settlement is one of 
the numeious beacon-hills which are found m all parts of 
the country They are used for flashing from pomt to 
point to the capital of the kingdom signals by which his 
Majesty is enabled to assure himself every night that each 
province of his dommion is resting in the enjoyment of 
tianquilhty 

The people of this eastern coast we found entirely good- 
humouied and well-disposed towards foreigners, though 
rather troublesome m their intense curiosity as to the 
manners and customs of the stiangeis who had come 
among them. Picnicking some few miles from the settle- 
ment, we were entirely hemmed in by an admiring ciowd 
of Coiean men and half-naked children, whose good 
humour was immensely strengthened by the present of a 
few empty beer and wine bottles — articles so highly prized 
by the natives that, m the eaily days, foreigneis were fre- 
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quently offeied moie foi them than they had cost, including 
freight horn the land of then biifcli, when filled with the 
best of good hquoi 

Ouv paity got sepaiated during the day, and on our 
lejommg forces Captain Hepwoith, of the Asfoiigton, had a 
wondeiful stoiy to lelate of a Corean damsel of sui passing 
loveliness whom he had encounteied in the couise of his 
lamblmg, but who had fled wildly at his appioach It was 
noted as a lemaikable fact with legard to Coiean aichitec- 
ture that the budges are so constructed that one has to 
swim to and fiom either end of them The mfeience was, 
howevei,iathei lash, as we came across only one budge of 
this desenption, and it is possible either that the biidge 
had been oiigmally built foi a naiiower stream or that the 
stieam had giown out of it, like a schoolboy out of his pants. 
In any case the fact lemains that the budge was theie, over 
the stieam we had to cioss, and yet we weie compelled to 
wade neaily to 0111 knees before leaching it and aftei leaving 
it The anangement, howevei, was not without its advan- 
tages, aB it enabled one membei of the paity to cieate a 
little innocent muth among his companions by inadver- 
tently sitting down in the middle of the stieam. 

On the occasion of oui second visit to the noiihein poit 
of Coiea, some twelve months later, the little band of five 
Europeans who formed its Western population had become 
still fuithei diminished, and of Englishmen not one was 
left. We lelieved the monotony of our enfoiced stay of 
thiee days, while waiting foi the conjunction of fine weather 
and calm sea which would enable cargo to he dischaiged 
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-with one or two pleasant duck-shooting exclusions on shoie, 
and befoie sunset on Monday, Novembei 9, we weie at last 
steaming along the shores of Asiatic Russia 

On the following evening we tbieaded oui way among 
the numeious islands which guaid its entiance, and soon 
found oui selves in the midst of the ‘ Golden Horn/ the 
magnificent haibour of Vladivostok, Russia’s great naval 
station on the Pacific We weie slowly moving towaids 
the anchorage when the puffing and snorting of a steam- 
launch uas heaid thiough the daikness Captam Walkei, 
oui genial skippei, began to giown neivous Some months 
pieviously theie had been seveial cases of choleia in Naga- 
saki, and, although that poit had now been pionounced 
entnely free of infection foi seveial weeks, it was quite pos- 
sible that the Russian officials, who pay but little legal d to 
foreign merchant shipping interests, would enforce quaran- 
tine legulations Our captain's fearB pioved only too well 
grounded The steam-launch, with naval and medical 
officers on boaid, came close up to us, and a voice with a 
stiong foieign accent hailed us and asked, ‘ Where are you 
from ? ’ ‘ Nagasaki/ replied the captam * Coiea ? ’ asked 
the naval officei. ‘Yes’ * Kairantine ’ The captam 
muttered an imprecation, and we slowly backed into the 
quaiantine haiboui We learnt that we were to spend 
tlnefe days here on boaid, and that the ground of our 
detention was an alleged outbieak of cholera m Corea, of 
which we had certainly heard nothing eithei at Pusan or 
Gensan 

In the quaiantine haiboui we met an old friend, the 
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British, steamei Mending, which wg had encounteied in 
Shanghai, and again at Nagasaki The captain hailed us 
with a shout of welcome, and mquiied oui fate On learn- 
ing that we weie quaiantmed for calling at Coiea, he 
replied with a cheeiful laugh that he had been quaiantined 
foi not calling theie, but that his term of lmpiisonment 
would expne m the morning 

The hghts of Vladivostok, sti etching up the face of the 
hills at the back of the haiboui, piesented an exceedmgly 
pietty appeal ance at night , and by day we could amuse 
our ample leisuie by taking occasional shots at a small 
whale, of the species known to sailois as ‘black fish,’ 
which was dispoiting itself in the haiboui . When this 
amusement failed us we could indulge m the pastime 
known as ‘bull,’ 01 * deck-quoits,’ and occasionally the 
visit of a steam-launch fiom shoie lelieved the monotony, 
foi the pietence at isolation was veiy feebly earned out. 
Howevei, m spite of these diveisions, the thiee days weie 
wearisomely long, and we hailed with delight the appeal - 
ance at noon on the thud day of a steam-launch bunging 
to us the medical officei of the poit. Without the smallest 
pietence of making a medical examination of passengeis or 
ciew, he gave us permission to pioceed to the anchorage, 
and two horns later we set foot upon Sibenan soil 
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VLADIVOSTOK 

The first sight of Siberia — Russian officers and German merchants — A 
Siberian hotel — Landing baggage — A five weeks’ delay — Danes, 
Germans, English, and Americans — Sunshine and frost — Public 
buildings — Mexican dollars and Russian roubles -Expenses of the 
journey — Sledges — Outfit — Life in Vladivostok — Drunkenness and 
gambling — A suicide’s funeial — A German brewery — Tigers — A big 
bag — A German Singing Club — Vodka— Russian robbers and Manza 
pirates 

The tiavellei who enteis the gieat Russian Empue foi the 
first time by its Eastern gates can scaicely fail to experi- 
ence a stiange sensation 
as though he weie enteimg 
into a new woild He 
may he familial with the 
ancient semi-baibaious 
civilisations of China and 
Japan, but, though the 
stieets and whaives of 
Vladivostok aie thionged 
with pig-tailed Celestials 
and Coiean coolies, these 
aie evidently sti angers in 
a foieign land The tia- 
vellei, on his way to the noithein poit, will almost of 

D 





34 


VLADIVOSTOK 


necessity have seen something of the Emopean colonies 
and settlements which aie dotted about the Eastern seas 
and along the shoies of China and Japan. To these 
colonies and settlements neaily eveiy nation of Western 
Euiope has contubuted something of its national cliaiac- 
tenstics *, but still m neaily eveiy case it is the English 
influence that is piedommant At eveiy open poit in 
China, Japan, and Coiea, the Englishman finds Ins oun 
language to be the lecogmsed medium of communication 
between foieigneis, and eveiywheie he can feel himself at 
home 

As soon as he passes the northern boundaiy of the 
Coiean Peninsula all this is changed. Vladivostok, the 
4 Euler of the East,’ is less distinctively Russian m its 
tone than any town we weie to pass thiough duirng the 
next foui months of oui tiavels, but, nevertheless, the 
national chaiacteustics weie eveiywheie appaient Pro- 
ceeding horn the whaif, thiough the Chinese bazaai 01 
marketplace, and along the ma>u stieet towards the one 
hotel which the town then boasted, eveiy thud Euiopean 
we met was diessed m the vuifoim of a civil, naval, or 
military officei of the Russian Empne. Along the stieet, 
flanked on either side by yooden houses of a type seen 
nowheie out of Russia, caits weie diivmg, with the cunous 
cluga, 01 heavy wooden aich, using m eveiy case above 
the hoise’s head In the centre of the town aie two 
imposing biick buildings, one, in castellated foim, eom- 
liusmg the offices and stoies of a Geiman firm, the leadmg 
merchants of the port, poi the trade of Vladivostok is 
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neaily all m foieign — chiefly in Geiman— hands The 

bettei class of Russians aie almost all of official lank, the 
naval element of couise gieatly 
piedominating The town is 
situated at the base of a little 
lange of lulls, fiom the ciest of 
which fine views aie obtained of 
the beautiful haiboui, Petei the 
Gieat’s Bay, and away to the 
right the Amui Bay, the nanow 
neck of land acioss the Golden 
Horn, and the numeious islands 
beyond The haiboui itself could 
affoid an anchoiage foi an entne 
fleet, and if only its wateis 
would lemam open during the wmtei, it would be difficult 
to find its equal anywheie in the woild. Its enhance is 
guaided by forts said not to be veiy formidable, and a 
conspicuous object on the watei was a laige floating dock, 
which, though its constiuction had been commenced seveial 
yeais ago, was yet fax fiom complete 

Undei the kindly guidance of a fnendly lesident, we 
weie soon safely ensconced m two little cupboaids, each 
containing a camp bedstead, and embodying the best 
accommodation to be obtained at the ‘ Hotel of the Golden 
Horn,’ or * Golden Gate Hotel.’ The fiist is a liteial trans- 
lation of the Russian title, and the second is the English 
rendering of that title which appeals over the dooiway 
Soon a long line of Corean coolies was maiching in pioces- 




36 


VLADIVOSTOK 


sxon tlnough tlie town, beaiing on their backs the formi- 
dable anay of baggage which we weie about to convey 
acioss two continents. A comfoi table folding mattiess, 
with accompanying pillows, quilts, and blankets, foimed 
one man’s load Shot-gunB, Wmcliestei nfles, caitiidges 
enough foi a pi oti acted siege, and a pan of foimidable 
levolveis made up oui aimament of spoit and wai , a huge 
box of canned piovisions lelieved ns fiom all feai of stai ra- 
tion on our journey, and a case of biandy and whisky, 
smuggled m with ease undei the eyes of the customs 
officei, lemmded us that w r e should not be entuely with- 
out cieatuie comfoi ts when lemoved fiom civilisation We 
flatteied oui selves that nothing lequisitc for ease and com- 
foit m tiavelhng had been forgotten We had, howerei, 

oveilooked one nnpoitant ele- 
ment of comfort — the 1 educ- 
tion of baggage to the smallest 
possible compass, and this 
element we subsequently at- 
tained in some degiee by an 
occasional judicious jettison- 
ing of cargo. 

We soon asceitained that 
we had amved in Vladivostok 
much earhei than was neces- 
saiy foi oui puipose. The 
winter load fiom this poit 
wmds noithwaid, ciossing on its way the Khanka Sea— a 
laige, shallow lake, measuimg some sixty or seventy miles 
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fiom noith to south, and nearly forty fiom east to west. 
In summer it is ciossed by small steamers, winch continue 
then journey along 
the Sungacha and 
TJssun livers to the 
j unction of the lattei 
with the Amui at 
the gieat mihtaiy 
centie of Khaba- 
lovka Longbefoie 
we aiiived,howevei, 
the steamboat sei- 
vice had ceased foi 
the wintei, although 
it would pi obably be 
another six weeks befoie the ice on the suiface of the lake 
would have attained a sufficient stiength to admit of 
sledging m peifect secuiity In eveiy spring and autumn 
theie is, in fact, a tiansition penod between the time of 
haid host and that of open-watei navigation duimg which 
tiavellmg in Sibena becomes almost an impossibility 

We had thus to lesign oui selves to at least a five 
weeks’ lesidence in the little naval poit But in spite of 
oui limi ted knowledge of the Eussian language, we soon 
found that we could obtain a fan amount of diveision to 
lelieve the monotony of this long penod of waiting In 
addition to its considerable German population, Vladivostok 
shelteis a goodly numbei of Westein-Euiopean lesidents 
of other nationalities Foiemost among the foieign insti- 
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tutions is the teimmal office of the Gieat Noithein Tele- 
giaph Company, whose cables connect the Impel lalRusBian 
land-lines with the tieaty poits of China and Japan. 
From the superintendent, Mi Sonne, and 1iib wife — an 
English lady — and fiom the numeious subordinate officeis 
of the company, all of whom spoke English with the 
punty which haidly any otliei nation achieves in so high 
a degiee as the Danish, we received constantly a hospitable 
welcome Mr Sonne has, at one penod and another, 
spent many yeais of Ins life in Vladivostok. Being a keen 
natuiahst and spoitsman, he is ultimately acquainted with 
all the featuies of the sunoundmg countiy, and he was 
the means of secuung foi us, while the w-eathei remained 
favouiable, moie than one pleasant exclusion into the wild 
country sunoundmg the little town whose lapid giowtli 
he had watched almost fiom the dayB of its infancy. The 
English residents aie few m liumbei. They compnse, m 
addition to Mis Sonne, Mi Hagemann, aBntisli mei chant, 
fiom whom w j e obtained much kmdly assistance , a gentle- 
man who has foi many yeais occupied a lesponsible 
position at the Imperial aisenal, one 01 two whaling 
captams, and an old sailoi We weie told also that two 
of the Russian officials of the poit weie roamed to English 
wives, but that these ladies, having spent almost all then- 
lives m Sibeiia, W'eie moie Russian than the Russians 
themselves Two Amencan meichants, one mamed to a 
lady of his own nationahty , a few Danes, and a Fienchman, 
conducting, aftei the mannei of his nation, an excellent cafe, 
neaily completed the list of non-Teutonic foieign lesidents. 
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The sun was shining baghtly, and, indeed, almost 
fieicely, on the day of oui aruval , and it seemed difhcult 
to imagine that duiing the pievious night the theimometei 
had fallen seteial degrees below the freezing pomt Foi 
"Vladivostok, despite the cold which in winter coveis the 
■whole haiboui with a thick sheet of ice, hes on a paiallel 
of latitude considerably south of Marseilles , and even m 
the depth of wintei, we weie told, tlieie aie few days on 
which the dapping of watei from the icicles pendent from 
the loofs does not beai witness to the powei of the noon- 
day sun Hailing an * ishvoshtchilv.,’ or dnvei of a vehicle 
foi hue, we set foith to suney the scene of oui coming six 
weeks' sojourn 

"Vladivostok has a vanety of 
public buildings , but they aie 
none of them teiy imposmg 
The Government offices, dignified 
by the names of the ‘Tieasiuy’ 
and the * Chancelene,’ aie little 
better than log-huts. The ‘Ad- 
miicilty’ has a somewhat moie 
staking appeaiance, being sui- 
mounted by a dome, fiom which 
the national natal flag is geneially 
w aving , and a considei able amount 
of elaboiate caning giaces the 
fiont of the ‘Naval Club,’ at which 
the maionty of the official classes spend a considei able 
poition of then time at billiards, cigaiette-smokmg and 
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caid-playing The Gieek Chmcli is a smgulaily plain 
and unattiactive election, suggesting by its diminutive 
size that the 01 thodov le&idents of the poit aic not \eiy 
zealous in then devotions , but a little Lutheian chapel, 
with whose Geiman pastoi we became acquainted, is 
intei esting as being, if I mistake not, the onty Piotestant 
place of woislnp in the whole of Eastein Sibena Beyond 
the town is a buck- making establishment, earned on by a 
Danish film, but at piesent "Vladivostok appeals to have 
emeiged but a veiy little nay out of the Age of Wood. A 
substantial buck house, with some pi etensions to aichi- 
tectuial beauty, was, howevei, using up in a pleasant 
position above the mam stieet, and this, wo weie mfoimed, 
was destined to sene as an hotel, conducted on English 
pnnciples We smceiely wished the enteipnse had been 
bi ought to a successful issue befoie our anival, foi oui 
hist expenence of the lnxunes of Bussinn hotels did not 
piepossess us in then favoui 

Foi the fiist day oi two aftei oui anival we found 
ample occupation m the auangement of oui finances. 
Vladivostok numheis moie than one bank-agent among 
its lesidents, but, neieitlieless, we had found that the 
only plan by which we could make sine of not being left 
m the lurch was to bung oui lesouices with us fiom 
China in the shape of haid cash When it is lemembeied 
that the sole cunency among foieigneis in the Bai East 
is the Mexican dollai — a clumsy com, about the size of a 
ci own-piece, nominally woith foui shillings, but at that time 
actually fetching only about 3<> 2d owing to the lamentable 
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fall m the value of silvei — it will be seen that theie weie 
consideiable inconveniences m this mode of mouetaiy 
tiansfei The system has its advantages m Chma The 
comage in use is so utteily unmanageable that none except 
a lew eccentiic individuals evei cany money about with 
them Everyone lives on ciedit P01 the smallest aiticle 
of daily consumption he piesents a ‘ chit,’ 01 * I 0 U,’ and 
at the end of each month the bills aie bi ought to him, and 
— sometimes — paid Howevei, we feaied that the Sibenans 
would not pime quite so confidmg as Shanghai tiadesmen, 
and we had accoidmgly shipped by the steamei on which 
w r e tiavelled a small scaled box of ‘ meny Mexicans ’ P01 
some leasontiavelleis aie usually veiy chaiyof mentionmg 
the cost of then expeditions , but m view of the possibility 
that some of my leadeis may be induced by my example 
to undeitake a journey into Noitkein Asian snows, I will 
endeavoui to place befoie them as neaily as possible the 
piecisemonetaiy cost of such an advent uie The box, then, 
contained exactly sixteen bundled dollais, and, m addition, 
we had wuth us, aftei paying oui expenses to Vladivostok, 
some fifty 01 sixty Mexicans, and a small leseive fund in 
pounds steihng — say m all 275 1 Tiavelhng m Sibeiia 
is veiy cheap, and we weie assuied that we weie unneces- 
saiily buidenmg oui selves with funds, but we thought it 
best to be on the safe Bide We calculated that, at the 
veiy w'oist, this sum would land us 111 a civilised town, 
w'hence, if necessaiy, additional funds might be wned foi , 
and, as a mattei of fact, we ai lived in Moscow with a 
maigm which was neaily sufficient to cany us comfoitably 
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to London by easy stages, extending o\ ei a pcnod of 
neaily tluee weeks. 

The comage of Russia is, to all intents and pui poses, 
an unconveitible papei cunency A silver louble is occa- 
sionally seen , but even when found it is only to be 
obtained at an expenditure of at least one and a half 
louble notes, so gieatly has the papei money depieciated. 
Theie aie piobably moie sihei loubles to be found m 
Yladivostok than m almobt any othei Russian town, the 
leason being that the Coiean and Chinese meicliants, with 
whom much of the tiade of the poit is earned on, legaid 
the louble note with a disti ust which does ciedit to then 
sagacity Foi a similai leason Mexican dollais aio m 
gieat lequest in the town, and we weie congiatulated on 
having peifoimed a successful stioke of business m bung- 
ing oui money in this foim Ultimately, aftei some little 
difficulty, we succeeded m exchanging oui dollais with a 
Chinese meichant foi louble notes, at the fanly lemuneia- 
tive late of 1 83 louble pei dollai, the papei louble being 
at that time woith about two shillings 

Having satisfactory completed this exchange, we next 
turned oui attention to the impoitant question of outfit 
The fiist lequisite of Sibeuan tiavel is a good sledge It 
is tiue that the voyagei may, if he lilies, tiavel by pcrc- 
cladnaya — that is, changing his sledge at eveiy station, and 
paying a tailing fee each time foi the use of a Government 
vehicle , but as this necessitates the packing and un- 
packing of baggage about foui hundied times duung the 
journey, at all horns of the day and night, and sometimes 
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having to put up with exceedingly uncomfoi table convey- 
ances, this method is not often adopted by those who aie 
on pleasuie bent Unfoitunately a good sledge is almost 
unpiocurable m Vladivostok The tiavellei pioceeding 
eastwaid may pui chase at Tiumen a stiong, comfoi table, 
Kazan-made sledge foi a meie trifle, and, having sub- 
mitted it to all the lough tieatment of a five-thousand-mile 
journey, may sell it at Vladivostok foi consideiablymoiethan 
the ongmal cost The westwaid-bound tiavellei, howevei, is 
not neaily so well situated. Foi oui pait we secuied with 
some difficulty a second-hand vehicle, which, though any- 
thing but beautiful in appeal ance, was ceitamly loomy, 
and to oui inexpeiienced eyes looked stiong It cost us 
70 loubles, and dining oui journey we spent 71 loubles 
upon it for repairs I will not anticipate matteis by heie 
dilating upon the annoyance, the delays, the discomfoit, 
and, I legiet to say, the occasional stiong language of which 
that sledge was the cause I only mention the mattei as 
a warning to otheis about to indulge m a similai adventuie 
to be ceitain they have secuied a sledge which is not hable 
to a constant succession of break-downs, such as always 
take the oppoitumty of occurnng when one is seveial 
miles fiom a town 

The sledges m oidinaiy use by Russians travelling m 
Siberia aie of thiee kinds — the lasholc, a vehicle entn ely 
inclosed, and resembling a huge biougham on lunners, 
the Kachovlca, a gieat open sledge, loughly built of wood 
and matting,’ and with no covering except a piece of matting 
oi felt to spread over the recumbent figuies of the tiavellei s 
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m snowy weathei j find the poiosJui The conveyance 
which was to he om home foi the two 01 thiee months of 
oui journey belonged to the thud class. It was a laige, 
deep, loughly built sledge, open m fiont, but coveied m at 
the back with a canvas hood lined with thick felt. The 
dnver’s seat consisted of a flat boaid, appaiently de- 
signed by a coaclibuildei ignoiant of the fact that a sledgc- 
duvei is, like othei human bemgs, gifted with a pan of 
legs Fiona this boaid sloped downwaids and outwards, 
till then points neaily touched the giound on eithei side, a 
pan of stout ash poles, designed paitially to pi event the 
vehicle fiom oaei turning, and paitially, like the scythes of 
an ancient Butish vai-ehanot, as weapons of defence and 
attack. Foi, as wc weie to learn by painful e\penence, 
theie aie paits of the journey duimg which collisions aie 
of almost houily occunence , and the outuggei senes not 
only to piotect the sledge fiom damage wdien meeting with 
an opponent of supenoi stiength, but to dnve weakei 
enemies m the shape of height sledges horn the loadway, 
01 to foice a passage thiough their midst 

In the way of aimoui to lepel the attacks of cold, we 
each pui chased— fiistly, a double deeiskm kuKhanka This 
is an excellent hooded gaiment of Kamchatdale manu- 
factuie, and is almost as much of a cuiiosity m Western 
Ptussia as m England It has no buttons, oi othei fasten- 
ing, but is diawn ovei the head like a smdck-fiock, and 
tightened lound the waist by a belt and lound the thioat 
by a scaif, the hood being eithei thiown back on the 
shouldeis oi w r oin ovei the head, like a monk’s cowl. In 
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addition, we each puichased a long shuba, 01 coat of lough 
sheepskin, with the wool turned inwaids, a camel-han* 
bashliL, a combination of hood and scaif ,* fm-Imed caps, 
and fur gloves made like those of oui infancy, with 



one compaitment foi the foui fingeis togethei, and another 
for the thumb Foi the feet we piocuied goat’s-han. 
stockmgs, dogskin socks of Chmese manufacture, and thick 
felt boots coming up above the knees A laige sheepskm 
lug, lmed with felt, together with the folding mattiess and 
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pillows which we had hi ought with us fiom Shanghai, 
completed our equipment; and when wc suiveyed 0111 
pui chases, half filling oui little apaitments at the ‘Golden 
Horn,’ we weie convinced that in the event of oui being 
fiozen to death no colonel’s jtny could attribute the oc- 
cunence to a lack of piopei piecautions. One veteian 
Bussian tiavellei, indeed, legal ded these extensive pre- 
paiations a little scornfully, advising us to discaid either 
the kuklianka 01 the shuba , but latci experience, with the 
tlieimometer at 65 ° Falnenheit below zeio, pioved that no 
single pait of oui outfit could have been safely dispensed 
with 

Our anangements weie soon made Oui landloid had 
kindly undei taken to piocuie foi us all the Government 
papeis necessaiy foi oui journey, and, imposing a ti ust 
in him which unfoi tuuately did not piove wan anted, 
we lested on oui oais and looked about us foi means of 
beguiling the tedium of oui enfoiced five weeks’ stay. The 
hotel itself affoided us ample opportunities of studying one 
phase of Bussian colonial life, and it cannot be denied 
that we saw much that a stem moiahst would condemn 
Europeans in the Fai East aie often accused, not altogetliei 
unjustly, of being unduly self-indulgent , and Shanghai at 
one time possessed a paiticulaily unenviable leputation in 
this lespect Even in these days it must bo admitted that 
a lapse fiom sobnety is regaided as a moie venial offence 
among foieigneis m China, and indeed m all parts of the 
East, than it is at home , but in this iegaid Shanghai 
ceitamly does not hold a candle to Vladivostok. It was no 
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uncommon occuuence to see naval, military, and civil officeis 
■of high iank staggeimg about the bilhaid and bar loom of 
the Golden Horn Hotel in an almost helpless state of intoxi- 
cation , and we heaid, and were to some extent able to cono- 
boiate the statement fiom peisonal obseivation, that heavy 
gambling was veiy widely mdulged m A few days 'aftei oui 

ainval we saw brought asboie at the whaif the body of an 
unfoitunate lieutenant of artilleiy who had been diowned 
by the capsizing of a boat, the accident being admittedly 
due to drunkenness , and latei on the town was staitled by 
the news that a young lieutenant — a prominent membei 
of Vladivostok society, secietaiy of the Amateui Diamatic 
Club, and leader in all social movements — had blown his 
biains out, having failed in a desperate attempt to borrow 
money foi the purpose of covering defalcations into which 
he had been led by losses at cards Accoidmg to stuct 
Russian ecclesiastical law, we weie told, no suicide is 
entitled to Chustian bunal , but m this case at least the 
funeial ute was performed in its entirety, the only dis- 
tinction made being that the ceiemony did not take place 
till aftei sundown The funeral piocession was followed 
by the deceased’s oomiades m aims, the company of which 
he had been heutenant — the mihtaiy band playing a 
funeial maich— and a laige numbei of piominent resi- 
dents of the port Accoidmg to the custom of the Gieek 
Chuich the body was borne along uncovered, the coffin-lid 
being earned befoie it by six of the mourners 

Some foui 01 five miles from the town, on apictuiesque 
spot overlooking the Amur Bay, som^ enterprising spnuts 
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heave, within tlie last few yeais, established a hi every of 
heei. The scheme was not veiy successful at fust. The 
beer produced was not sufficiently palatable either to induce 
the Bussians to 1 enounce then favounte vodka, 01 to wean 
the Teutonic population fiom their native blew, impoited 
m bottles. Latteily, howeiei, undei e\penenced German 
hands, an excellent beveiago has been pioduccd, and the 
mdiistiy piomises to be highly successful The load to 
the bieweiy foims the pleasantest duve in the neighboui- 
liood, and m the summei the giounds aie converted into a 
land of bieigaiten Tins had been closed foi the winter 
long befoie the time of out amval ; but, novel theless, 
theie was one object of mteiest lemaming m the giounds 
which was of itself sufficient to lepay a visit This was a 
wooden cage lesembling a huge mousetrap Some little 
time before the biewer had been seiiously inconvenienced 
by the periodical nightly visits of a tigei to 1ns giounds. 
This animal, besides causing the biewei a ceitam amount 
of alaim on Ins own account, earned off some two 01 tlnee 
fine dogs The tiap was accouhngly constiucted, baited, 
and set for the beast, and, aftei a few nights, the tigei 
seized the bait and locked himself m He was a fine, large 
biute, and duiing the fiist few days aftei his captuie all 
Vladivostok flocked to the bieweiy to pay him a visit. He 
was subsequently sold, and carted tlnough Sibena on 
show We heaid a lumour that he had bioken loose in 
Tomsk, but we ascei tamed, on amval theie, that there 
was no tiuth 111 this story. 

Tigeis aie lathei numeious m the neighbouihood, but, 
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having plenty of cleei’s meat always wnthm easy leach, they 
seldom attack men Spoilsmen when deei -shooting, how- 
era, occasionally experience exciting encounteis, and the 
animals aie sometimes even seen on the posting load 
Mi Hagemann told us that m the wmtei of 1885 he 
was sledging between Khabaiovka and Vladivostok when 
a tigei suddenly made his appeal ance on the high load 
some distance ahead of the sledge The hoises at once 
stopped, and oui fuend enteied mto an animated con- 
feience with the diivei as to the couise that should he 
puisued Mi Hagemann suggested that one of the hoises 
should be cut loose and saciificed, but the diivei lefused 
to do this unless his faie would guarantee him the cost of 
the animal To this Mi Hagemann demmied, and no 
action was taken beyond lemaunng patiently still until the 
tigei deigned to move slowly horn the loadway, when 
the sledge continued its journey 

The most lemaikable tigei adventuie we heaid of, how- 
evei, was that of a young Kussian — seaicely moie than a 
boy — who actually killed thiee laige tigei s single-handed, 
thus making one of the biggest bags on 1 ecoi d Hai mg shot 
a deei and allowed it to he where it fell, he letumed some 
houis later to take possession of his puze, when he found the 
carcass devouied, and tlnee tigei s lying sleeping aiound 
He lifted his nfle — an oidinaiy Winchestei lepeating cai- 
bme, I believe — and shot the thiee m succession, killing two 
and wounding the thud The wounded animal spiang at 
him and toie the flesh of bis aim befoie he succeeded m 
despatching it 
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One excellent institution m Vladivostok, which has done 
yeoman’s seivice m piomotmg the success of the bieweiy, 
is the Geiman Singmg Club, a veiy pleasant musical and 
convivial society to which neaily all the Geiman male 
population, many of the Danish, and some few Russians 
belong. Eveiy Wednesday evening dui mg the wmtei the 
membeis meet togetkei foi piaetice, and eveiy Satuiday 
evening they hold a species of pnvate conceit Thcie being 
few social institutions to cntei into in ally with this club, 
the Binging membeis devote tliemsohcs to the study and 
practice of music with wondciful application and cneigy, 
and oui stay m Vladivostok was enlivened by some of the 
pleasantest evenings of combined pait-smgmg and beei- 
drinking which could possibly be imagined It would not 
become me to place on recoid the nurnbei of empty bottles 
which coveied the floois and tables of the club 100ms as 
these nights woie on, but to the Russian, whose one idea 
of conviviality is to gulp down, m lapid succession, petits 
lei i cs of law spmts, it might well have taught a lesson m 
the highei pleasuies and less baneful effects of indulging 
m copious diaughts of a mild and wholesome beveia^e 
Eoi vodka, the univeisal Russian dunk, is not lemailc* 
able foi eithei mildness or wholesomeness It is easily made. 
Economical householdeis always manufactuie it at home. 
They puichase a bottle of undiluted spmt of wune and mix 
it with an equal quantity of watei That is all It is 
never fuither diluted, nevei mixed with aeiated watei e. 
It is diunk fiom hqueui 01 small wme glasses, and the one 
commendable point connected with its consumption is that 
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it is usually diunk with an accompanying * zakouska,’ 
a moisel of black 01 white biead with a scrap of caviai, 
smoked salmon-back, law salt fish, sausage, 01 othei 
dehcacy A lathei amusing story went the lound of 
Vladivostok dui mg oui stay It was said that an officer 
of a Butish steamei then in poit, having learnt how to 
make vodka, bought a bottle of the law spirit and took it 
on boaid, intending to mix it with water. Duirng his 
absence horn the ship the Scottish engineers found the 
bottle, and, not being able to read the Bussian label, 
supposed it to contam piopeily piepaied vodka They 
finished the bottle Bussian heads aie said to be stiong, 
but Scotch aie evidently stiongei 

In early days the inhabitants of Vladivostok suffeied 
much fiom thievish laids by the native Mongolian laces — 
Tungus 01 Manchuiian — Manzas, as they aie usually 
called by the Russians, the name bemg also frequently 
apphed in Vladivostok to the Chinese emigrants who flock 
to the poit m the capacities of mei chants, coohes, and 
house-seivants M Cotteau, who visited Vladivostok m 
1881 , declares that it was not then piudent to ventuie by 
night too fai fiom home, on account of the probability of 
an attack by Manza lobbeis, 01 even, he had been told, by 
soldieis Of late theie has been an improvement in this 
respect, but even now the danger is not altogether 
removed, as was pioved by one or two events which 
occuried during our stay One evening an attack was 
made on the bnckwoiks which I have mentioned as lying 
on the outskirts of the town, and the Danish piopnetoi 
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lcceived a somewhat sevcic wound from an a\c The 
bnckmakei had, liowcvoi , aimed himself with a gun, 
which he used as a club, hi caking it acioss the body of 
Ins assailant, who tlion decamped with his companions 
A few days afteiwaids a Russian soldier went to a 
physician foi suigical ticatmcnt, and displayed wounds 
winch boie suspiciously the appoaiance of having been 
caused by the biickmakci’s gun. As ho could not satis- 
factory account foi Ins mj lines he was ancsied , but up 
to the time of oui leaving Vladivostok we had not licai d 
the lesult of the investigations. 

A fai moic serious outi age than this, howcvei, occuncd 
a few days aftei oui amval m Sibena, though, as the victims 
weio only Coieans, the event attiactod little oi no attention 
"While wo weic negotiating oui monclaiy exchange in the 
office of a foicign meicliant, a small paity of Coieans cnteied 
foi the puiposc of making pui chases of T-clotlis and otliei 
aiticlcs of Western manufacture We weic aftei w'aids told 
that these men, having completed then purchases, set off 
on then lotuin journey to Coiea m a native junk, and had 
not long left the haibour when they wcie attacked by Man- 
cliunan pnates, who put oveiy one of them to death and 
mado off with the booty The news of this outiago was 
bi ought to Vladivostok by a paity of Coieans who saw the 
attack m the distance fiom anotboi junk, but weic cilhei 
unable 01 afiaid to go to then countrymon’s assistance. An 
endeavoui was made to get the Russian autlioiitios to take 
the mattei up with a view to dealing then coast of these 
pnates, but without lesult 
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CHAPTER IV 

DEER-STALKING IN EASTERN SIBERIA 

A voyage in the Anna — The beginning of winter — Close quarters — 
Perog — Strelok Bay — An abandoned Finnish settlement — A life 
of ad\ enture — A steady nerve — A smoky chimney — The samoiar 
— Deer stalking in the snow — Human deer — The moccasins of the 
sai age — A re christening — Wary deer — An improvised tea kettle — 
Blood stained tiger tracks in the snow — A dead shot— Our bag — A 
feast of deer’s lner — Siberian lemson — Betum to Vladivostok 

On the morning of Fnday, November 19th, new style, 
or 7th according to the Calendai of Eastern Europe, 
the Russian sloop Anna, Captain Hook, left Vladivostok 
bound for Stielok Bay Hei ciew consisted of foui, all 
told, namely, her captain, a hardy old Finlander, Mr. 
Radcliffe, her English chief officer and cook, and two 
oidinary seamen — a Corean and a Russian She carried 
four saloon passengeis — Mi Kail Schoultz, photographer, 
Lieutenant Batzul, of the Russian Sappers, Mi C J. 
Uren, and the authoi , while m the fore cabm, which was 
also the fo’c’sle, was the lieutenant" s soldier-servant My 
comrade and I had, thiee days before, accepted with de- 
light an invitation to join a paity of sportsmen who were 
bent on a week’s deer-shootmg in the wild, unin habited 
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countiy to the noitlrwaid of the * Golden Horn , 5 but when 
we landed with oui newiy pin chased outfit of fuis — for 
wintei had begun to set m m earnest, and the Chinese 
‘sampan’ in which we left the shoic was slippery with 
fiozen spiay — we weie puzzled foi a moment to know 
wheie the paity weie to be stow’ed, foi the sloop’s cabin 
was scaicely moiethan si\feet by si\ m measurement, and 



a consideiable poition of this space was occupied by the 
cooking stove and dining table. But the mate, w'lio, m the 
absence of Captain Hook, did the honouis of the vessel, 
pointed out to us that m addition to the two bunks which 
stretched along the poit and staiboaid sides of the cabin 
and seived aB seats by day, theie extended fiom the back, 
not moie than three feet fiom the loof, a land of platfoim 
spreading ovei a poition of the ship’s ‘hold’ and foie- 
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castle Into the nanow space between this platform and 
the roof, foui men could ciawl head-foremost and sleep 
moie 01 less comfoitably side by side 

Soon the captain and all the passengeis were on board, 
and with a favourable bieeze we were scudding noithwards 
along the Sibenan coast Heie we had our first foretaste 
of the ngoui of a Sibenan winter Our k ukhanka s kept 
oui bodies comfortably waim , but we found that leather, 
even in the foim of stout, waterpioof shootmg-boots, is ill 
adapted foi excessive cold A frozen sensation about the 
toes diove us into the cabin, and we were not surpnsed to 
heai a few minutes afteiwaids that the captain had been 
called forwaid m the capacity of medical officer of his ship 
to attend a case of fiostbite which had bioken out among 
his crew 

We had a goodly stoie of provisions on board A huge 
round of beef seived as the piece de resistance, and as this 
lay always on the table, whenever one felt hungiy one 
could hack a lump off and gnaw away at it There was, 
too, a plentiful stock of mmoi dehcacies — German sausages, 
smoked salmon-back, Dutch cheese, potted meats, and jams , 
but the supply of plates and table implements was somewhat 
lacking Howevei, we weie soon levelling in the delights 
of * roughing it ’ Mi . Kadchffe was a famous hand at soups, 
and as the one cabin seived as kitchen as well as bedroom 
and dini ng saloon, we had all the pleasure of seemg the 
savoury mess prepaimg undei oui eyes If occasionally 
a foreign substance found its way into the pot, it was easily 
lemoved, and, as oui motto was ‘ every man for himself/ 
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the additional delight was affoided of fishing foi choice 
inoisels with a spoon At oui iiist meal Mi Schoultz 
pioduced with timinph a gigantic specimen of the Russian 
national dish — the peiog, or fish-pie In this case the 
peiog consisted of layeis of paste, meal, smoked salmon, 
and white cabbage, with a coveimg of v beaten ciust It 
is a cunously flavomed dish, but by no means to be 
despised by a hungiy man The Russians aie exceedingly 
fond of peiog, indeed, it is only a few months since a 
peasant got himself into senous tioublc foi e\piessmg his 
fondness foi it in too unmeasuied teinis Aftei woilang 
his way thiougli a paiticulaily delicious peiog, he dcclaied 
that he would lathei luss the gill who had made it than 
the ikon, 01 sacied pictuie of the Bussian national cliuich 
This teuible piece of blasphemy haung been pioied against 
him, he was sentenced to sis months impiisonment, but a 
highei tubunal, lecogmsmg that this was unduly seveie, 
subsequently 1 emitted five-sixths of the sentence. Oui 
peiog was ceitamly not unappetismg when it amved on 
boaid, but I should not have thought it woith even a 
month’s impiisonment Moieo^ei, the table being chiefly 
occupied by the beef, a place was found foi it on the flooi, 
and, as oui space was exceedingly limited, we frequently 
found oui selves walking about in the pie The fiagments 
weie subsequently gatheied togethei and put m a safei 
place, but somehow it lemamed lathei neglected aftei 
this tieatment 

It was neaily nightfall when at length we came to 
anchoi close m shoie m Stielok Bay, and we weie soon on 
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land sun eying the deseited scene where, a few jeais befoie, 
a hopeful young colony had been planted Foi , some twenty 
yeais ago, a laige paity of Finnish emigrants obtained a 
grant of land bom the Tsai and settled down m this pietty 
bay, Captam Hook, the commandei of the Anna, being the 
leadei of the expedition and mastei of the vessel m which 
the emigiants sailed fiom Euiope to Sibena, and Mi 
Sclioultz one of its most actne membeis The attempt at 
colonisation had pioied a failuie , but many of the Finnish 
emigiants aie still to be found living comfoitably m the 
towns and ullages of Eastern Sibena Then log-houses 
at Stielok Bay haie entnety disappeaied , but a close 
examination of the soil m many plaees s till leieals the 
signs of foimei cultivation 

Since those days Captain Hook had led a lemaikable 
hfe of adventuie Sometimes living fai away fiom civi- 
lised towns, sunounded by savage tubes, sometimes whale- 
lislnng off the coast of Kamchatka, he had amassed a 
wondeiful stoie of cunous knowledge, and could tell many 
maivellous tales of adientuie Aftei one of his expeditions 
he letuined to his lonely house to find his whole family 
and household muideied by Tungus loieis To this 
incident I nevei heaid the captam lefei , but to the 
deep influence that the temble event had had upon his 
life, and upon his mannei of legal ding the wdiole Chinese 
iace,his fnends m Vladivostok boie stiange testimonj^ As 
a tigei-slayei he had established quite a wide local leputa- 
tion , and one stoiy told of him is veiy ehaiactenstie of his 
coolness of mannei and steadiness of neive It is said that 
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he was once sti oiling along with his nflc in Ins hand m 
seaich of deei, when a tigei suddenly spiang fiom covei and 
ciouched down a few yaids in fiont of him Advancing age 
has compelled the captain to take to spectacles , and on 
this occasion they had become dimmed in a mannei which 
was not likely to conduce to a suie aim The captain 
accoidmgly lemoved his glasses, carefully wiped them, 
leplaced them, then laised the nfle and shot the beast 
thiough the lieai t 

It was too late foi any expedition on the day of oui 
amval, and accoidmgly, aftei a slioit stioll, w T e letuined 
to the sloop, and turned m foi the night Cheeping feet- 
foiemost into the cievice which was to accommodate foui 
of oui company, I was soon sti etched out foi sleep , but 
the comfoit would ceitamly have been gieatei had it not 
been for the stove, the chimney of which sened latliei 
foi ornament than foi use The most exciting moments, 
howevei, weie those when the captain lose fiom his bunk 
and leplemshed the file Dense volumes of black smoke 
would then use fiom the stove, and come culling into our 
stiange bedplace, from which, as the end was blocked, they 
found no outlet Mi Schoultz and the lieutenant, who 
weie lying with then heads turned mwaids, would slowly 
crawl out half suffocated, and ventuie then lemonstiances 
‘ "What’s the mattei ? ’ asks the captain. The lieutenant 
says something vigoious in Eussian, and Mi Schoultz 
complains m English of the smoke « Smoke > ’ says the 
captain, ‘theie’s no smoke, it’s steam fiom the kettle/ 
and, chuckhng, he betakes himself to his bunk We le- 
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sign ouiselves to the caibonised au, and aie soon fast 
asleep , 

By daylight the nest morning we weie all astn The 
samovai, the gieat biass tea-uin heated by chaicoal — the 
foiemost and most impoitant of all the Bussian household 
gods — was soon steaming , and, having fortified ouiselves 
with glass aftei glass of hot tea, accompanied by chunks 
of cold beef and biead, we weie quickly on shore, tiaihng off 
in diffeient dnections, singly 01 in pans, in seaich of deei 
It was my fiist expenence of this species of spoit, and Mi. 
Schoultz, an old huntei, took me undei his piotection, 
and initiated me into the mystenes of deei -stalking A 
thm layei of snow was on the giound, but as the day woie 
on the weathei became quite mild, and the melting of the 
snow upon our boots told us that the thermometer scarcely 
stood as low as fieezing point. It was a magnificent 
countiy ovei which we tiamped Fine hills lose aiound 
us on eveiy side, and as we climbed labonously up then 
steep slopes, foicmg oui way through thick undei giowth, m 
spots peihaps nevei tiodden by man befoie, we caught 
sight, between the lnll-peaks, of pleasant glimpses of the 
sea on almost eveiy side, foi we weie on a nanow neck of 
land juttmg into the ocean All the morning a thick mist 
hung ovei the valleys, and, though occasionally we heaid 
the cuiious balking of a species of loebuck, which abounds 
in these distncts, all effoits to approach them were limitless 
Later m the day the mist lifted, and seveial times we saw 
a small held of loebuck grazing on the hillsides or m the 
valleys But the conditions were unfavourable to sue- 
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cessful stalking, and always long befoic wc could get witlnn 
easy lange we saw then white tails gleaming abo\e the 
long glass, as they scampeied off and disappeaied fiom 
sight ovei the slope of a hill, a fruitless bullet or two 
speeding aftei them. 

Despite the snowy piospect, it was waim woik clambei- 
mg ovei the hills amidst the thick undeigiowth , but my 
companion had neveitheless donned his heavy deciskin 
kukhanka, expenence haung taught him that m this guiso 
he could appioach much neaiei to the heids than in any 
othei hunting costume, the animals piobably mistaking 
him foi one of then own species The adoption of this 
guise was not altogetliei without its lisks , foi it had 
happened moie than once that a deei-stalkei, catching a 
glimpse between the tiees of what was undoubtedly a 
poition of a deei’s hide, had taken aim and fned, with 
disastious consequences to a fellow-spoitsman 

At length we leached a little open biook, and legaled 
oui selves with a meal of cold beef and peiog, washed 
down with spaikhng watei, and, aftei a few moie fiuitless 
efforts to secuie a puze, turned oui faces disconsolately 
towaids the boat I am afiaid it was not altogetliei with 
legiet we learnt that the lemaunng membeis of the 
expedition had been no moie foitunate than oui selves. 
It was late at night when Mi Then and the lieutenant 
amved at the boat In the endeavoui to steei acioss 
countiy by compass they had lost themselves, and at 
nightfall had stiuck the shoie miles away fiom the boat 
Heie they had foitunately stiuck on a httle native Tungus 
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camp, wheie they obtained lefiesliment and tempoiaiy 
sheltei My fellow-voyagei appealed with his legs and 
feet encased in a wondeiful pan of skm moccasms, of a 
type seen nowlieie out of Sibena His own patent 
Amencan huntmg hoots having given out, he had, by a 
mixtuie of bubeiy and the awe mspned by the Bussian 
militaiy giade of his compamon, succeeded with some 
difficulty in inducing his Manza host to pait with the 
moccasins off his feet 

It was pleasant to sit lound the file m the smoky httle 
cabin and lest oui weaiy limbs, while we lelated oui 
adi entuies of the day, and told and listened to tales of 
tiavel and hfe in vanous quaiteis of the globe, though we 
weie often inclined to etuse the foohsh ambition of the 
towel -buildeis of Babel, if it be tiue that to them we owe 
oui multiplicity of languages All of us, howevei, could 
conveise in the English language with the smgle exception 
of the lieutenant, with whom those who knew no Bussian 
had to communicate m fiagmentaiy Fiench Uien and I 
had leceived, on oui entiance upon the expedition, a new 
baptism, oui Enghsh appellatives being declaied unpio- 
nounceable by Bussian tongues Oui names weie tians- 
lated into the language of the Tsai, accoidmg to the 
univeisal method of addiess which pi evails in Bussia, 
Uien becoming Kail Ivanovich, 01 Chailes the son of 
John, and I, Lev Bikaidovich This style of addiess 
appeals to anyone hut a Eussian exceedingly cumbeisome 
and awkwaid, hut it is nevertheless de iiguem. Even the 
Empeioi appears m all official documents as Alexandei 
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Alexandiovich , and in all classes of society it is exceed- 
ingly laie to lieai anyone addiesscd by Ins family name. 
As Ivan, 01 John, is at least as common in Russia as m 
England, and as the fatheis of half the Johns vcic Johns 
befoie them, one laiely finds oneself m a company of 
model ate size wlieie theie is not moie than one ‘Ivan 
Ivanovich ’ piesent. They aie as plentiful as John Joneses 
in Wales, and give use to no less confusion 

At an eaily horn we letned to lest, bent on letiicvmg 
oui foi tunes on the following day But Mi Schoultz and I 
weie again unlucky Eaily m the day I succeeded m 
getting within easy lange of a fine young loebuck, filed, 
• and wounded it, but failed to tiack it, and lost my only 
chance of distmguislnng myself I lejomed my companion, 
and soon Ins piactised eye discerned some liglit-colomed 
objects moving amid the tiees on the slope of a fai distant 
hill We quietly made oui way to within thice oi foul 
hundred yaids of the spot, and then cleaily distinguished 
two fine laige-antleied stags and two hinds I lemamed 
behind, and left the chase to my moie expenenced comiade, 
watching linn horn behind a tiee as he slowly ciept up to 
the unconscious animals He had scaicely got withui 
filing distance, howevei, befoie an old stag scented daimei, 
and lifted his nose in the an Mi Schoultz fii ed at once, but 
without appai ent effect, and the foui deei bounded away 
ovei the blow of the hill Disconsolately we walked foi- 
waid, and suiveyed the now deseited feedmg-giound but 
we soon lelieved oui disappointment with nips of whisky 
and diaughts of hot tea, foi we had to-day taken the pie- 
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caution of bunging with us a kettle improvised fiom an 
empty pieseived-meat tin There was no water to be 
found, but heie and theie a small patch of snow remained 
scarcely soiled, and little by little we filled our small kettle 
as the snow melted within it , and although the concoction 
may have gamed an unwonted flavom fiom the fragments 
of dried leaves of the finest which had been put into the 
pot with the snow, it was refieslung enough 

Aftei an unsuccessful but by no means unmteiestmg or 
uneventful day’s spoit, we pioceeded boatwaids along a 
ridge of snow-tipped hills My companion told me that 
this ndge had been noted m the old days of the Finnish 
settlement as a favourite tiger-walk, and ve had pro- 
ceeded but a little faithei when we saw winding along m 
the snow befoie us the tiacks, evidently quite lecently 
made, of a laige tigei Theie was the round pad of the 
foot with the foui toe-maiks befoie it, so cleai and peifect, 
that even to a * griffin ’ like myself the natuie of the game 
was unmistakable Some of the footpimts weie stained 
with blood, and the maiks of human feet with those of a 
dog by the side, told us that Captam Hook had followed the 
ciest of these hills before us Speculating as to whether 
the two senes of footmaiks had any connection, we de- 
scended into a hollow, and soon a loebuck lan right acioss 
our path some distance ahead. We both filed, but our 
bullets dropped short, and immediately aftei waids we heaid 
a lusthng as of some animal pushing its way thiough the 
long glass below us It was pi obably a tiger, my companion 
said, but I was not anxious to investigate It would cei- 
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tamly have been a tuuinpli io entci Vladivostok with the 
ngid coipse of a tiger placed in a life-like position at the 
prow of oui sloop, but tlieio would luuc been a ccitam 
amount of usk attaching to the attempt One of the 
pleasuies of tigei -shooting m a fngid climate is the imposing 
style m which the successful liuntoi can make Ins entiy 
into town While the body of the tigei is stillening with 
host, it is placed in some becoming attitude — rampant or 
legal dant, passant 01 couchant — and allowed to become 
ngid m this foim It is thus placed on the fiont of the 
huntei’s sledge, and so udes tiiumphantly into town. 
Vladivostok has moie than once turned out cn masse to 
witness this stiange sight 

On anivmg at the last lull oveilookmg Stielok Bay, we 
saw no signs of the boat , but v r e soon discerned it lying 
in the ne\t bend of the shoio, known as Basboimk Bay. 
Having bestowed oui blessing upon the unknown membei 
of the paity who was responsible foi leadmg us astiay, we 
proceeded to the spot, and found that the sloop had been 
lemoved foi the puipose of taking on board a flue stag 
and hind, which had fallen victims to the captain’s skill. 
He had come upon thiee deei feeding togotliei, and, aimed 
with a Winchester lepeatei, he had killed one and wounded 
each of the otlieis — one so badly that he was quickly able 
to oveitalce it and bimg it down with a second shot The 
captam’s dog followed the thud, and as it letuined with 
fangs coveied with blood, it was evident that all tlnee deei 
had been bi ought down — no mean achievement The 
dog, which was not a highly trained animal, lesisted eveiy 
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effoit to induce it to lead its mastei to the spot wheie it 
had bi ought down the thud deei, and the hope of finding 
it was abandoned With 1 egai d to orn tigei , the captain had, 
like oui selves, seen nothing moie of it than its footpimts, 
but he had baited the tiack with a ncbly poisoned mass of 
the deei’s entiails Next moinmg the bait had disappeaied , 
but no dead tigei was found, and whether he 01 some 
unfoilunate annual belonging to a smallei species of caini- 
voia had pai taken of the unwholesome feast we weie unable 
to discovei 

Foi the next two days and a half we continued to stalk 
the countiy with vaiymg fortunes On the thud moinmg 
we shifted oui giound, and anchoied in the bay of a little 
island wheie some deseited huts on the beach marked the 
site on which a paity of natives had encamped duimg the 
summei We found the little island fanly stocked with 
game, foi the smooth watei between these isles and the 
mainland becomes at midwmtei entnely fiozen ovei, and 
the deei fiequently cioss ovei fiom Siberia on the ice and 
found new colonies We had stayed only an houi 01 two 
on the island, and added but one roebuck to oui stock of 
game, when the blue-petei was metaphorically hoisted, and 
we speedily set sail homewaid bound We hadm all seven 
deei on boaid, thiee laige antleied stags, a hmd, and thiee 
loebucks — not a specially big bag, but not to be sniffed at, 
especially when it is lemembeied that two of the paity weie 
‘giiffins’ and contributed nothing to the scoie At the 
'woist, too, oui bag piovided us. with a magnificent feast of 
fried deei’s livei duiing each of the last thiee days of oui 
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expedition ; and subsequently, wlien on slioie, we tested the 
qualities of tbe Sibenan loebuck as a venison-pioducmg 
annual, and found it immensely supenoi to anything we 
had tasted in that lme since leaving England. "We had 
confined our attentions entnely to deei, though we weie 
told that theie weie, m the neighbourhood of Stielok Bay, 
some good natuial pheasant pieseives , and a few flocks of 
wild duck still lemamed, though thousands of their biethien 
' hadmigiated southwards some weeks earliei. Had we been 
anxious foi a moie excitmg species of spoit We might have 
vaiied the monotony of tigei -hunting with an occasional 
search foi a beai, of which some laige species infest the 
locahty 

We staited noithwaids, patiently leeoneilmg oui selves to 
a long and tedious voyage beatmg agamst the wind How - 
evei, the theimometei stood many degiees higliei than 
when we staited on oui little expedition The headlands 
and capes, standing boldly out m the beautifully cleai 
an, looked exceedmgly pietty, and the little sloop, with hei 
figuie-head foimed of a wall us skull — a tiophy of one of 
the captain s whaling expeditions in Kamchatka — scudded 
ovei the watei with a pleasant motion Aftei a tune the 
wind, which foi five days had lemained steadily opposed to 
our letum, veeied lound a little, and within ten houis we 
Weie once moie at anchoi in "Vladivostok haibom 
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Ocean sledging — Wanted, snow and ice— A snowfall and a transforma- 
tion — Ajovial Ispravnik — ‘ Sei chas ’ — ‘ British arrogance ’ — Afnend 
m need — Passports and podorozlmayas — Cattle lifting — An officei 
and a perfect gentleman — Exasperating delays — The last tnp of the 
Baikal — Dismal foiebodings — Parasites andkidnappers — A Bussian 
dish — A purga — More delaj s — Off at last 

The tiaveUei who has made op his mmd to sledge lus way 
homewaid fiom Vladivostok usually begins his expenences 
■vuth a taste of the pleasuie of ocean sledging— stai ting 
away acioss the fiozen haiboui and skntmg the coast as 
fai as the mouth of the Suifun Bivei, up which he ghdes to 
the little town of Rasdolnoi, connected in summei with 
Vladivostok by legulai steam communication But the 
wrntei of 1886-7 was somewhat late in setting m Day by 
day we watched the slow piogiess of the ice, which at length 
began to skirt the shoie m the most shelteied pait of the 
bay , and day aftei day we listened with disgust as our 
lesident fuends congiatulated each othei on the mildness 
of the season Oui gieatest cause of anxiety was, howevei, 
the absence of snow Between Vladivostok and the Khanka. 
Lake moie than a hundied miles of load had to be tiaveised, 
and as the tune of orn depaituie diew neai we feaied 
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tliat -we should he put to consideiable expense and m- 
convemenee in tianspoitmg oui sledge, oui baggage, and 
ourselves ovei this snowless tiaclc. Eaily m Decembei we 
leeeived the welcome news that the Khanka Lake "was 
fiozen over, and that m a few days it would be passable, 
but we had haidly been mspmted by this mtelligence when 
w r e heaid that a violent stoim had smashed up the ice on 
the suiface of the lake, and nature had to begin all its woxk 
afiesh 

At length on the moinmg of Decembei 7 a prospect of 
unbioken whiteness fiom oui hotel windows gladdened oui 
eyes Snow had fallen heavily dui mg the night At once 
the whole stieet locomotion undeiwent a change Scaicely 
a wheeled vehicle w T as to be Been Little loughly built 
sledges, with then contents laised but a few r inches fi om 
the giound, seived the puipose of waggons and caits ; and 
pietty little light vehicles on mnneis took the places of 
carnages and tiaps 

Aheady foi some days the hotel had been filled with 
militaiy officeis, waiting, like oui selves, foi the wintei load 
to open, that they might pioceed to then respective stations 
up countiy , and among othei expectant tiavelleis was an 
Ispiavnik, 01 govemoi of a distnct, about to letuin to his 
home in the noith He was a jovial boisteious soul, with 
none of the dignified leseive which might be expected to 
attach to one who filled so exalted an office Indeed, he 
appeared to be the life and soul of the meny company with 
whom he was generally to be seen, and I often deeply ie- 
gretted that my almost entne ignoiance of the Bussian 
language pi evented me fiom appreciating the quips and 



sallies -with which he used to set the table m a loai Aftei 
the fiist foitmght of oui acquaintance with the Ispiavnik, my 
comiade and I ai lived at the conclusion that he nevei put 
off the disguise of liquoi in which we had invaiiably seen 
him enveloped , but subsequently we met him on moie than 
one occasion in a condition boi dei ing on sobi lety Howevei , 
this httle failing on the pait of the gallant officei did not 
pi event us fiorn leceivmg with giatitude and pleasuie an 
offei fiom him to accompany us as fai as IChabaiovka, to 
smooth the official path foi us, and to piesent us to the 
Goveinoi of the Maiitime Piovince, who would piobably 
give us papeis which would lemove all difficulties horn oui 
pa h foi the lest of oui journey 

Two days aftei the snowfall the Ispiavnik sent a 
message to us bidding us be leady on the second day, and 
we at once communicated with the landloid on the subject 
of oui papei s ‘ Sei chas ’ was the 1 eply ‘ Sei chas ’ always 
is the leply m Russia It is supposed to signify ‘at once,’ 
01 ‘immediately,’ but if the tiavellei who leceives the 
answei imagines that his needs aie going to leceive imme- 
diate attention he will find himself giievously disappointed 
Finding aftei twenty-foui horns that not the shghtest pio- 
giess had been made, we took the mattei out of his hands, 
and with the kmdly assistance of a fuend — Mi Heideimann, 
of the Impenal Russian Telegiaph Sei vice — we ultimately 
bi ought it to a successful issue. We found it no easy task, 
and but foi the patience and peiseveiance with which Mi. 
Heideimann devoted himself to oui mteiests oui difficulties 
would have been infinitely gieatei than they weie 

From Shanghai we had each bi ought with us a docu- 
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ment emblazoned with the Royal Aims of England, lequest- 
mg and lequnmg m the name of hei Majesty all those 
whom it might concern to allow us to pass tluough Sibeiia * 
without let 01 hindiancc, and to affoid us eiery piotection 
of which ue might stand m need. Oui difficulties, however, 
began long be foie ve leached Russian soil, the Russian 
Consul objected to nset the passports Ilei Majesty, he 
aigued, might ‘request’ the Russian authonties to assist 
us , but she had no light to ‘ lequne ’ them to do anything 
whatevei 

A similar ease had oeeuiied shoitly befoie The Rus- 
sian Consul had lefused to counteisjgn a passpoit unless 
the obnoxious voids ‘and requne’ ueie stiuck out The 
Butish Consul-Geneial flatly lefused to altei the passpoit, 
which was m the mvaiiable woiding of such documents, not 
only m England but in most continental countnes , and the 
Russian Consul then evpiessed his willingness to counter- 
sign it if the holdei would himself, on his own lesponsibihty, 
stiilie out the woids objected to The tiavellei, howevei, 
stood on his lights as a Baton, and lefused to make the 
alteiation lequued, with the lesult that he had to pioceed 
on his journey with a useless passpoit, mtke hope of getting 
it rise m Japan In oui case the Consul, on leainmg that 
this highly impoitant mattei had been lefened to the 
English Foieign Office, signed oui passpoits and contented 
himself with enteimg a piotest agamst the arrogance of her 
Majesty’s demand 

When, however, we applied in Vladivostok foi a poimit to 
travel — a podoiozhnaya as it is called — we discoveied that 
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our English passpoits weie by no means sufficient. We 
had fiist to lodge at the Chancelene a Eussian tianslation 
of the Enghsh passpoit, then to leceive a document signed 
by the Govemoi of Vladivostok giaeiouslyjaccoidmg us 
peimission to leside m the Tsai’s dominions foi the space 
of twelve months Then, on piesentmg this at the 
Tieasuiy, we could obtam oui podoiozhnaya 

A podoiozhnaya is a document which enables the holdei 
to demand fiom eveiy station-mastei along a paiticulai 
loute the use of a ceitam numbei of hoises at a fixed tanff of 
payment, and the sei vices of a diivei, known to the Russians 
as a yamshtchik, 01, to give the woid its colloquial pionun- 
ciation, yemshik, as fai as the next station It entitles the 
holdei to fiee lodging at eveiy station along that loute, and, 
if he wishes it, to the use of a Government sledge 01 taiantas 
(a spimgless wheeled vehicle) on payment of a small fee 
Theie aie three kmds of podoiozhnayas The fiist is the 
com lei’s podoiozhnaya, the holdei of which simply flies It 
is almost as much as a man’s hfe is worth to delay a cornier 
The man holdmg this podoiozhnaya can, if theie aie no 
Government hoises at his disposal, demand the use of 
animals belonging to pnvate individuals It is not an un- 
alloyed pleasuie to tiavel with a courier, 01 even with a 
counei’s pass. Oui landloid at Vladivostok boasted that 
he had once made the journey thence to Peteisbuig m 
foity-one days, but I doubt if he enjoyed it It means 
tiavellmg incessantly, day and night, nevei staying any- 
where long enough to obtam a decent meal or an hour’s 
lest, and it is an expenence which only men of extia- 
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oidmaiy physique could enduie The second class of pei- 
mits to travel is the Ciown podoiozhnaya, which is obtain- 
able by any militaiy or naval officei 01 Government soivant. 
Occasionally a Ciown podoiozhmoya is gi anted to a pnvatc 
individual, but veiy seldom Its advantages over the 
thiid, 01 pnvate podoiozhnaya, consists in a prioiity of claim 
foi hoises A moi chant may have been waiting for horns, 
or even days, at a post-station, and just as he is about to 
stait, a petty oflicial may ai live, demand the only available 
horses, and leaie the mei chant to cxeicise his patience 
until anothei team annes, u lien he will stand a good 
chance of expenoncmg a similai disappointment The 
couiiei’s and Ciown podoiozlmayas aie given fiee to those 
who aie consideied entitled to them , foi the pnvate pass, 
which can he obtained by anyone who has a clean lecoid 
at the police office, a tax is demanded of half a kopek pci 
horse per veist A kopek is about a fai thing, and a veist 
is two-thuds of a mile , and as podoiozlmayas are usually 
taken out foi two hoises, the tax thus amounts to about 
a shilling for eveiy thiity-two miles Two or tluee men, 
howevei, usually tiavel with one podoiozhnaya, and the 
cost pei man is thus 1 educed. 

Belying on our own resouices, we had come to 
Vladivostok without official introductions of any land ; and 
consequently the common or pnvate podoiozhnaya was the 
best we were able to obtain At length, aftei repeated 
journeys to the Chancelerie and Tieasuiy, and by dmt of 
bunging the fiiendly influence of the Ispiavmk to beai on 
the Govemoi, oui papeis weie received m due oidei two 
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days after the date fixed for orn depaituie, and it was 
definitely decided that a stait should he made next morning 
The caiavan was to consist of two sledges, the Ispiavmk 
being accompanied by an ex-mihtaiy officei who had just 
been stripped of his unifoim by court-maitial and sentenced 
to a teim of exile in Yakutsk on a chaige of having used 
his tioops foi the puipose of making armed laids on the 
Coieans and stealing their cattle Part of the sentence 
was that he should pioceed to Yakutsk on foot, but 
fiiendly influence is often very effective in inducing Russian 
officials to wink then eyes, and, the exile having given his 
paiole of honour that he would not attempt to escape, oui 
friend the Ispiavmk had offeied to give him a hft as fai as 
Kliabaiovka, wheie he could remain foi the wintei and 
pioceed to his destination in the following spimg, the Court 
having gianted him an allowance — amounting, I thmk, to 
some fifteen or sixteen shillings a month — to hve on duiing 
his exile At first we felt a little doubtful about accepting 
the companionship of a man convicted of systematic ‘lobbeiy 
with violence,’ but we weie assuied by a fuend that the 
ex-officer was a ‘perfect gentleman,’ and we consoled oui- 
selves with the reflection that moie than one noble Butish 
family owes the origin of its fortunes to similar exploits. 

The ice was now beginning to stietch acioss the haiboui, 
and on December 10 the last mei chant steamei of the 
season — the Baikal — left for the south Oui retieat was 
now cut off, and if the idea of abandoning oui enterpiise 
had occuried to us, we should have had to reconcile oui- 
selves to foui oi five months’ lesidence in the frozen port 
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In foimor ycais the Baikal used to mako ono latei trip 
from China and land her cargo on the frozen hay ; but on 
ono occasion the icogavo way, and sovcial bundled pounds’ 
worth of caigo went to the bottom , and the experiment 
was not lcpcaled 

The accounts of Siberian tiavel winch we had heard 
since oui amval had not been altogether lcassuimg, and 
we soon pciceived that e\en the Rusbians thcmselvos when 
bound foi Euiope appealed to inlimtely prefci the ocean 
route. One excellent friend, who had been ten ycais m 
Vladivostok, diow foi om delectation, with the kindliest 
intentions, daik pictiues of the fate m store foi us if wo 
persisted in oui penlous entei prise. lie mfoimed us of 
the exact numbei of loathsome insects which would pioy 
upon oui bodies at oveiy post-station, and pictured us as 
lost m some obscuie villago, unable to communicate with 
those about us oi to make known our wants, pow'ciless to 
■obtain the necossaiy means for making oui way baclnvards 
01 forwaids, a pioy to lobbois, in conflict with venal, 
unjust, and extoitionatc officials who would ill-treat us and 
imprison us till an expedition sent by oui friends Bhould 
come to oui lolief— if, haply, it came m time. In calmer 
moments ho admitted that the pictuiewas ovoidrawn ; but 
he justified the excess of colouimg on the ground of his 
anxiety that if we came to grief it should not be for want 
of warning Anothoi friend spoke to us m all sonousness 
of the dangei of our being kidnapped by Cossacks and sent 
to woilc m the mines ; and he advised us to wiio to our 
friends from eveiy telegraph- station along the route, so 
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that in case of oui being ovei taken by this fate, oui friends 
would know wheie to commence the seaich foi oui discoveiy 
Old travellers, howevei, gave us leassuimg accounts of the 
voyage, and we did not allow ouiselves to be discouiaged 
On the morning of Tuesday, Decembei 14, all was 
piepaied foi a stait A supply of fresh piovisions had 
been piepared undei the dnection of the landloid of the 
* Golden Horn,’ and duly frozen leady foi tianspoit Mine 
host, who in the comse of his wanderings had picked up 
peihaps half a dozen woids of English, endeavouied with 
gusto to describe to us in our own language the feasts he 
had piepaied foi us He got along swimmingly until he 
came to a dish which is known m hiB language as ‘ Kosbif ’ 
— not altogether dissimilai to another Russian dish, called 
in the vernaculai ‘bifshtek’ Mi Geletsky vainly lacked 
Ins biams m the endeavour to call to mind the English 
name of this dish, and at last, turning to Mi Hagemann, 
who, though an Englishman, speaks Russian like a native, 
he asked, ‘ What is the Enghsh foi “ Rosbif ” ? ’ 

All, then, was prepaied by Tuesday morning , but nevei- 
theless we did not use in a veiy hopeful frame of mind 
During the night oui lest had been disturbed by the howling 
of wind in the chimney, and when in the morning we looked 
out from the windows to see what was in store foi us a 
strange sight met oui eyes A puiga was 1 aging — one of 
those fieice snowstoims which visit with especial violence 
the eastern shores of Asiatic Russia Close m front of the 
hotel stretched a httle mountain range of snow, with fan- 
tastically curled peaks, partially hiding the view from oui 
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windows on the second flooi. Very little snow appeared 
to be falling, but the an oveihead was dense with fine 
white powdei whuled up fiom the snowy gionnd to above 
the loofs of the bouses, a quantity even insinuating itself 
through devices of doois, cieepmg up stan cases, and fin din g 

a resting place almost 
at the feet of the huge 
stoves which of neces- 
sity occupy so laige 
a poi tion of the space 
in Russian houses. 
Thiough this blind- 
ing snow a few hardy 
spmts fought their 
way to the hotel, 
and, while foitifymg 
themselves foi a fui- 
thei battle with the 
stoim, clieeied the 
heaits of the tia- 
velleis w r ith stoiies 
suggested by the 
scene without This, 
we weie told, w r as a 
puiga, but minus the cold— for the theimometei as yet 
legisteied only a few degiees of host, and we were left to 
imagine the delights of spending two 01 thiee days in an 
open sledge in the midst of Khanka Lake m forty or fifty 
degiees of frost, with the biting wind duving the snow into 
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oui faces, and with eveiy vestige of the tiack obhteiated — 
an expeuence which had happened to at least one lesident of 
■Vladivostok while letuining home horn Khabaiovka 

All idea of staitmg that day had, of com.se, to be 
abandoned Had we been willing om selves to face the 
stoim, it would have been impossible to obtam either hoises 
01 yemshik Business, indeed, appeared to be suspended, 
the stieets being utterly impassable foi vehicles, and all but 
impassable for foot passengers. Befoie five o’clock in the 
evening the hotel, which was usually filled with convivial and 
noisy spmts till the small horns of the morning, was closed, 
and the servants weie m bed, with the exception of one 
Chinaman who had been mstiucted to seive us with dinnei 
in om cupboaid-bediooms We soon, howevei, convinced 
the household that a piofound knowledge of the Russian 
language is not necessaiy to the puipose of effecting a tem- 
poiaiy leform in the Russian system of hotel management 
By the following morning the wind had subsided. 
Hundieds of Chinese and Coieans, as well as a good many 
Russians, weie soon engaged m cuttmg pathways thiough 
the mountainous diifts of snow, and by midday locomotion 
once more became easy It was ananged that om sledge 
should stait at once, and that the Ispiavmk and the cattle- 
lifter should follow us next day, catching us up before we 
ainved at the Khanka Lake On a messengei being de- 
spatched to the post-station foi horses, however, he returned 
with the comforting intelligence that they would be ready 
for us m two days We repaued to the station, intei viewed 
the station-mastei,and tried remonstrance and bubeiy, but 
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without avail. Theie weie but foui tioikas, 01 sets of ihiee 
hoises, kept for Government posting puiposes, and as 
numbeis of tiavelleis bound foi neigbbouimg inland towns 
had, like oui selves, been waiting foi the wmtei load to 
open, theie was a demand altogethei exceeding the supply 
Theie weie six Ciown podoiozhnayas and a gieatei numbei 
of pnvate ones befoie us. Had we then possessed the expe- 
rience of Sibenan tiavel which we afterwaids acquned, we 
should have at once gone m seaich of hoises belongmgto 
pnvate individuals, which aie neaily always to be obtamed 
m Eastern Siberia foi at most a little moi e than double 
faies , but as it was we lesigned oui selves patiently to a 
fuithei delay of two days On the following ruoinmg the 
Ispiavmk and the convict officei took tlieii depaituie, and 
at nine o’clock on Fnday morning, December 17 , 01 the 5 th 
accoidmgto the Russian Calendai, the fiist tioila, 01 set of 
thiee, out of the thousand odd hoises which weie to cany us 
to the boideis of civilisation appealed m sight They weie 
thiee shaggy, ungioomed animals, looking quite unfit foi the 
woik befoie them , but expenence soon taught us that theie 
is a wondeiful degiee of stiength and staying-power m 
these Asiatic hoi bob. Astride the fiist sat a yemsliik 
beai mg befoie him a huge duga — the wooden aich which 
foi ms so conspicuous a poition of the harness of eveiy 
draught hoise in Russia, fiojn the Baltic to the Pacific. 
Biilliant with blue and led and gieen paint, it piesented— 
when fastened to the shafts above the head of the cento, al 
hoise of our tioika — a stnking conti ast to the dingy vehicle 
which foi the next nine weeks was to be oui home. 
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The packing of a Siberian posting sledge is a science 
which cannot he 
mastered in a 
single lesson, but 
with some difficulty 
onr huge array of 
baggage was fitted 
on, competely fill- 
ing the sledge np 
to the level of the 
driver’s seat- Over 
the whole our thick 
folding mattress 
of raw cotton was 
spread, and having 
donned our furs 
we were soon com- 
fortably ensconced 
amid pillows and 
rugs ; and, waving 
farewells to the 
friends who had 
collected to witness 
the setting out of 
our expedition, we 
started off at a 
gallop on the first 

of the four hundred odd stages which were before us 
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CHAPTER VI 

VLADIVOSTOK TO KHABAUOVKA 

Good bj e to Vladivostok — The effects of the puiga — First experiences 
of load-sledging — Sledge bells — The fiist post-station — Tea dunk- 
ing in Russia — Wellington bellows— Sledging by niglit — An un- 
welcome equine visitoi — Tigrova — Rasdolnoi — Fall of tho tlienno- 
metei — Nikolsk — Kamcn Rmboloff — An unexpected meetmg and a 
welcome rest — The Khanka Lake — Marvellous effects of frost and 
stoim — Slow piogiess — Fiost-bitten yemslnks — Libellous loyalty 
— Russian emigiants — He had never heard of London — The Sun- 
gacha— The holders of China — The mails — An affectionate starosta 
— The TJssuu — The perfection of sledging— Siberian post-stations 
and peasants’ homes — Ka7akevitch — Anivnl at Khnbaroika 

At last we had fanly staited The many disheaitenmg 
obstacles which had ansen one aftei anothei m the way of 
orn depaituie had all been oveicome, and it was with a 
keen sense of lehef and of pleasuiable expectancy that we 
settled ouiselves comfoitably among our cushions as the 
hoises turned theii backs on Vladivostok and plunged up 
the steep ascent leading ovei the blow of the hills at the 
back of the poit. 

Eoi the fiist five 01 six hunched yaids oui piospects did 
not look veiy encouiaging. The effects of the lecent puiga 
weie eveiywheie painfully appaient The slopes of the 
hills looking seawaids, which had been exposed to the full 
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fuiy of the stoim, weie entnely denuded of snow, and the 
hoises stiuggled painfully as they diagged the heavy sledge 
up the steep inclines, gimding the loose stones undei oui 
non-shod lunners. Then in the valleys, wheie the snow 
had diifted to a depth of many feet, the animals found then 
woik scaicely less toilsome But one must not be too 
sensitive to the suffeung of his hoises if he would tiavel 
thiough Sibena with a quiet conscience 



In a little while the load impioved The sun shone out 
bughtly, and the weathei became so mild that even while 
i echoing in a sledge we found a single sheepskin coat almost 
too waim foi comfoit The exlnlaiating sensation of glid- 
ing ovei a smooth snow road, with tlnee fiesh, high-spnited 
hoises galloping befoie us, raised oui spnits to the veige 
of exultation, and a sledge journey thiough Asia appealed 
to us the most delightful of holiday exclusions. As soon 
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as we weie cleai of the town the yemshik descended fiom 
his peich and loosened the clappeis of two laige bells sus- 
pended m the duga, and we had oui fiist taste of the 
music which was to accompany us fiom the Pacific to the 
Uials The sledge bells of Sibena aie not the tinkling 
silvei bells of Poe’s fancy They aie often as laige as an 
oidmaiy English dmnei bell. They vaiy in number fiom 
one up to five 01 six, and aie not always tuned to haimony. 
At fiist the ceaseless clanging is by no means agieeable, but 
aftei a time the eai becomes accustomed to it, and when 
on one 01 two occasions, while tiavelling with pi irate lioi ses, 
no bells weie supplied to us, we felt that something was 
wantmg to the due enjoyment of sledging 

The load lay foi some miles thiough the midst of a 
dense wood, which at one time coveied the whole site on 
which "Vladivostok stands. Eoohshly enough the foundeis 
of the Eastern poit earned then woik of cleaiingthe giound 
to such an absuid extent that scaicely a single tiee has 
been left standing within the limits of the town to affoid 
sheltei to the lesidents dunng the sultiy summei days; 
but out beyond the hills the countiy must be exceedingly 
beautiful when thetiees and bushes aie clothed with fohage, 
and the whole countiy is gieen , and even as we saw it in 
wintei, when the snow lay thick undei the tiees, whose 
blanches had been swept clean by the high winds, the scene 
was by no means devoid of giandeui 

Eveiy heie and theie pietty glimpses of the bays could 
be obtained horn between the hills, the ice sti etc hin g away 
foi a consideiable distance fiom. the shoie Wooden veist- 
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posts maiked at eveiy two-timds of a mile the distance we 
had come, and the numbei of veists to the next station. 
Just aftei passing the nmeteenth post we came in sight of 
thefhst of the many fiee hotels whose accommodation we 
weie to shaie It was a wooden building of substantial 
size, with a laige lailed mclosuie adjoining, m which weie 
a numbei of hoises Outside weie two 01 thiee sledges 
laden with baggage , and when we enteied the guest-ioom 
we found it occupied by five othei tiavelleis A Swedish 
mei chant and an Amencan whaling captam, tiavelling 
togethei, foimed one paity We had aheady made then 
acquaintance in Vladivostok, and fiom them we obtained 
aheaity welcome, and an invitation to tea-diinking They 
weie pioceeding to Nikolsk, a thuvmg httle agncultural 
and manufactuiing town some sixty miles fiom the seapoit. 
We learnt to oui chagiin that the eia of delays was by no 
means ovei Tiavelleis weie still many and hoises few, 
and theie was no piospect of oui lesummg oui journey for 
twelve horns We took advantage of the delay to enter 
moie scientifically into the study of sledge-packing, and, 
having oideied the samovai, lesigned oui selves patiently to 
wait foi hoises 

Without the samovai wmtei tiavelling in Sibena would 
be almost an impossibility No one who has not had some 
expenence of sledging m Russia can piopeily appieciate the 
wondeiful sustaining powei of good hot tea Russians 
have long held the leputation of diinlung the finest tea to 
he obtained out of China , and this leputation is thoroughly 
deseived How fai the fact is attnbutable to then unpoit- 
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ing the product oveiland instead of by sea, and liow fai to 
the purchase b3 r theii merchants of the best and most 
expensive teas grown in China, is a question which must 
be left to e\pei ts; but of the fact itself no tiavcller m 
Eussia 01 Sibena can be ignoiant 

Much of the popularity of tea-dunking m Eussia must, 
however, be attubuted to that excellent institution the 
samovar. This is a laige uin, with a leceptaclc foi a cliai- 
coal fiie beneath, and a chimney 1 mining light tlnotigh the 
centre. Howevei many the paifcy may consist of, the teapot 
is geneially xeiy small, but the blew within it is so stiong 
that a table-spoonful is enough foi a half-pmt of tea when 
pouied into the tumblei and diluted with w’atci fiom the 
boiling samovai. Foi tea is always diunk fiom glasses m 
Eussia, geneially without milk, and fiequently with a slight 
flavouimg of lemon Novices accustomed to a handled cup 
sometimes complain that the hot tumbler calcines the tips 
of then fingeis , but those w r ho have given the system a fan 
tual will admit that tea loses half its flavour w T hen diunk 
out of china 01 eaithenware Whatevei else may fail, one 
can always obtain at any post-station oi cottage m Sibeiia 
or Eussia, on payment of a few kopeks, a boiling samovai, 
a teapot, and glasses Should the chaicoal fiie lefuse to 
bum well, he has the lemedy at his command, as we learnt 
duimg our deei -shooting exclusion One evening the 
mate and cook announced with cliagnn, when w r e w r eie 
impatiently waiting foi tea, that the chaicoal fiieplaee in 
the samovar was clogged, and nothing would induce the 
fuel to bum. ‘Have you tiled the boot? ’ asked Captam 
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togetlier to Nilcolaevsk, while the thild, a puie Geiman, 
was bound for the ncighbouimg town of Nikolsk 

It lequnes a ceitam amount of piactico to sleep m a 
sledge on a lough, hilly load, with the knowledge that 
eveiy two or tlnee houis, 01 less, one must alight at a 
station, asceitam and pay the faie foi the next stage, select 
and present to the yomslnk a jjoinbove m accoi dance 
with his deseits, see ficsh hoises liainesscd, and lopack 
himself in the vehicle ; and foi the fiist night ccitamly the 
novelty of oiu situation diove all thoughts of sleep fiom 
our heads. Soon we found oiu selves gliding, though but 
for a shoifc distance, on the fioacn sea. It was a curious 
sensation to be foi the fiist time on a heavy sledge ovei 
deep watei , and it was difficult to pi event the mind fiom 
speculating on the piobable lesults of a clash thiough the 
ice. The thiee sledges, however, made the passage in 
safety, and a little latei an amusing accident seived, ns 
we weie not the suffeiois by it, to give a moie pleasant 
dnection to oui thoughts In descending a steep hill oiu 
sledge, being somewhat heavily laden and caielessly duven, 
took charge of the horses and lushed down upon the sledge 
in fiont, catching it just at the foot of the hill Then 
came an alainung clash Our centie hoise tlnust his 
head completely through the canvas hood of the foiwaid 
sledge and paid an unwelcome visit to our Geiman fuend, 
who was seated withm. A wild confusion ensued in the 
darkness It was some time befoie the thiee yemshiks, 
by dint of much exertion and stiong language, succeeded 
m separating the vehicles, and at thiee m the morning we 
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pulled up safely 
at the dooi of the 
lonely post - sta- 
tion of Tigiova, 
so named because 
it stands m the 
veiy midst of a 
tiger-mfested dis- 
tuct 

Oui Geiman 
fuend tieated the 
little accident 
■which had oc- 
euned to him as 
a huge joke , but 
when we dis- 
eoveied that he 
was tiavellmg by 
pei ekladnaya.and 
the sledge was not 
his own, we weie 
less suipused at 
this The fiont 
sledge, belongmg 
to the two tiavel- 
leis boimd foi 
Nikolaevsk, was 
more senously 
damaged, and its 




88 


VLADIVOSTOK TO KHABAROVKA 


occupants weie compelled to stay foi lepans. In half an 
houi fiesh hoises weie attached to oui sledge, and we we 
once moie undei way. 

Soon aftei daybieakwe lattled down a steep hill and 
enteied the little village of Rasdolnoi— the poit on the 
Suifun Rivei fiom which in summei a little light-di auglit 
steamer luns legularly to Vladivostok and back. Here 
something of a suipuse awaited us Standing at the door 
of the post- station was Lieutenant Ratzul, oui companion 
m the tup to Stielok Bay, w'lio had been sent with his 
company into the wilds on a wood-cutting expedition. 
Having exchanged gieetings and pai taken of a hasty 
bieakfast we lemounted oui sledge 

The shelteiing hills of Vladivostok weie now left far 
behind, and the diffeience in tempeiatme became veiy 
peiceptible. The theimometei fell foi the fiist time below 
zeio The interior of our sledge hood became white with 
hoai-fiost, and eveiy heavy jolt bi ought down on oui 
heads a mmiatuie snowfall, two long icicles suspended 
themselves horn my companion’s moustache, and effected 
a junction with the collai of his shuba, while the long hail 
of the hoises became coveied with fiozen peispiiation 
No difficulty was now expenenced in obtaining hoises, and, 
waiting just long enough at each station to exchange oui 
fared beasts foi fiesh ones, and twice to snatch hasty 
meals, we pushed on foi the Khanka Lake Thiough a 
pietty country, constantly ascending and descending steep 
hills, we glided along, sometimes fast, sometimes slow, the 
speed vaiying m dneet piopoition to the eneigy of the 
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yemshik and the stiengtli of his lungs Fiom the cliffs 
above, the httle using town of Nikolsk, lying m a beautiful 
valley, piesented a pietty pictme, with signs of cultivation 
peeping thiough the snow in the fields aiound , and each 
post-station was geneially the centie of a little village of 
log huts 

Towaids thiee o’clock on the following morning we 
approached the village of Kamen Ruiboloff, 01 the Fishei- 
man’s Stone — a militaiy station and poit on the south 
coast of the Khanka Lake Had we chosen the summei 
foi oui tup we should now have had nothing moie fatiguing 
befoie us for two thousand miles than a steamboat 
journey , but neveitheless all the disadvantages weie not 
on oui side Sibenan livei steameis have not gamed the 
reputation of bemg the most comfoi table m the woild , and 
at least m oui sledge we weie fi.ee fiom mosquitoes and 
othei pests of summei ti availing The nights weie now 
moonless, but the stai light leflected upwaids fiom the 
snowy landscape affoided us quite sufficient illumination 
for comfoi table tiavellmg And, indeed, thioughout the 
whole of oui journey, even when foi days the sky was 
oveicast with thick snow-clouds, we nevei once expenenced 
daikness dense enough of itself to lendei tiavellmg un- 
comfoi table 01 dangeious Two 01 thiee times, it is tiue, 
we weie warned against undertaking ceitam passages by 
night, but these weie spots m which, even m bioad day- 
light, one’s sense of secuiity was not very stiong 

On enteimg the tiavelleis’ 100m in the post-house 
of Kamen Ruiboloff we found it ciowded with sleepmg 
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voyageis, among whom we lecognisedseveial acquaintances 
of Vladivostok Beclimng on the only two wooden benches, 
weie our fnend the Ispiavmk and an eldeily Russian 
officei , while lying about the fiooi in all dnections were 

i 

othei sleeping foims, among whom weie a young Austnan 
who had left the seapoit to seek his foitune in Iikutsk, 
and the gentlemanly cattle-lifter. The Ispiavmk lose as 
soon as we enteied, and although he offeied us a couiteous 
welcome he did not look paiticulaily pleased to see us. 
Piesently fiom a lecess divided off fiom the mam 100m by 
the huge Russian stove, emeiged a young aimy doctor and 
his newly mamed wife, tiavelhng togethei to Mikhaelo- 
Semmovska, a mihtaiy station on the Amui Rivei. 

We learnt that the whole paity occupied foui sledges, 
and as theie weie just foui tioikas at the station, it would 
be necessaiy for us to lemain until these hoises had 
accomplished a journey of twenty-one miles, letuined, and 
tested sufficiently to undeitake another tup. We weie 
rathei lejoiced at this misfortune Foity-two horns’ 
tiavelhng without any sleep beyond an occasional five 
mmutes’ nap, had lendered the piospect of an enfoiced 
lest fai fiom unpleasmg Slowly the laige paity lefieshed. 
themselves and piepaied sulkily to lesume their journey- 
Had they not claimed the hoises they knew one team 
would be taken by us, and although it was evident that 
they would have piefened to complete then night’s lest 
befoie pioceedmg, they had to be up and off. By five 
o’clock the foui Bledges had duven away, and we weie 
left in unckstuibed possession of the station. 
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The haidness of oui conches did not pi event oui sleeping 
soundly, and day was pietty fai advanced when we weie 
awoke by a company of soldiers maichmg past the station 
and singing a choius The village itself, with its log huts, 
offeied but httle to attiact the tiaveller, and, having oideied 
a dmnei of loast goose, we occupied the intei vemng time 
m leananging oui sledge with a view to enhancmg its 
comfoi t At noon the spn it thei mometer, cai efully fastened 
m the felt hood of the sledge, lecoided but two 01 thiee 
degiees of fiost, though the great sheet of ice, sti etching 
away to the horizon, told of much severei weathei m the 
nights of the eaily wmtei 

At length at foui o’clock in the afternoon thiee tned 
hoises were harnessed to oui sledge, and we were soon 
scudding over the ice We appeared to be in a new woild. 
The low-lying land on the banks of the lake was soon 
scaicely visible All around Bti etched a vast expanse of 
snow-coveied ice, with heie and theie patches swept bare 
by the wind, looking like gieen bottle-glass as the hoises’ 
hoofs clatteied ovei it. A violent puiga, which had 
occuired while the watei was but freshly fiozen, had 
pioduced some giand effects, piling the ice into long hilly 
langes using twenty 01 moie feet above the level of the 
lake, with huge glassy jagged masses jutting out tlnough 
the thick snow which had smce fallen The sledge-tiack, 
marked out on either side by branches of trees stuck in the 
snow at distances of a few feet, could be seen winding away 
for many miles ahead 

But apart fiom these occasional patches the surface of 
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the lake by no means piesented the glassy smoothness of a 
frozen English pond, and the pace of the tiled hoises 



became misoiably 
slow. Although 
nommally the dis- 
tance horn Kamen 
Pauboloff to the next 
station was twenty 
miles, the ndges 
piled up by the 
stoim had neces- 
sitated the making 
of long detouis m 
the tiack, which 
considerably aug- 
mented the dis- 
tance , and neaily 
foui houis elapsed 
befoie we agam ap- 
pioaelied the shoies 
of the lake m the 
diiection of a lonely 
house. In front of 
this station weie two 
01 thiee bioken- 
down sledges Eiom 


the shoies of the lake the land stietched away to the 


honzon peifectly flat with nevei a tree, and, apait horn 


the one house, with no sign of human habitation; the 



A DESOLATE SCENE 95 

■whole scene conveying a sense of indescubable desola- 
tion 

We weie leceived by a small boy, who told us that the 
station-master was away, and that theie would be no 
hoises till the monow At fiist we imagined that this 
youngstei was foi the time being the sole inhabitant of the 
district , but piesently theie emeiged fiom the yemsbiks’ 



room two 01 thiee sledge-dnvers with faces so badly scaned 
that in oui ignoiance we came to the conclusion that they 
had been lelieving the monotony of existence by a fiee 
fight Subsequently we discoveied that these marks weie 
caused by host-bit e Sitting foi hours on the box, driving 
m the cold wind night and day, and occasionally impeding 
their cuculation by falhng asleep m the keen wind, very 
few of the yemshiks get thiough the wintei without losing 
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the slim of then noses and cheeks In the coldei paits of 
oui journey we scaicely saw one duvei whose face was not 
coveiec/eithei with scabs 01 with patches of pink new skm 
wkicj/ showed wlieie the fiost- bitten cuticle had peeled 
axyay. Howevei, these shght cases of fiost-hite aie, as I 
/Was to learn by experience, moie disfigunng than painful, 
and Sibenan yemshiks pay but little legal d to them. 

Foimeily the loute lay along the western shoies of the 
lake, and the stations now used on the eastern coast aie 
of a bettei class than the oldei buildings. The tiavellcis’ 
loom at Lifu, the fiist station, is quite a spacious, lofty 
apaitment, furnished w'ltli a few Vienna bent- wood chans, 
but no file had been burning m the gieat stove foi some 
houis, and we found oui lestmg-place foi the night de- 
speiately cold and cheeiless And a meal of half-fiozcn 
biead and canned meats baldly seived to enliven oui spmts 
The station-mastei, 01 staiosta as he is usually teimed by 
couitesy — the title implying the head man of a village 
— had, like most of his class ra Eastern Sibena, dis- 
played his loyalty by decoiatmg the walls of his guest-ioom 
with lithogiaphic poitiaits — for the most pait libellous 
cancatuies of the Tsai and the Impel lal family. We 
counted as many as sixteen poitiaits of his Majesty alone. 
Heie he was lepiesented m his coionation lobes; theie at 
lus wedding ceiemony, yet agam amicably jommg hands 
with the Empeiois of Geimany and Austna , then m the 
bosom of his family, on lioiseback, leviewmg his aimy, 
duvmg in an open carnage, and undei a dozen othei con- 
ditions of daily life. 
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Shoitly aftei nightfall a little caiavan of Russian emi- 
giants halted on the shoie of the lake in fiont of the 
station, and weie soon cioucbmg round flies cooking their 
evening meal. In then duty sheepskin clothes, with un- 
kempt han, and faces long innocent of soap and water, 
they looked a forbidding lot, though doubtless they weie 
haimless enough "We felt unceitain, however, about leav- 
ing all otu woildly goods at then meicy while we slept 
within the building, and it was agieed that one should 
spend the night in the sledge and one m the house 

At nine the next morning hoises weie announced, and 
we enteied on anothei long slow drive over the lake Our 
Russian fuends, including the Ispravnik who had piomised 
us that undei hispiotection we should ‘fly ’ to Khabaiovka, 
weie tiavelkng by easy stages and leaving us to follow.from 
every station with then tued hoises A duve of five-and- 
twenty miles brought us to Santakhesa, but the place 
designated by this high-sounding name pioved, like Lifu, to 
consist of a single house— the post-station The old story 
of ‘no hoises till the morrow’ was lepeated, but we found 
ourselves mmoie comfoi table quaiteis Some of the yem- 
shiks appealed to be marned men, and in the evening quite 
a laige party of men and gnls weie dancing to the music 
of some stimged instrument 

The station-master, too, paid us a visit, accepted an in- 
vitation to tea, and showed himself extremely cuiious -to 
know what two foreigneis, with but a 1 udimentary knowledge 
of the Russian language, could possibly want m Siberia 
Oui podoiozhnayas weie taken foi Blagovestchensk Weie 
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we going to lcinain tlieie? No, we weie going faithei. 
Iikutsk ? Faithei Tomsk ? Faither. At each new an- 
swer oui guest opened Ins eyes still widei * Peteisbuig ? r 
‘Faithei, London * ‘Ah' Ni znai ’ lie knew Peteisbuig, 
but he had never heaid of London No tiavclleis who had 
put up at his station had evei been bound for such a place 
Eaily m the afternoon of the following day we hailed 
with dehght the end of our long lake journey. At first the 
maivels of the scene, the piled-up masses of ice with jagged 
edges glitteimg in the blight sunlight, and the novel sensa- 
tion of gliding ovei the suiface of a vast expanse of watei, 
almost out of sight of land, had been intei csting enough ; 
but by the thud day the novelty had worn off, and theie 
was something exaspeiatmg m the knowledge that, at the 
late of speed we weie makmg, it would take somethmg over 
twelve months to land us in Euiope 

Neaung the end of a stage of cIobc upon thnty miles, 
we weie suipused to come upon a pool of open watei, 
and upon approaching it we found it was foimed by the 
cunent of the Rivei Sungacha, which had pioved too swift 
foi the wintei yet to fully oveicome. A little gioup of 
Manchunan huts on the opposite bank of the uvei le- 
minded us that we weie now on the bordei line of the two 
gieat empues of Russia and China, and that in two 
minutes we could return to the land which we had left two 
months befoie Foi the next 1,600 miles oui journey lay 
along the bolder line of these two empues , foi not until 
we leached the little town of IJst Stulka, situated just at 
the spot wheie the livers Aigun and Shillca combine their 
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foices to foim the gieat Amui, should we turn oui backs 
on China 

Just wheie the wateis of Lake Khanka empty them- 
selves into the Sungacha River, to find then way to the 
ocean by way of the Ussuri and the Amui, a httle Russian 
village has giown up , and as we chew up at the post- 
station in this village aftei a duve of nearly thnty miles, a 
scene of unusual hustle and activity lay befoie us Yem- 
shiks and station-master weie busily engaged m harnessing 
hoises to foux large open sledges, and loadmg these vehicles 
with huge heavy leathern bags fastened with chains These 
pioved to be the mail-bags bringing letteis and paicels to 
Vladivostok fiom Ernope and Western Sibena 

Withm the station the postman and a young soldiei, 
whose uniform with yellow facings and bioad yellow bands 
down the sides of the tiousers pioclaimed him to be a 
Cossack officei, were getting then midday meal Soon 
they took then places m one of the sledges, and the caval- 
cade piepaied to start The hoises weie fresh, spnited 
animal s, and before the men had fanly taken their seats 
one team dashed off, and the station-mastei, who was 
attempting to hold them, was rolled over in the snow, 
nanowly escaping a parting kick fiom the letieating hoofs. 
As soon as the man had pulled himself togethei, we 
piesented oui selves to him with a pohte request for horses 
The station-mastei’s leply was anything but pohte. He 
had evidently been indulging m a good many nips of vodka 
duung the morning, and the 10II m the snow had not 
sweetened his temper. Hoises * of couise there weie no 
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hoises , but when we intimated that we weie willing to 
pay high lates for piivate hoises lathei than not pioceed, 
the fellow’s effusiveness became even more embanassmg 
than his ill-temper. He was not a man of piepossessing 
appearance Siberian villageis aie not as a mle lavish 
m the mattei of soap and watei, and this man was no 
exception. Hisfacewas decoiated with a shaggy, unkempt, 
duty beaid, reeking with stale vodka , and my companion, 
who was conducting the negotiations, viewed with evident 
alarm a desne on the pait of the station-master to seal 
the bargain with a chaste salute. It takes a deal of tiavel 
in foieign climes to make an Englishman take kindly to 
the custom of kissing between man and man — a custom 
which is very geneial m Eussia. 

Oui course now lay foi some distance along the banks 
of the Sungacha, occasionally ciossing horn loop to loop of 
the serpentine liver over tiacks maiked in the wide plain, 
like those on the lakes, with small branches of tiees to 
which the dead leaves still clung. These ti ack maiks extend 
at intervals along the whole loute through Noithein Asia, 
on all rivers, lakes, and plains — wherevei, in fact, theie is 
the slightest fear that a snowstoim may obhteiate the 
track and cause dangei or inconvenience to the tiavellei 
Every year several hundieds of thousands of these blanches 
have to be set up anew ; and if the leader consideis the 
amount of laboui this alone entails, he will be able to foim 
some idea from this one little fact in connection with the 
Siberian postal seivice, how vast an undei taking it is that 
the Eussian Government have to maintain in older to 
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keep up communication with then eastern shoies "We 
weie told, and could leadily believe, that the low tariff 
chaiged foi postmg and the lates foi lettei carnage did 
not neaily covei the cost of the elaboiate and, on the whole, 
admnable system, which enables thetiavellei at a minimum 
of tiouble and cost to covei the giound at a speed peihaps 
unknown with hoises m any othei pait of the world 

At night we weie once moie stopped foi want of hoises 
Though we weie still fai enough fiom civilisation to have 
httle feai of thieves, we judged it inadvisable to leave our 
sledge in the open stieet all night unguaided, and still we 
continued by turns to peiform a night of sentmel duty by 
sleeping m the sledge, though the theimometei now fell m 
the eaily morning as low as twenty degiees below zero 
Fahienheit 

Next day we leached the mouth of the Sungacha, and 
weie soon scudding along the ice on the Ussun, a bioad 
rivei flowing through some beautiful countiy Oui troubles 
weie foi a time at an end, and we expenenced the peifection 
of Sibenan winter travel The smooth ice of the rivei, 
coveied only with a thin layei of snow, foimed an excellent 
track foi oui sledge , and occasionally the monotony of the 
tiavelkng between the low banks was lelieved by a shoit 
cut acioss country — up lull and down dale, tbiough thick 
woods and over plains Foi neaily foui bundled miles 
we travelled day and night, only remaining long enough at 
each station foi the harnessing of fiesh hoises, 01 to thaw 
out oui provisions and paitake of a hasty meal, 01 refiesh 
oui selves with tumbler aftei tumblei of hot tea In foity- 



100 


VLADIVOSTOK TO KHABAROVKA 


eight horns we coveied a distance of over 290 miles— a 
lecoid which we weie never able to heat until we came to 
the gieat steppe between Tomsk and the Uials, wheie we 
succeeded foi some days m keeping up an aveiage of neaily 
160 miles m twenty-foui horns Many tiavelleis boast of 
having kept up foi a week at a time an aveiage of 200 
miles a day, and certainly in Western Sibena, wlieie one 
is never delayed foi lack of horses, theie is nothing 
impossible m such a lecoid being made by an ordinary 
tiaveller, and even gieatly exceeded by a counei , but foi 
our paits we weie not ambitious enough to sacnfice all 
comfoit for the puipose of attempting to beat the lecoid m 
the mattei of speed. 

The post-stations along the Ussiui were foi the most 
pait much moie pimntive than those to which we had 
become accustomed In some cases the travellers’ room 
was divided off fiom the sleeping and dwelling apaitment 
of the station-mastei and his family meiely by a loose, 
hanging euitam, fiom behind which crowds of little boys 
and guls would peer at us as w f e diank oui tea. Foi 
neaily eveiy station-mastei appealed to be blessed with a 
laige family; and as a lule boys and gnls, mothei and 
fathei, appealed to occupy a smgle loom, a second apait- 
ment bemg devoted to the use of all the duveis and then 
families Foi the life of an Eastern Siberian yemshik oi 
station-master, which may peihaps be taken as a fan type of 
the life of the lowei class — i e the gieat bulk— of Sibenans, 
appeals to allow of no loom foi comfoit, and but little foi 
decency. Passing at night thiough the family quaiteis to 
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the guest-i oom, as we frequently had to do, we often found 
the whole bedless flooi coveied with the slumbering foimsof 
men, women, and clnldien, the lattei veiy scantily clothed, 
as, despite the cold without, the huge stove laises the 
tempeiatuie to the veige of suffocation The samtaiy 
airangements of the houses, too, defy description. In 
wintei the seveie fiost is, of couise, an excellent temporary 
punfiei , but the fact that infectious diseases fiequently 
pievail m the summei is not difficult to understand 

A few yeais ago a Sibenan post-station was a by-woid 
in Russia foi dut, paiasites of all descuptions, and geneial 
discomfoit Lately, howevei, great changes foi the better 
have been effected , and fiom a lecent amalgamation of the 
postal, telegiaph, and post-hoise seivices undei a smgle 
depaitment, still fuither improvements aie expected Foi- 
merly tiavelleis had occasionally to shaie then accommo- 
dation with cattle and hoises, but now at every station at 
least one loom is reseived foi then exclusive use, and 
periodical inspections aie made foi the pm pose of insuring 
that the Government regulations foi the comfoit and quick 
transpoit of passengeis are duly obseived In the newly 
elected stations the guest-iooms are quite spacious and 
lofty, and m many instances they aie furnished with little 
hrames m the shape of antimacassais and simple ait 
decoiations which one would haidly expect to find m the 
desolate legions of Northern Asia 

Heie, howevei, on the TJssuu, the stations weie among 
the woist we encounteied Moie than once, aftei anivmg 
hungiy and tued, we weie diiven back to oui sledge by the 
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impossibility of taking a meal in the fetid atmospheie of the 
guest-room cui tamed off fiom the family bedioom, and at 
other stations the oveipowenng heat to which the tempeia- 
tuie had been laised by the enoimous stove lendeied us 
only a few degiees less uncomfoi table 

Soon aftei nightfall on Chustmas Eve we m rived at 
the little village of Kazakevitch, twenty-six miles south of 
Kliabaiovka. We learnt that the Ispiavmk and his paity 

had only just staited away, while as foi the young doctoi 

/ 

and his bude we had alieady left them fai behind Theie 
weie no hoises foi us until the rnouow, and oui hopes of 
an entne day’s lest on Chustmas Bay weie theiefoie dis- 
appointed Finding theie was a telegi apli-station m the 
village, we decided to take advantage of the oppoitunity to 
wiie homewaids and make known oui wheieabouts at the 
festive Chustmas season , and, guided by the staiosta, who 
lighted the way with a lantern, X tiudged tlnough the snow 
to the telegi aph office at the faithei end of the village. 
Although the evening was yet young, eveiybody was m bed, 
and it was only after belabouimg the dooi foi a good ten 
minuteB that we obtained admittance. I handed m my 
message, wiitten plainly m English , but the office! politely 
signified that he undei stood no language but his own, and 
that it was conti ary to legulations foi him to accept a 
telegiam the puipoit of which he did not undei stand I 
returned to the post-station, and soon aftei waids, it being 
my turn for sentiy duty, composed myself comfortably to 
sleep in the sledge At two in the morning I woke slmei- 
ing undei my fuis. A fieice cold wmd was blowing tbiough 
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the sledge, and the Sibenan travellei soon learns that m a 
fiosty climate it is the wind that tells Duimg the preva- 
lence of the gieatest cold the au is, as a rule, absolutely 
still, and one can then tiavel fai more comfoitably than 
when facmg a steady bieeze with the theimometei twenty, 
thnty, 01 even foity degiees highei 

At about noon on Chiistmas Day we leached the mouth 
of the Ussun, and the gieat Amui opened out before us 
Immediately m fiont of us, wheie the cliff lose high above 
the watei, on the opposite bank of the Amui, stood 
Khabaiovka, the capital of the Pnmoisk 01 Mantime P10- 
vmce, and the militaiy headquaiteis of Eastern Siberia A 
few minutes latei oui bells weie silenced, and we dashed up 
the steep bank and diew up m the couityaid of the 
Khabaiovka Hotel 



104 


CHAPTER YII 

KHABAItOVICA TO BLAGOVESTCHCNSK 

The capital of the Pnmoielc — A miserable hotel — A Christmas dinner , 
— Shtohee and cutlets — Benin e of officials — Dimng tandem — The 
Amur Rnei — A dreaiy steppe — Amid night collision — Thuty*srv 
horns through falling snow — Radde— A pleasant meeting — The 
family sledge — Racing on the load — A long cold dmc by night — A 
frosty suppei and an altercation — No snow — A station-master tnltcs 
a fancy to our sledge — An encounter and a Mctorj — Wo piocecd 
with five horses — The battle lenewed— Anothei victory and a lough 
nde — A drne w a taiantas and a fiozen noso— Entry nito Blngo- 
vestchensk 

Though named aftei a Cossack geneial who led a small 
army of adventuie from Euiope to the Amui m the middle 
of the seventeenth centuiy, Khabaiovka has been in exist- 
ence scaicely thuty yeais, and numbeis at the piesent time 
piobably less than thi ee thousand inhabitants. It is a well- 
chosen site foi the headquaiteis of the Mantime Piovmce, 
bemg situated just about halfwray between the two sea- 
poits of Nikolaevsk and Vladivostok, and m summei be mg 
easily accessible horn either. To the tiavellei, howevei, it 
offers but few attractions Its one hotel was, peihaps with 
a single exception, the most uncomfoi table and the worst 
piovided of any at u'hich we put up dunng the whole of our 
tiavels. The scale of chaiges, it is true, was not veiy high , 
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but the accommodation piovided would have been dear at 
any puce The only room which we could piocuie opened 
by swing-doois, which did not meet, upon a little billiaid- 
100m Its fuimtuie consisted of one wooden couch-bed- 
stead, a small table, and two 01 thiee chans With wash- 
ing accommodation it was entnely unpiovided, and it was 
with consideiable difficulty that we obtained tempoiaiy 
possession of a basin and jug containing considerably moie 
ice than water. Foi eight days we had not undiessed, and 
these weie all the appliances we could get foi a bath. 
Howevei, we lemoved the stains of travel as well as the 
means at orn disposal would allow, and proceeded to the 
dining saloon to eat oui Chustmas dinner 

The Russian Chustmas is of couise twelve days later 
than the English, and therefore, having no expectation of 
finding a seasonable feast piovided, we weie not disappomted 
when the dinner pioxed to consist of shtchee, 01 cabbage 
soup, and a greasy kind of ussoles always known m Russia 
— 01 at least m Sibena — for some inscrutable leason, as 
‘cutlets ’ The Russians aie good hands at soups, and even 
among the pooiest classes a dinner is not consideied com- 
plete without it Shtchee is excellent when piopeily made , 
but when one has been living five weeks in an hotel, wlieie 
shtchee is seived eithei foi lunch 01 dinner at least ten times 
in each week, even cabbage soup may become monotonous, 
while no one who has tasted a ‘cutlet,’ as seived in a 
Sibenan hotel, will be likely to hankei aftei a lepetition of 
the feast It was our sad experience, howevei, that when- 
evei we reached a small Sibenan town and congiatulated 
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ouiselves on the possibility of obtaining a change fiom the 
rough and leady faie of the load, * slitcliee and cutlets’ 
always foimed the bill of fai e. 

We soon discoieied that an adjoining loom to our own 
was occupied by oui fuend the Ispiavmk, the evofficei 
convict, and the young Austnan But aftei exchanging 
gieetmgs we left the Ispiavnili to his own devices, and did 
not lemind him of Ins piomise to mtioduce us to the 
Goveinoi-Geneial Eight dajs of Sibenan tiavel had been 
sufficient to comince us that we ueie quite able to make 
oui vay fiom one end of Russia to the othei without 
official aid 01 piotection of any kind wbateiei beyond that 
which our papeis entitled us to demand The Ispiavmk’s 
‘assistance’ had thus fai consisted in peisistently getting 
m oui load and cleaimg eieiy station of hoises, so that a 
journey which has often been coieied in foui dajs had 
taken us moie than eight to accomplish We decided that 
m futuie M-e would lely upon ouiselves, and have nothing 
to do with officials if Me could help it, and to the end of 
oui journey we nevei saM r any cause to legiet oui decision. 

In the afternoon w T e sti oiled thiough the hioad sheets 
of the town, flanked by w’ooden houses, and examined its 
one sti iking building —a laige Gieek chuich of the Byzan- 
tine oidei, commonly adopted m ecclesiastical aichitectuie 
thioughout the whole of Sibena and the gieatei pait of 
Euiopean Russia. Fiom pinnacles to base the church had 
been painted m the most glaiing tones of gieen and led 
and ultiamaune, and though the effect M’as anything but 
aitistic it was ceitamly veiy dazzling. At the telegiaph 
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office we made the 
Russian telegraphist 
named Doling, who 
told us that he would 
himself m a few 
days be staitmg by 
sledge foi Peteisbuig 
Neaily two months 
latei we met at Tomsk, 
whence ve journeyed 
togethei to Moscow 
A vei y hi lef sui l ey 
of Khabaiovka con- 
vinced us that it of- 
feied no inducements 
to a lengthened stay, 
and, having oideied 
fiom oui host a fiesh 
supply of frozen pio- 
visions, we amicably 
settled the vexed ques- 
tion as to which should 
sleep on the bed and 
which on the floor, 
and piepaied orn- 
selves by a long night’s 
lest foi the fatigues 
of oui next stage 
On sending m the 


acquaintance of a young Teutonic 



moimng^to the post-station we weie 
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mfoimed that no hoises ueie to be had until ne\t day, but 
on going oursehes to the station we found giave leason to 
suspect that this was a uise on the pait of oui hotel keepei 
10 obtain fiom us anothei day’s bill, and by foui o clock in 
the afternoon we w ei e slowly descending the steep cliff to the 
nvei Oui tin ee hoi ses ^eie now, foi the fii st and only time, 



harnessed tandem, and so loose was the system of couphng 
that oui equipage wound away befoie us like a cncus 
piocession. Nevertheless, with a dexteious jeik of the 
whip, the yemshik sent the long lash culling about the 
ears of the leadei, and we weie soon latthng and jolting 
ovei the lough ice, and picking oui way between jagged 
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masses laisecl by the tuigid vateis at the meetmg of the 
two liveis The settmg sun, shining full m om eyes, le- 
mmded us that we had at last begun to make headway , 
foi the fiist sis hunched miles of our journey had been a 
meie beating up into the couise, and at Khabaiovka we 
weie consideiably moie to the eastwaid than when we 
staited 

Foi mile after mile the suiface of the Amui piesented 
the appeal anee of a gigantic clievaux cle frisc, masses of 
jagged ice sticking up eveiywheie, as though aftei the fiist 
fiost the icy suiface had been bioken up into thousands of 
fragments, which had aftei wards become loughly welded 
together by succeeding fiosts We weie glad when at 
length we lan up the hank and tiavelled for some distance 
on land Somewhere about midnight, as we weie lying 
back on our mattiess and comfoitably dozing, we suddenly 
felt a heavy shock, and heard the hoises plunging violently 
On looking up we found that the duvei, who had piobably 
fallen asleep on the box, had duven off the load, and had 
bi ought the sledge smaitly into collision with the tiunk of 
a tiee One pool horse was jammed so tightly m between 
the sledge and the tiee that we feaied he must be badly 
mjuied , but aftei leaving oui bed and helping the yemshik 
to pull the vehicle back into the load, we found that no 
senous damage was done 

For the next two days om loute lay puncipally acioss 
a vast plain on the noithein bank of the Amui Some 
stunted tiees, still coveied with decayed leaves, and the 
long line of telegraph poles which maiked the posting load, 
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alone lelieved the dieaiy monotony of the vast white plain. 

Tiavelleis weie 



few, and almost 
the only living 
eieatuies \\e met 
between the sta- 
tions veie a held 
of fine homed 
cattle and then 
dnvers On the 
second day the sky 
clouded ovei, and 

foi tlmty-sixhouis 
♦ 

ue continued to 
tia\el amidst 
thickly falling 
snow. The cold 
was, howevei, too 
gieat to allow the 
flakes to melt, ex- 
cept wheie they 
actually fell on the 
face, and although 
sledge, mattiess, 
and lugs weie half 
buned in the cold 
uhite fleece, the 
discomfoit was not 


so gieat as might be imagined Oui sledge was piovided 
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•with a felt cuitam which could be drawn ovei the open 
front in snowy weathei , but this of couise entn ely excluded 
the view , and we put up with the snow lather than tiavel 
day aftei day seeing nothing of the country through which 
we weie passing "When at last the snow ceased the tem- 
peiatuie slowly began to fall Horses nevei failed us 
Day and night we pushed on, stopping but twice a day to 
thaw out and eat oui fiozen biead and meat, 01 to dunk a 
bowl of cabbage soup, piepaied by the station-master's 
wife foi hei husband and family , and once or twice moie 
to warm oui blood with tumbleis of overland tea or a jai 
of uch milk with a shce or two of black bread 

On the thud day we enteied the little village of Badde, 
and a Bussian in the uniform of a telegiaph officer accosted 
us and asked us to deliver a lettei at a village a bundled 
versts or so away, towards which we were proceeding To 
oui dehght we presently discoveied that he knew something 
of English, having spent some months m Vladivostok He 
told us that the last Enghsh tiavellei whom he had en- 
counteied was Dr Henry Lansdell, m whose company he 
had journeyed to Nikolaevsk in the summer of 1879. 
Eiom Di Lansdell I had been foitunate enough to obtain a 
lettei recommending me to all the fiiends whom he made 
duirng his tiavels in Asiatic Russia , and on my piesenting 
this lettei to the officei he expressed himself dehghted to 
heal news of one of whom he entei tamed pleasant recollec- 
tions The unexpected meeting formed a pleasmg incident 
in the journey thiough this spaisely inhabited district , and 
it was resolved, nt the officei’s suggestion, to celebrate the. 
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occasion with a bottle of vodka The liqnoi pioduced by the 
station -mastei unfoitunately pioved distasteful to English 
palates , but we found the yemshilcs took to it veiy kindly, 
and as undei its influence they usually uiged then lioises 
to an e\tia degiee of speed, the money pioved well 
invested 

At daylight on the following morning we leached a 
little village called Skobelitsma, and on di awing up at the 
post-station we obseived standing in the yaid an enoimous 
vashok, 01 closed sledge, looking like a gieat funeial cai 
placed upon lunneis On enteung the station we came 
upon the family who vcie tiavellmg m this sledge They 
consisted of a Russian militaiy officei, Ins wife, and tlnee 
little gnls, the eldest of whom could not have numbeied 
moie than seven or eight yeais They had evidently been 
sleepmg all night in the station, and weie now getting 
then bieakfast We ourselves felt hungiy, but the station 
was small, and the officei, his family, and lus baggage 
pietty well filled eveiy comei We accoidingly oideied 
hoises at once, and lattled away to the next station As 
snow had fallen veiy spaisely on the sandy load, tiavellmg 
was neithei quick noi easy, and we weie at a loss to know 
how the officei’s huge, heavily laden omnibus could mak e 
its way ovei the giound at all A two horns’ duve bi ought 
us to the end of the stage, and, having oideied the staiosta 
to bung us anything he had in the way of eatables, we 
weie legahng ouiselves on half-thawed milk and a laige 
game-bnd of some unknown species which pioved excellent 
eatmg, when the gieat vashok came lumbeiing into the 
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yard, -with five hoises attached, and an extia yemshik 
ridmg as postillion on one of the two leadeis We weie 
dismayed It had never stiuck ns till now that this family 
might be travelling in the same direction as oui selves. It 
was a senous mattei Only nine hoises weie kept at eveiy 
station, and as this officei, who of couise had a Ciown 
podorozhnayaand could claim precedence of us, would always 
lequne five or six, a single postmg-sledge meetmg us from 
Blagovestchensk would leave us m the lurch, and we should 
expeuence anew the pleasuies of which we had had a sui- 
feit on the Khanka Lake 

Befoie we had finished bieakfast the vashok, with five 
fiesh hoises attached, was away in the dnection of Blago- 
vestchensk. Fortunately for us theie was still a team of 
horses not in use , and half an horn later we weie galloping 
aftei, our yemshik spuired on to extia exeition by a piomise 
of double diink-money Handicapped as we weie, having 
only a private against a Ciown podoiozhnaya, and no mihtaiy 
umfoim to awe yemshiks and station-masters into obedient 
alacuty in pioducmg and hainessmg hoises, we enteied with 
zest mto one of the gieatest pleasures of Sibenan sledging — 
lacing on the load We knew that with a wife and a family 
of httle children it was scarcely possible that oui nval could 
tiavel night and day, and we determined if possible to catch 
Inm by nightfall and leave him before the morning fifty 
01 sixty miles behind 

Foitunately for us we met not a smgle traveller during 
the whole day, 01 we must necessarily have been delayed at 
some village station foi seveial horns Never stopping to 

1 
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eat 01 diinlt, we tiavelled on till by dusk just fifty miles 
had been coveied since our late breakfast. Sometimes 
on neaung a post-station we would meet the officei’s five 
lioises 1 etuinmg liomewai ds, undei charge of twoyemshiks; 
at othei times we would come upon them taking their brief 
rest m the station -yaid before l etuinmg, then shaggy 
coats glistening white with fiozen pcrspuation. We never 
actually lost giound, but wuth all oui effoits we found it 
impossible to matenally 1 educe the half-horn’s stait which 
had been obtained while wo w r eie at bicakfast. 

It w r as about seven o’clock m the evening when we 
reached the end of the fifth stage and lattled into the station- 
yaid at the smait gallop with which a yemshilc always likes to 
finish Ins journey Turning the coiner shaiply into the yaid 
he hi ought the front of the sledge wuth a ciash agamst the 
gate-post, and smashed m two a stout pole to which the 
neai hoise was harnessed. The fiist object which met our 
eyes m the yaid was the vashok. Having suiveycd the 
damage to oui sledge and ascei tamed that it could be 
tempoianly repaned with lope, we enteied the station and 
found the Russian officer and his family encamped m the 
little guest-i oom for the night We did not feel mchned 
to msist on oui light to shaie the limited accommodation, 
even while taking our evening meal ; and, defying hunger 
and cold, we settled oui selves down for anothei seventeen 
miles’ duve in the cheeiless night It taught us a lesson 
which we were in no huny to repeat We learnt by painful 
expenence that the only way to tiavel m Siberia with 
comfoit in winter is to constantly leplenish one’s supply of 
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calouc with food and hot tea We weie now m akin g a 
shoit cut acioss a bend of the livei, and ovei the lough 
load the snow lay m so thm a layei that oui piogiess was 
pamfully slow The theimometei stood moie than twenty 
degiees below zeio, and the cold penetiated thiough all oui 
furs It was the most weansome and uncomfortable duve 
we had yet expenenced , and the piospect of giave diffi- 
culties in stole foi us did not tend to cheei oui spnits We 
had been warned aftei leaving Khabaiovka that on neaimg 
Blagovestcliensk we should piobably expenence senous 
difficulty m going foiwaid m oui sledge, owing to the 
absence of snow , and theie seemed eveiy piospect of this 
foiebodmg bemg lealised 

The evening was fai advanced when we came to a halt 
at the next post-station Fiom oui bag of fiozen piovisions 
we selected a chicken and a labchik — a veiy palatable 
species of paitudge found m Sibena — and gave them out 
with a loaf of biead to be thawed The stove, however, was 
neaily cold, and a considerable time elapsed befoie the food 
was bi ought to us m a half- thawed condition — lukewaim 
without and sohd ice within But the feast was well 
seasoned with the sauce of hunger, and we had already 
made a considerable impression on the half-fiozen meat 
when the station -mastei enteied and requested to be made 
acquainted with oui plans 

We mildly suggested that we should like thiee hoises 
harnessed to the sledge at once, so that we might continue 
oui journey as soon as we had finished oui suppei The 
staiosta immediately enteied into a vigoious and voluble 
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declaration ; but oui knowledge of the Russian languago 
was principally confined to a numboi of sentences suiiablo 
for travellers winch wo had mastcied m Vladivostok, and 
the oiation was utteily lost on us, e\cept m so far as wo 
understood that our suggestion did not meet with approval. 
Gradually we gather cd that it was impossible that our sledge 
should pioceed any faithei. No snow had fallen, 01 at 
most it was spiead so tlnn that the foot when lifted left a 
bare pi int upon the ground "What wcio we to do? The 
postmaster had a laiantas— a wheeled vehicle — in which 
we could pioceed , and as foi the sledgo, we could leave that 
behind. He would buy it of us if we liked , ho was willing 
to give tlnec loubles foi it 

But the sledge had cost us seventy loubles, and on the 
othei side of Blagovestchenslc — only some foity 01 fifty 
miles away — we should ceilamly lequne it again. No 
doubt the advice was highly disinteicsted, but wo profaned 
to take oui sledge with us. Tlioie was tho Amui. Could 
wo not go round by the nvei on the ice? That was 
possible , but the ncaiest point of the livei was ten miles 
away, and the Amui made a gioat bend heie, so that the 
distanco would be much gi eater than by land The legulai 
post-ioad, too, cut acioss tho bend, and thoie wcio no 
post-stations on tho liver at which we could change hoisos 
01 get a meal He was not bound by the Government 
legulationstotaketiavelleis that way, but ho would under- 
take to land us m Blagovostchensk foi thuly loubles. 
Subsequently he 1 educed the pi ice to twenty loubles , but 
oven then tho piospect was not sufficiently tempting. The 
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taiiff late for three horses to Blagovestchensk "would amount 
only to between five and six lobbies, and most Russian 
travelleis, though they obtamed three hoises, only paid for 
two. We insisted on pioceeding by load. The starosta 
became excited, and invited a fiiend m to suppoit him m 
his endeavour to convince us that it was impossible to pio-> 
ceed faithei in oui sledge 



But we had laid to heart the lessons we had taken m 
the ait of dealing with Russian station-masteis The more 
excited he became, the coolei we were. It was his busmess 
to tianspoit us fiom his station to the next, and we declined 
to pay moie than the tariff late, or to leave our sledge 
behind. In oui own minds we weie very doubtful whether 
the Government regulations would compel him to tianspdrt 





Il8 KHABAROVKA TO BLAGOVESTCIIENSIC 

a heavy sledge oi ei a snowless load; but diplomatically 
we kept this doubt to oiuselves. We weie in no huny. 
We lighted oui cigais and settled down to a comfoi table 
smoke aftei dmnei , we had found that m the extieme cold 
it is impossible to smoke with any degiee of comfoi t out of 
doois. By-and-by we obtained an unexpected ally in the 
pei son of the staiosta’s wife She was evidently inteiested 
m the fate of the unfoitunate stiangeis m a foieigu land, 

and while liei husband and his 
debating in a coinei 
as to w’hat modified 
teims they should offei, 

| she appi cached us and 
j j whispeied that all would 
come light and we should 
get oui horses Eei 
wlnspei of hope was ful- 
filled Eventually the 
•' station-master admitted 
that it might be possible 
to pioceed by road with 
extia horses, and he agieed to give us five on pajunent of 
the taiiff late foi fom. 

In half an horn we weie caieering ovei the haid road 
with five hoises all harnessed side by side in fiont of the 
sledge. The yemshik, wrapped up till he looked like a 
great lound ball of deer and sheep skins, seemed elated at 
the piospect of diivmg such a team. With shull seieams 
and yells he vigorously plied the whip till the hoises sped 
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along at a fuiious gallop, the pool old sledge cieakmg and 
gioaning as it lattled and bumped o\ei fiozen cait-iucks 
boulders, and deep pits in tlio load. It Mas an e\citmg 
and exhilarating ude, but we Meie not soil}’ 1 when it was 
o\er 

At the next station the old trouble Mas repeated, and 
as we mcic embanassed m oui negotiations by the assist- 



ance of two Russian officeis mIio Mere tiaielling m tlie 
opposite diiection, Me Meie unable to stukc quite so good 
a baigain Houevci, mc ultimately obtained foui lioises 
at tariff rate, and pioceeded by load The tiack Mas now 
entnely denuded of snou, and eien Mitli foui boises it was 
with difficulty that Me made any piogiess The liekety 
sledge groaned and lattled moie than eiei Our spmt 
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theimometei, though fastened caiefully to llic softest pait 
of the felt lining of the hood, was slmeicd into fiagments, 
and its contents weie scatteied m oui faces, momentaiily 
we asceitained the location of fiesh hones m oni bodies, 
and all thoughts of sleep weie banished 

At length, when at daylight we ai lived at the last 
station befoie Blagoiestchen.sK, sleepless and soie of body, 
we had detei mined to yield to cneumstancos. "We had 
piovcd that it was possible to sledge oici a lough, snowless 

load , but mo had also satis- 
fied outsell os that it nas too 
violent a foim of exeiciso 
to be indulged m with im- 
punity. Tiansfening oui- 
sclves and oui baggage to an 
open waggon, lie lattled ovci 
the last eighteen miles of 
blealc plain, oui sledge fol- 
lowing empty behind us. A 
keen wind blew straight into oui unprotected faces, but, 
weaned by the lough lestless night, I closed my eyes m 
sleep, and the frost seized this favourable oppoi tunity to 
settle upon my nose The result, though oxtiemely unbe- 
coming, ivas not painful. In a few days the slight fiost- 
bite had disappeai ed , but it left the most exposed pait of 
my face peculiarly susceptible to cold foi the lest of the 
journey. 

A very few miles of tiavelling m the rough, spiingless 
waggon was sufficient to convince us that wliatevei might 
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"be the diawbacks 
of sledging, those 
of tiavelhng by 
tarantas — espe- 
cially in wintei, 
when the roads 
are fiozen haid 
— are infinitely 
gi eater , and it 
was with a deep 
sense of lelief and 
satisfaction that 
after nearly thiee 
horns of intense 
discomfoit we de- 
scended fiom the 
dieary, almost 
treeless plateau, 
and wound oui 
way across the 
livei Zea, one of 
the laigest tn- 
butanes of the 
Amur Along 
the opposite bank 
three 01 foui 
small steameis 
lay fiozen in— a 
signal of oui ap- 
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proacli to civilisation to ■which we accorded a glad wel- 
come On ascendmg this bank we found oui selves at once 
on the outsknts of the town , but we had still no little 
distance to go. One has to tiavel in Sibena in oidei to 
obtain an idea of the e^tiaoidmaiy numbei of acies that 
a town of tlnee 01 foui thousand inhabitants can be made 
to cover when spiead out thin At length, howevei, we 
drew up in the yaid of Kosakovski’s hotel, and had soon 
foi gotten oui tioubles while eating a capital dinner m the 
most comfoi table hotel-ioom we had seen since leaving 
Japan. 
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CHAPTER VIH 

BLAGOVESTCHENSK 

The City of Glad Tidings — A decent hotel — How Siberians uash — 
Among friends — The pleasures of hospitality — A cunous sledge 
— Foreign testimony as to life in Siberia — A comfortable home 
— Foreign merchants and German officials — A new postal admirns 
tration — A frozen market — Effects of the cold — A rojal gift— A 
new podorozhnaya — Pairs and troikas — Molokans — Off up the Amui 

Blagovestchensk, the ‘ City of Glad Tidings,’ is by fai the 
finest and the most pleasant city m Sibena eastwaid of the 
Baikal Sea Its noithern side is washed by the Zea, and 
its southern hy the Amui , and if its piesent caieei of 
glowing prospenty continues unchecked, no doubt it will 
befoie long extend eastwaid to the extieme point of the 
nanow neck of land which divides the gieat nvei from its 
tubutaiy Its fine bioad stieets, as we passed thiough 
them in our taiantas, could not be said to piesent a busy 
appearance, but a numbei of sledges of cunous shape 
weie plying for hire, and among the pedestnaus on busi- 
ness intent weie a numbei of Manchunans fiom Sakhalin 
Ula-Hotun, 01 the ‘ City of the Black Rnei,’ on the oppo- 
site shore of the Amui. The houses weie still all of wood, 
but they weie moie ornate, and geneially piesented a moie 
prosperous appeal ance than those of Khabaiovka, while 



124 


BLAG0V12STCIIENSK 


the domes of at least thiee chinches, one of which had 
some pretension to aiclntectuial beauty, weie to be dis- 
cerned m diffeient paits of the town 

Oui quaiteis at the hotel we found comfoi table beyond 
anticipation The bedioom which we shaied was, it is 
' tiue, neither lofty nor spacious , but it was piovided with 
two foldmg bedsteads of civilised manufactuie, on which 
we could hope to obtain the unaccustomed luxury of a good 
night’s rest Theie was no bath-ioom, it is tiue; noi was 
the bedroom piovided with anything m the way of a wash- 
stand and accessones , but m the cornei of a passage 
outside was a patent washing-machine of a kind very 
commonly adopted thioughout Russia and Sibena, the use 
of which we could shaie with the lest of the visitois at the 
hotel. The Sibenan nevei makes use of a basin 01 tub to 
wash hands 01 face, 01 if he does he never uses it as a 
civilised being would. He likes to w ash undei a thin stieam 
of tiiclclmg watei, and if he has only the oidmaiy lesouices 
of civilisation at his command he gets a servant to slowly 
poui a few diops of watei out of the jug wiule he washes 
undei the thin stream He w T ould pi obably think it uncleanly 
to brmg hands 01 face in contact with the soiled watei 
caught by the basin, though his notions on the subject 
of cleanliness aie by no means stuct His favourite con- 
trivance is, howevei, a biass leceptacle hung on the 
wall, and coming to a point 01 nozzle at the bottom. 
Thiough this nozzle the watei can be made to tuckle, and 
undei it the Russian peifoims his ablutions as well as the 
cncumstances will permit Below, to catch the dnppings, 
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a large brass pan is placed, and as tins pan is sometimes 
also used as a spittoon and a leceptacle foi cigaiette-ends, 
sciaps of lejected food, and other lefuse, washing m Sibena 
is not an unalloyed luxuiy I do not mean to say that 
this description applies to pnvate houses of the better 
class , but it is a plain, unexaggeiated description of the 
state of thmgs ablutionaiy in more than one hotel of some 
pietensions which we visited duiing oui journey Baths 
aie nevei found in Siberian houses , but in eveiy town of 
any importance a public Russian vapoui-bath has been 
established, and this is generally well pationised 

Having rendeied oui selves as piesentable as the cir- 
cumstances permitted, and having refreshed oui selves with 
a good hot dinner, we inquired oui way to the telegiaph 
office, wheie we had hopes of meeting friends To one 
gentleman, Mr Nielsen, we had between us thiee letters of 
introduction, while to the wife of another, Mr. Paulsen, 
we were bunging from a lady in Vladivostok a present 
consisting of a little bos of frozen oianges — a luxury some- 
what difficult to proem e m the interior of Siberia When 
sent by parcel-post, fruit is liable to undergo a course of 
alternate freezing in sledges and thawing in post-stations 
which is destiuctive of its best qualities Frozen fruit has 
to be thawed very gently, or it is spoilt The usual plan is 
to place it in water only lemoved a few degrees from the 
freezing point, and to let it very giadually assimilate its 
temperature to that of the watei We had taken good care 
that our oianges should not thaw They had been latthng 
about m their box like little cannon-balls, and we hoped. 
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they would foim a pleasant lcttei of introduction. We 
weie not disappointed. If only a hundiedth pait of the 
kindness we leceived fiom then recipients is due to those 
oranges, we owe them a debt of giatitude which should 
ne\ci be foi gotten. 

Our way to the telegraph station led along a fine broad 
stieet oveiloolung the Amui River—' The Bund,’ as it 
would have been teimed had Blagovestchensk been an 
Anglo-Eastein city. Faithei on, a public gaidcn ovei- 
shadowed by fine trees mtei posed itself between the load 
and the uvei , and it was easy to imagine how pleasant a 
spot this would be in the waim suramei days On the ice 
of the uvei a smooth space had been swept clean for 
skating, and at a little distance a capital katchuska, 01 
toboggan, had been elected , but just then both link and 
toboggan weie deseited. 

At the telegiaph station we at once found oui selves among 
fuends, and m half an lioui we weie duving through the 
stieets of Blagovestchensk on a public conveyance of most 
extiaoidmaiy shape The body of the vehicle was foimed 
like the back of a bioad lioise , at light angles to it behind 
was a seat laige enough foi about one peison and a half; 
but as the back of the dummy hoise was on the same 
level as the seat and joined up to it, it was veiy difficult 
for anyone behind to find a place for his legs, itowevei, 
our paity of tlnee managed to find accommodation, one 
sitting astude the wooden hoise-baclt, and the otheis be- 
hind, with then legs dangling on either side, m imminent 
danger of falling off eveiy time the spiingless vehicle 
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bumped ovei a stone 01 turned a comei "Who on earth 
exeicised his ingenuity m the invention of a vehicle so 
utteily comfoitless and mconvenient, and how he managed 
to obtam its adoption mto geneial use in the stieets of the 
town, aie mystenes which we were unable to solve 

Oui guide and companion, Mr. Nielsen, was enthusiastic 
in lus piaises of the town which foi ten years had been his 
home Even the pude of lace which is so deep-seated in 
the heait of eveiy Dane seemed to be undeimmed by his 
admnation foi his new home, and he was lathei pioud than 
otheiwise to be called a Russian Englishmen who have 
been m the habit of regaiding Sibena as a land of honois, 
unfit foi human existence, peopled only by exiles and their 
gaoleis,maybe a little incredulous when told that a gentle- 
man accustomed to the civilisation of Western Em ope 
could piefei such a land to his own country But this was 
no isolated case We came acioss even Englishmen who, 
aftei a long residence in Siberia, found home life less 
pleasing to them, and longed to letum to the land of then 
adoption. 

Tiavelleis m distant lands, in newly opened countnes, 
01 among semi-baibaious nations, wheie ‘white men 1 are 
few and fai between, have at least this advantage ovei home- 
keeping folk that when by chance they do ahght on a 
settlement of their fellow-countiymen they taste of the 
pleasures of boundless hospitahty with a keen relish which 
can scaicely be imagined by those who spend all their hves 
sunounded by civilisation In Blagovestchensk, it is true, 
we found not a single Englishman or Enghshwoman , but 
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nevertheless we were in the midst of English-speaking people, 
who could not have tieated us moie kindly 01 made us moie 
thoioughly at home had we keen not only of then own nation- 
ality but of then veiy families. Baiely a quai tot of oui long 
sledge journey was yet accomplished , but we could not lesist 
the attiactions by which we weie sunounded, and although a 
forty-eight horns’ lest was all we had allowed oui selves, the 
evening of the fifth day was di awing to a close befoie ve 
were once moie uudei way. At the house of Mi. Paulsen, 
a Danish gentleman who, m addition to fulfilling his duties 
as an officei of the Impel lal Russian Telcgiaph Sei vice, has 
established a veiy successful breweiy m the town, we learnt 
in how high a degiee of comfort it is possible to exist m 
the midst of the wild legions of Eastern Sibeiia E\tei- 
nally Mi. Paulsen’s lesidcnce was an oidmaiy Sibenan 
wooden house, but when one stepped within, one could 
imagine himself suddenly tianspoited into a London sub- 
luban villa. A spacious conscivatoiy opening fiom the 
drawmg-ioom was filled with fiounshmg plants, some of 
them natives of countnes thousands of miles away , and 
everything betokened so high a degiee of comfoit that it 
was almost impossible to lealise that one was m the midst 
of Sibeiia Eiom Mis. Paulsen, a Geiman lady, as well as 
fiom hei husband, we leceived the heaitiest of welcomes, 
and when we weie subsequently told, some liundieds of 
miles from Blagovestchensk, that this lady kept the best 
table m the Amui Province, not exceptmg that of his 
Excellency the Goveinoi-Geneial, we felt not the smallest 
inclination to doubt the truthfulness of oui informant. 
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On the day aftei oui arrival we made the acquaintance 
of Messis Poppe and Kehiei, partneis in the Geiman firm 
of Dieckmann and Co , mei chants and shipowners, who 
are doing a vast business m the impoitation of Geiman 
manufactuies and pioduce into Siberia by way of the Amur , 
and for the lemamdei of our stay then house was thrown 
open to us We heard eveiywheie that the Russians are 
on the whole not too well disposed towards their Geiman 
fellow -residents, and the fact is not very difficult to under- 
stand In all the laigei towns of Eastern Sibena, German 
names, somewhat disguised by the Russian characters in 
which they aie expiessed, may be lead ovei the doors 
of the pnncipal shops, and it ib not altogethei to be 
wondeied at that the success which attends the superior 
eneigy and mercantile ability of then Teutonic neighbours 
settled amongst them should give rise to a certain feeling 
of jealousy in Russian bi easts After leaving Vladivostok 
we nevei came acioss a single English house of business 
until we amved at the end of our sledge journey in Asia , 
though m the great towns of the Amur — at Ehabaiovka, at 
Blagovestchensk, and at Stretensk, we frequently came 
acioss the stoies and bianch offices of Mr Enoch Emery, 
an enteipnsing Amencan mei chant whose headquarters 
are at the seapoit of Nikolaevsk, and whom by a foitunate 
accident we subsequently met at Moscow 

In addition to the Geiman merchants there aie some 
few officials also of Geiman bnth, though in most cases they 
have become naturalised as Russian subjects The super- 
intendent of telegiaphs in Blagovestchensk, Mi Adamson, 

K 
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was a natneof Diesdon who also had undei his conti ol 
the lettei admmistiation and Government post-tiavellmg 
anangements m his distuct For at the time of oui 
journey a scheme foi the amalgamation of these tlnee 
blanches of the seivice was just coming mto opeiation 
In some distncts, as foi instance in Blagovestchensk 
and its neighbouihood, the new system was alieady m 
woilang 01 dei , but elsewheie we found the thiee depait- 
ments undei quite sepaiate admimstiations Piobably 
when the new system has been thoiouglily established, 
some advantages will be denved horn it, and ti a% elleis 
will find that station-masteis and yemshiks aie undei moie 
efficient conti ol than they weie of old , but, as fai as our 
expel lence went, we found that at those stations vlieie we 
weie at the meicy of a pietentious official m the smait 
umfoim of a postal officei, we had longei to wait and moie 
difficulty m pui chasing food, 01 getting oui own frozen 
viands coolced, than when the only occupant of the post- 
station pioved to be anilliteiate, unkempt, unwashed peasant. 

The open maiket-place of Blagovestchensk piesented a 
very lemarkable appeal ance at this wintei season. Game, 
meat, fish, milk, and piovisions of vanous lands weie being 
offeied foi sale in piofusion when we passed through it 
on the second day of oui stay m the town At fiist 
the stock of meat seemed laigei than could possibly be 
needed by a town of some 8,000 inhabitants , but when 
we lemembeied that the butchei was undei no imme dia te 
necessity of disposing of his wai<J foi feai of its spoiling, and 
that even the fish had piobably been dead foi seveial weeks. 
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we weie no longei suiprised The fish lested on then fiozen 
noses, stacked up in thiees or fouis, hke the tupod foi a 
gipsy kettle, 01 the piled nfles of a legiment, and we did 
not at fast lecognise that the solid white lumps, shaped hke 
howls of vaiious sizes and piled up into pyiamids, consisted 
of fiozen milk The butcheis had hard woik to chop in 
pieces the stony cai casses of bullocks, and even the loaves 
of bread would have seived veiy well for drivmg nails into 
a deal boaid 

Foi the cold had 
now greatly inci eased 
in severity In the 
eaily morning a ther- 
mometei hung out- 
side the window of 
oui hotel registered 
as low as— 27 ° Reau- 
mur, or more than 28 ° 
below zero Fahren- 
heit Although the 
hotel was, like all houses in Siberia, furnished thioughout 
with double windows, and although our room was heated 
almost to an uncomfortable degree of warmth, the cold out- 
side was so gieat that even on the innei surface of the 
inner windows the moisture of the ill- ventilated apaitment 
formed a collection of ice in some places moie than an 
inch m thickness 

In spite, howevei, of wind and cold, the cleai night an 
had a wonderfully biacmg effect The fatigues of oui journey 
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weie soon dissipated, and even the sudden change fiom the 
floaise, plain faie of the load to the best of good living was 
poweiless to affect us 

On the fifth day aftei oui amval in the town wo leluc- 
tantly detei mined to teai oui selves away It wanted but 
two days to the Russian Cliustmas, but we lefused to be 
tempted by the piessmg invitations which we leceived to 
lemam and study the Sibenan method of celebiatmg 
the festnal Oui piepaiations weie all made His. 
Paulsen had most lundly lolunteeied to undeitake the 
functions of oui commissanat , and we had leceived fiom 
hei hands a loyal gift m the shape of a huge sack ciammed 
with fiozen Hands Fust and foiemost it contained a 
vaiiety of excellent soups, set out to fieeze m soup plates, 
so that one had but to dip into the hag, diaw foith two 
discs of biown ice, and delnei them ovei to the lulei of 
the post-station kitchen, and in a few minutes a bowl of 
steammg hot Boup would be set befoie us, veiy diffeient m 
flavoui fiom the native ‘ shtchee ’ Among the lemaindei 
of the piovisions w r eie an enoimous joint of loast beef, a 
fine goobe, and a leg of lamb , while fiom a Geiman sausage- 
makei who had established himself m the town, we had pio- 
cuied a supply of Wuisto m gieat vaiiety, and m quantity 
almost sufficient to stock a Geiman laidei for a month. 
Oui bioken spmt theimometei we leplaced by one of quick- 
silvei, the only kind easily pioeurable, and the damage 
sustained by oui sledge had been louglily lepaued 

Oui podoiozhnaya, 01 peimit to tiavel, had expned 
The lules of the Govemment with legai d to the giant- 
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mg of podoiozhnayas aie lathei comphcated, and the 
officials themselves do not seem to be tboioughly posted 
in them It is usual for two men tiavelhng togethei to 
obtain a peimit foi two hoises, and only to pay for two 
hoises at each station, though in Eastern Sibena they 
always obtain thiee If, howevei, the tiavelleis’ luggage 
is over a ceitam weight, the station-mastei can demand 
payment foi thiee hoises, and as the stations aie never 
piovided with weighing machines the weight of luggage 
is a constant souice of dispute between tiavelleis and 
staiostas At the time we left Vladivostok, the winter load 
was not yet foimally open The date fixed by regulation 
fox this event was, we weie told, the 15th of the Russian 
Decembei , and if we staited before that date it would he 
necessaiy for us to take a peimit for three hoises instead of 
two This meant a serious inciease m the cost of the 
journey, as with thiee hoises mentioned in thepodorozhnaya 
the station-master could always demand payment foi three, 
and the cost of travel was thus mci eased fifty pel cent 
Theie was, howevei, nothmg foi it but to submit, and we 
had accoidmgly taken out a peimit foi Blagovestchensk, 
hoping theie to obtain one foi two hoises for the lest of the 
journey To oui disgust we found, when travelling from 
Vladivostok to Khabaiovka, that Russians who had obtamed 
peimits on the same date as oui selves, and undei piecisely 
similai ciicumstances, had been gianted two-hoise peimits, 
and weie travelling at two-thnds our cost Howevei, at 
Blagovestchensk we foimd no difficulty in obtaining a two- 
hoise permit thence to Tiumen, and we congratulated our- 
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selves that even if we weie still compelled to pay foi tlnee 
hoises we liad saied a substantial sum in the Goi eminent 
tax, which is calculated at the late of one kopek pei veist 
foi each hoise mentioned in the podoiozhnaya 

Aimed with oui new peimit Me pioceeded on the morn- 
ing of Tuesday, Januai}' 4, to the post-station, lying on 
the outsluits of the town, and entcied into negotiations 
with the staiosta foi continuing oui journey The fiist 
stage, he told us, Mas oveiland, and, as snow Mas still 
lacking, sledging Mould be impracticable It Mas possible 
to go lound by nvei, but the distance Mas much gieater — 
tu f enty-eight miles instead of sixteen , and as the uvei- 
loute was lough and bad, and the Government legulations 
did not lequuo him to take us by mei, he Mould liaicto 
ask a highei late of payment. We agieed to pay at the 
tauft late foi thiee hoises by the long uvei-ioute, and it 
was piomised that the j’emslnk and tioika should be at the 
hotel by eight o’clock in the ei eiimg 

In 01 dei to smooth the negotiations 1 had at an eaily 
stage offeied the staiosta a cigaiette, but he lefused the 
offei with emphasis, and Mi Nielsen mfoimed me that the 
man M r as a Molokan, and consequently nevei smoked The 
Molokans, oi Milkmen, who haie obtamed then name horn 
then custom of dunking nnlk on fast-days, aie a lemaik- 
able body of dissenteis from the Gieek Chiuch They 
aie opposed to the woiship of the sacied pictuies oi ikons 
which foim an indispensable pait of the fuimtuie of eveiy 
room ni an oithodox Russian’s house, they piofess to ob- 
tain then doctimes dnectly fiom the Bible as the only 
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inspiied souice of leligions knowledge, and generally they 
approach veiy neaily to some sects of English Piotestants 
They have suffeied much persecution at the hands of the 
Oitliodox Church, and aie said to have come out of it un- 
scathed, being generally lepoited to form the most honest, 
mdustnous, and sobei class to be found m the Eussian 
Empire We did not find, howevei , that the 1 eligious tenets 
of our fnend the station- mastei of Blagovestchensk pie- 
vented him fiom imposing somewhat on the helpless tia- 
vellei The loute by which we reached the first station 
was an excellent sledging road, and the distance pioved 
to be nothmg like twenty-seven miles 

Punctually at the piomised hour the hoises appealed 
in the hotel yaid Oui goods weie hastily packed into 
the sledge, and, faiewells being said, we galloped off up the 
uvei For the fiist time smce starting we had donned all 
our fuis, diawing oui heavy sheepskin coats ovei the double 
deeiskin kukliankas We weie like huge bundles of skins , 
the sledge seemed scaicely big enough to hold us, and to 
move an arm or a leg was almost impossible Gradually, 
howevei, we became accustomed to the stiange costume, 
and as the theimometei daily fell lowei and lowei till the 
meicuiy was frozen sohd and lefused to tell us how cold it 
was, we felt that we weie none too waimly clothed 
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We weie now enteung upon the gianclest, the most 
pictuiesque legion thiough which we w 7 eie to pass duung 
the whole of oui journey fiom the Pacific to the bouleis of 
the Baltic Sea Summei tiavelleis exhaust then voca- 
bulaiy of supeilatives m then desenptions of the beauties 
of the Amui between Albazin and Blagovestcliensk The 
numeious islets fnnged with snow-w’hite sand and biilhant 
with fohage and blossom look, they tell us, hke floating 
flowei beds on the cleai suiface of the watei over w'hich 
the little steameis glide, while along the hanks thickly 
wooded hills and locky cliffs alternate with giassy plains. 
All these visions of loveliness weie, of couise, denied to us , 
but theie was a stein giandeui m the wrntiy landscape 
which, m its unfamiliauty, moie than compensated us foi* 
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the loss of the mildfei beauties of summer At places the 
lugged cliffs lose to gieat heights sheei upnght fiom the 
fiozen uvei, and elsewheie the couise lay between un- 
dulating hills, whose snowy mantle was completely hidden 
by the thickly clusteied tiunks and blanches of gaunt, 
leafless tiees 01 woods of pines and fiis, amidst the daik 
fohage of which gleamed heie and theie the white baik of 
the slendei silvei bnches 

But it was night when we left the provincial capital, 
and the moon, bom on the Western Chustmas Day, yet 
wanted thiee days of attaining its piime F01 my diaiy, 
in thiee calendais, showed that while m the sledge, 
wheie we kept English time, we weie still m the fouith 
day of Jammy, on the left bank of the uvei the dawn 
of Chustmas Eve was at hand, and on the light they 
would soon legistei the twelfth day of the twelfth moon of 
the twelfth yeai of his Impel lal Majesty Kuang Hsu, mlei 
of the Celestial Empne A Chinese month is truly lunai, 
and by lefeience to a Chinese calendai one can always 
tell m a moment, bailing clouds and mists, how much 
moonlight he may expect on any night of the yeai And 
the moon becomes an object of moie than oidmaiy mteiest 
on a journey such as we weie making , foi though, as I have 
said, the nights weie nevei leally daik, it may be easily 
imagined that sledging m the moonlight nights had a 
chaim which the bughtest staihght could nevei give When, 
in the long vigilsbetween dusk and sunnse, sleep deseited us, 
theie was occupation m watching the moon fiom night to 
night as it mci eased m .stiength till it leached its plenitude 
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and began to wane, and foi my pait I have seemed on 
closei teims of intimacy with Astaite since that 30m ney 
than I evei felt myself befoie 

In the middle of the night, as we weie pioceedmg up 
the uvei, a line of some thiee 01 foui sledges laden with 
men and meichandise came winding along m the opposite 
dnection, and we suddenly evpenenced a heavy ciash as 
oui sledge was hi ought violently into collision with one 
of the tiam Oui yemshik tieated the mattei coolly 
enough He had almost the whole bioad mei on which 
to pick Ins path , but collisions aic legal ded as pleasant 
little incidents to lelieve the monotony of sledge-tiavelling, 
and the outriggeis will, as a lule — though not alwajs — 
pi event eithei vehicle fiom ovei turning We weie not, 
howevei , suipused to find that the non band of a sledge- 
lunnei, worn tlnn ovei the stony loads beyond Blagovesh- 
chensk, had bioken 111 two It was impossible to pioceed 
m this condition; and when at thiee m the moining we 
amved at Ekateimovska — one of numeious villages named 
after Cathenne the Gieat — we deteimmed to put up foi 
the lemamdei of the night and seek a blacksmith at 
daylight 

We had just finished a fiugal suppei of tea and biscuits, 
and were composing oui selves foi sleep with fiagiant 
Manilas bi ought with us fiom China, w T hen we weie dis- 
tuibed by the amval of two open sledges, and piesently 
five Cossack soldieis walked into the guest-ioom One 
was evidently Russian , but the dusky faces, n anow 7 eyes, 
and bioad noses of the othei foui told of Mongolian blood 
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in then veins They ueie very sociable Aftei chinking 
several glasses of tea they pioduced a laige bottle of 
‘ schnapps’ and invited us to dunk with them We weie 
a little doubtful as to what species of alcoholic poison the 
bottle contained, but both Uien and myself had had 
sufficient experience of Eastern laces to know that if one 
desnes to cultivate pleasant lelations with them, one must 
not be too fastidious, but must be content to do in home 
as the Romans do We had learnt, too, that one cannot 
offend a Russian moie than by 1 ejecting an offer of hospi- 
tality, and we accordingly accepted the pioffeied chink 
It piovecl to be a liquoi veiy similar to * squaie-face ’ gm, 
and decidedly moie to oui taste than vodka 

We learnt that oui fellow-tiavelleis weie a paity of 
Cossack soldieis letuimng home on leave after seveial 
yeais’ seivice on the banks of the Amui and Ussun ‘ Aie 
you Russian ? ’ my companion asked of one of the dusky- 
skinned soldieis ‘No,’ he leplied, ‘we aie Buiiats ’ 
The leply stiuck me as a little odd, foi I have seveial 
times in hei Majesty’s Supieme Couit foi China and 
Japan heaid individuals with high cheek-bones and deep 
bionze complexions declare, m answei to questions as to 
then nationality, that they weie Englishmen ThisBunat 
solchei was undoubtedly, like the majoniy of his tube, a 
Russian subject, but his feeling of loyalty was not stiong 
enough to induce him to identify himself with the dominant 
iace 

The paity was tiavellmg m the same dnection as oui- 
selves, and we were destmed to see a good deal of them 
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dining the next feiv days Two of them weie to leave the 
post-i oad at Albazm and thence to pioceed fai inland 
wheie theie weie no hoises and no loads, and wheie foi 
days togethei they might not come acioss a living soul. 
Inuied as they weie to haidships, it was evident that they 
did not look foiwaid to this poition of then journey with 
any degiee of pleasuie Of the 1 emainmg tlnee we gathei ed 
that one had his home m the neighboiuhood of Iuakhta, 
while the othei two had also to pioceed a consideiable 
distance along oiu own loute. 

The Bunats aie a Mongolian iace, pnncipally occupying 
a vast steppe in the Tians-Baikal Pionnce, tlnough which 
we wei e subsequently to pass They w ei e the fii st Sibei lan 
native iace amongst whom Clmstian piopagandist woik 
w'as instituted, two English mmisteis, Messis. Stallybiass 
and Sw'an, having gone out amongst them some seventy 
yeais ago The mission lasted about twenty-foui yeais 
befoie it w r as bioken up by the Tsai Nicholas, at the 
instigation of the Gieek Cliuich ecclesiastical authonties, 
but, although this mission was doubtless valuable as a 
civilising agency, it would appeal fiom all accounts to 
have made veiy few comeits fiom Buddhism and 
Shamanism, the ancient lehgions of the iace Latteily, 
how'evei, close contact and intei man mge with the Russians 
have been the means of bunging thousands of Bunats into 
the Gieek Chuich fold , and I noticed,that two 01 thiee of 
oui Cossack fnends ciossed themselves leveiently befoie 
the ikons at the post-stations. Anothei of them, how'evei, 
w'ho had lisen to the giade of a petty officei m his Cossack 
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corps, mfoimed me that he was a lama, 01 celibate puest 
of Buddhism 

Dwelleis among the Bunats descuhe them as being 
one of the most intelligent of the native iace 3 of Sibena, 
and, judging fiom oui expenence of these Cossacks duiing 
some days of tiavel m then company, I should say the 
reputation is deseived N01 weie they altogethei un- 
educated Some, if not all of them, could lead and wnte 
the Bussian language, and at least one undeistood the 
Boman alphabet As fai as we could judge, too, then 
knowledge of Western countiies, though extiemely limited, 
was in advance of that of many of the Bussian peasants with 
whom we came m contact They displayed the gieatest 
intei est m oui expedition, followed out oui route on the 
map, examined oui clothes and oui belongings, and asked us 
many questions, some of which oui limited vocabulary of 
Bussian woids did not enable us to answei They showed 
ns photogiaphs of themselves and Bunat fuends taken m 
Sibenan towns, and they often put themselves to much 
inconvenience m oidei to lendei us httle kindly sei vices 
In about an houi oui fiist intei view came to an end, 
and my companion and I stretched oui selves out on the 
flooi foi a couple of hours’ sleep befoie morning Soon 
after dayhght the station-mastei introduced us to a black- 
smith No new non band was piocuiable , but the bi oken 
band was soon lipped off, and, after the thick, unworn ends 
had been welded togethei, leplaced on the lunnei Half 
an houi befoie noon we weie once moie undei way, and 
a pleasant two houi s’ sledging ovei smooth ice amidst 
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pictuicsque sceneiy bi ought us to the little village of 
Bibikova 

We had been warned before leaving Blagoveslchensk 
that we should find tiavellmg on the Uppoi Amui and 
Slnlka rivcis slow and difficult, oumg to the scaicity of 
hoi ses and the compai atn o abundanco of i oy agci s Betv con 
Kliabaiovka and the Annii capital mo had lccoided an 
avciage of neaily two hunched vcisis a day, but bctucon 
heieand Stietensk uc should be lucky, no uoio told, if we 
managed to covei half this distance Along the whole of 
this pait of the louto only tine o iioikas aic kopt at a 
station , and as two of these aio requued almost daily foi 
the comeyancc of the mails, the supply of hoi ses at the 
disposal of tiavclleis is very limited. The distiict, too, is 
veiy spaisely populated, and it is often difficult to obtain 
pnvate hoiscs even on payment of double faies. At Bibi- 
kova the old stoiy of * no lioi ses/ which no had only once 
licaid smee leaving the Khanka Lako, was told once moie, 
and dui mg the next few days it was lcpeatcd to the voige 
of damnable iteiation Six horns was the length of our 
enforced halt, but Mis Paulson's bag of frozen viands 
piovided us with a bounteous feast , and a subsequent nap 
on the floor compensated us foi some of the sleep lost on 
the pievious night 

At eight m the evening fresh hoi ses weie harnessed; 
and towaids midnight wo pulled up at the foot of a steep 
cliff. We could see no house , but the yemshik pointed to 
a steep loadway winding up the bank , and, aftei ciambei- 
mg for some distance encumbeicd by oui heavy fuis, we 
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peiceived tlie station We weie told we could pioceed no 
faithei Tlieie weie lioises at tlie station , but ‘ Poclita 
budct ' — a mail was expected, and the hoises must be kept 
foi it We expostulated , but without effect Then we 
insisted that the hoises, which had been taken out of the 
sledge and biought up the hill, should he lehainessed, and 
the \ehicle biought up mto safety, foi we had met moie 
than one Mongolian caiavan winding along the ice duimg 
the day, and we did hot quite lehsh the idea of leaving oui 
woildly possessions on the uvei, out of sight and healing 
of the station, at the meicy of emigiants and tiavelleis, 
civilised and savage The station-mastei piotested that 
theie was no giound foi uneasmess , but when we solemnly 
assuied him that we should hold him lesponsible foi eveiy 
kopek of the value of oui sledge and its contents, as we 
knew we had a legal light to do, he began to leconsidei his 
decision Other men were called m, a consultation was 
held, and a decision was appaiently come to that we weie 
troublesome customers, and had bettei be got nd of as 
soon as possible, foi m half an houi fiesh hoises weie m 
the sledge and we were once more on oui way, enjoying 
the pleasures of midnight Bledgmg 

The cold had now reached almost its gieatest intensity, 
but it was impossible with oui mercury theimometei to 
asceitam exactly what numbei of degiees we weie ex- 
penencmg At night the quicksilvei, which fieezes at 
about 39 degiees below zeio Fahienheit, became solidified, 
though it lose by midday as high as 30 and 25 degiees 
The an, howevei, was peifeetly still, and m the blight. 
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sunshiny days the cold caused us compaiativety little dis- 
comfoit, though my companion had at eveiy station to 
pick fiom Ins moustache lumps of ice as laigeas walnuts, 
foimed by the congealed moistuie of his bieath. At night, 
while sleeping m the sledge, was the most uncomfoi table 
time, foi then we had to choose between coveung oui 
faces with thick scaives 01 the lappets of oui caps, 01 
leaving them expospd to the an. In the fiist case we 
always, on waking, found oui faces soaked with bieath - 
engendeied moistuie, w Inch tuckled down oui necks and 
made us miseiably damp, while e\posuie of the nose 
caused senous dangei of fiost-bite If the mouth and nose 
weie alone coveied, and the eyes weie left exposed, the 
bieath, duven upwaids by the scaif, settled on oui eye- 
lashes and fioze theie, with the lesult that on waking we 
found oui eyelids glued togethei w T ith ice, which we had to 
thaw with otu fingers befoie we could look about us 

If it w r eie not foi the necessity of bieathmg, tiavelhng 
m fugid climates would be fai moie pleasant than it is Foi 
although the discomfoit caused by the fieezing of the 
bieath is gieatest at night, even by day it is not mcon- 
sideiable One’s coat collai becomes stiff with ice; and 
eveiy thiead of fui within leach of one’s bieath is white 
with boai-fiost As soon as one enteis a waim 100m all 
this fiozen moistuie begms to thaw, and soon all one’s 
wiaps m the legion of the thioat aie m the sloppiest con- 
dition To diy them at the file is not a long piocess, but 
when it has to be lepeated at station after station half a 
■dozen times a day the task becomes monotonous. But it 
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. only those adorned with long beaids and moustaches 
/ho can enjoy all these luxuries in then supieme degree 
? oi when beaid, moustache, scaif, and fur coat aie fiozen 
-ogethei into one inseparable mass, then ownei has to sit 
stewing in all his fuis in a hot room till the ice has thawed, 
01 else to effect a lelease at the lisk of teanng locks of hair 
fiom his chin and upper hp 

Anothei pleasuie of night tiavelhng which we expe- 
rienced several times in this pait of oui journey is that of 
waking up after thiee or foui boms’ travelling on a fifteen- 
mile stage to find the yemshik asleep on the box, and the 
hoises, half asleep also, creeping along at the late of a 
mile an horn Then is the time to brmg into requisition 
one's leadily acquned stock of Russian oaths Oi pei- 
chance one amves at the end of the stage before waking, 
to find that a journey which ought to have been completed 
m an horn and a half has taken foui horns to accomphsh 
The only coiuse then open to one is to depnve the yemshik 
of his dimk-money — ‘na chai,’ ‘foi tea ’ as they call it m 
the West, while in the East then less decorous but moie 
tiuthful brethien term it ‘ na vodka ’ 

It was aftei a stage of this kind that we amved in the 
eaily Russian Chnstmas morning at the post-station of 
Korsakova and weie usheied mto the neatest and best- 
fmmshed little guest-room which we had yet seen In 
honom of the day, piesumably, a little oil lamp was burn- 
ing befoie the sacied pictuie in the comer , the walls 
veie hung with photographs and pictuies, the floor was 
carpeted, and little nick-nacks and antimacassais oina- 
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merited the fuimtiue. The little 100m hoic e%eiy sign of 
hemg used as the family pailom dm mg ilic absence of 
tiaielleis , and we felt quite at home as we made 0111 
usual early morning meal of tea and biscuits while ficsli 
hoises w’eie being harnessed Piescntly we had oui cus- 
tomaiy dispute with the station-mastei oiei the post-faie, 
and, hai mg lost the battle, paid foi tlnee hoises andic- 
mounted oui sledge. 

Foi we had lesohed to stand upon our rights. Russians 
tiavellmg with thiee hoises usually only paid foi two, and 
why should we pay for moie? It is tvue the diffeicnce 
was only thiee kopeks per veist, 01 a little moie than a 
fai thing for each of us 111 Eastern Sibeiia, and less than 
a fai thing 111 the West, but at Blagoiestchenslc we had 
still consideiably ovei five thousand leists to cm ei bcfoie 
leaching the lailway atTiumen, not to mention the sledging 
m Ernope , and if we could succeed in gettuig all the way 
thiough foi a two-hoise faie we should be the gamcis 
by some thu teen 01 fouiteen pounds. Sloiemei my com- 
panion, who was of a somewhat pugnacious tempei ament, 
took delight 111 these little battles In the gieat majoiity 
of cases the station-mastei would accept payment foi two 
hoises without a muimui , but wdienmer we saw a little 
piocession of yemslnks file out of the house into the station- 
yaid 01 into the loadway ni fiont and labonously heai e 
one side of the sledge oft the giound, we always knew theie 
was tiouble in store. The station-mastei would letum to us 
with a long face and a sad story about the dieadful weight 
of our baggage. It was wondeiful how then estimates 
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vanetl Some declaied that we had ten pud of foity 
pounds, and some twenty-five but they weie pretty well 
all agieed — those who hfted the sledge — that there was 
moie weight than the legulations allowed us to take with a 
pan of hoises 

Sometimes we gained the victoiy in these little dis- 
putes , but candoui compels me to admit that these cases 
weie the exceptions F01 the battle geneially lesolved 
itself into a tual of patience , and as the staiosta had the 
whole day befoie him and we were anxious to pioceed 
without delays, we usually gave way aftei a few minutes’ 
wianghng and paid the tlnee-hoise faie demanded We 
had mdeed been advised at Vladivostok to save oui selves 
tiouble and annoyance by making up oui minds befoie- 
hand to pay foi thiee hoises thioughout, but we had the 
satisfaction of knowing at the end of oui journey that we 
had saved some few pounds by 1 ejecting this advice 

At nine o’clock on the Russian Chustmas morning we 
halted at the village of Kumaisk, and seaiched the sledge 
foi a tm of pume Wiltshue bacon which we knew was to 
be found somewheie among the packages Fingeiless fur 
gloves aie not the most convenient aiticles for handiwoik, 
and while searching for the tm I laid my gloves aside, foi, 
although a prolonged exposuie of the fingeis would infallibly 
lesult m fiost-bite, it takes some httle time foi even the 
seveiest cold to penetiate , and foi five 01 ten mmutes one 
can woik m the open an with ungloved hands and suffer 
httle inconvenience But I had foigotten the stones m my 
school lesson-books of cold metals burning the flesh as if 
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led-hot, and seizing the bacon tin I attempted to cany it 
into the honse. But 1 soon diopped it. It did not actually 
blistei my flesh, but the sensation was ceitaml} icry 
similai to buinmg The theimomctci at this time could 
not, as ire afteiwaids lcaint, hnie legisteicd much less 
than 80 degieesof host, which is pi otty 1 aspect able even 
for an Aictic w intei, so I aimed at the conclusion that 
those school-book stones weie just a little exaggerated. 

It is said that Siberians often, aftci taking a vapour- 
bath m the leiy depth of wmtei, lush out steaming and 
staik naked horn the bath-house and take a quick 10II m 
the snow I novel saw this done, and for my oun pait it 
is a feat I should not caie to attempt , but fiom some 
little expei mients I made myself I am com meed that theic 
is nothing impossible m it, and that even the discomfoit 
would not be so great as some might imagine. 

The fact is, as candid tiavelleis admit, that the efiects 
of this extieme cold, though often veiy cunous and always 
inconvenient, aie not so temble m themsehes ns might be 
supposed. Of couise when combined with lack of waim 
clothing 01 scaicity of food, and with gieat fatigue, its 
effects aie temble indeed, and the sufieiings which have 
beenenduied by Aictic exploieis aie doubtless impossible of 
exaggeiation But the healthy ti ax ellei who has nothmg 
but the cold to contend with, and who is well supplied with 
appliances foi setting it at defiance, willsufiei fiom nothmg 
woise than petty inconveniences and discomfoits. I have 
heaid one Sibeiian tiavellei declaie that he had felt the cold 
moie duiing an easteily wind in the sub-tiopical paits of 
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Occasionally we met 01 passed a caiavan of sledges diawn 



by long-horned 
cattle 01 hoises; 
and once a long 
tiain of sledges 
passed us di awn 
by camels; 
while fiom 
little, Ion , tent- 
liltc erections, 
built up on the 
sledges and 
open to the back, 
dusky faces of 
Mongolian type 
peeied up at us. 
Once an excla- 
mation from 
0111 yemshikput 
ns on the aleit, 
and, looking m 
the dnection 
to which he 
pointed his 
whip, we saw 
a large wolf 
standing in the 
middle of the 


sledge-track a hundred yaids 01 so ahead of us. He le- 
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gaided us with appaient intei est as we appioaohed , but 
befoie we bad got within fifty yaids of him he scampeied 
away, and was soon up the bank and out of sight 

Latei on, while tiavelhng along the uver Uda, I saw 
anothei wolf, but these weie the only two of the dieaded 
animals we encounteied, though a Eussian who tiavelled 
fiom KhabaiovLa a few miles behind us told us he saw 
altogethei eight between that town and Tomsk Theie 
appeals to be a notion among Englishmen — and indeed 
among Western Eaiopeans generally — that wolves aie a 
senous souice of dangei to tiavelleis in Siberia Theie is 
an idea, denved fiom some old Eussian tale, that it is 
necessaiy foi the travellei to take a stock of babies with 
him so that he can thiow out one now and agam to engage 
the attention of the wolves while he makes his escape 
Eecent voyageis have done somethmg to dissipate these 
enois, but they aie still pietty widely current As a 
mattei of fact the Sibenan wolf is a cowaidly animal He 
does sometimes give tiouble to lonely pedestrians, but 
such a thing as an attack by wolves upon a post-sledge is 
utteily unknown m Sibena 

Occasionally the blue smoke of wood-fiies culling up 
fiom the light bank of the uvei showed us the position of 
Mongol villages , but they were veiy few and fai between. 
At the stations we sometimes met two 01 thiee Eussians 
tiavelling between village and village, but often for a 
whole night the only human bemg we could see would be a 
letuinmg yemshik lying asleep at the bottom of a httle low 
sledge amidst his fuis, while one hoise diew him homewaids 
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at a walking pace, and two otheis followed behind at then 
own sweet wills Foi a team of ictnimng hoises is not ic- 
quued to hung home passongeis. At each station a ceitam 
numbei oi annuals aie kept, they take tiavelleis to the 
neatest station m citliei dnection, but they go back empty- 
handed — if such a plnasc can be applied to hoises — even 
though theie m.ij be a dozen passongeis waiting to go to 
the station to which they aie ictuimng Tins is the lule, 
but it is not alwajs stnctly earned out As we weie glad 
to chscoiei on one occasion, it is sometimes possible to bnbe 
a letuinmg } enislnk to gi\e Ins hoises double duty. 

Towaids midnight oil the Eussinn Cluistmas Day wo 
aimed at a ullage called Tsagajan, and found two sledges 
laden with lieai y mail-bags standing m the station-^ aid 
It was the second post we had met that day , and, as wc 
expected, it left no hoises foi us. Pei haps tlicic weie 
none foi the mails eithei , at all events they did not pio- 
ceecl till the following morning, the postman — a youth m 
his teens — hanging lus long leiohei ovei Ins head, and 
peacefully shaung with us such sleeping accommodation as 
the station-house afloided, while Ins letteis lemamed out m 
the yaid m then leathei bags 

Delaj s w f eie beginning to get monotonous , and when, on 
the follow mg day at Kuznetsova, we weie again told that 
theie weie no post-hoises to be had foi some horns, we sent 
out mto the village to see what could be obtained fiom the 
peasants The Chustmas festivities seemed not yet to be 
at an end, foi while we weie awaiting oui messengei’s le- 
tum, a tioop of young gnls, m the national peasant diess, 
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came maiclnng in piocession to the station , and piesently 
we heaid them gigglmg and lompmg in the ne\t 100m, di- 
vided fiom ouis only by a wooden paitition full of chinks 
and knot-holes, at which we could frequently discern a glis- 
tenmg eye Piesently oui messengei letuined, and a bai- 
gain was soon stiuek foi oui convejance to the ne\t station 
foi thiee louhles, a httle moie than double the two-hoise 
postmg faie 

We weie suipnsed to find only two hoises harnessed to 
the sledge Hitlieito we had tiaielled once with file hoises 
and once with foui , but nevei with less than thiee How- 
evei, we weie assuied that the pan could take us comfoit- 
ably, and ceitamly the woik seemed easy enough foi them 
along the smooth ice of the uvei They galloped away, 
making consideiably bettei time than we had often made 
with a tioika At the end of the stage, howevei, we le- 
cened a lesson in Eussian bai gaining Although the bai- 
gain had unmistakably been foi thiee louhles, the yemshik 
stoutly denied this, and demanded foui louhles and a half 
And this was not the only occasion on which we e\penenced 
a difficulty of this soit Two 01 tlnee times we made a 
baigam, thiough a station-mastei, foi a supply of pin ate 
hoises, and afteiw'aids had the baigam lepudiated and 
highei teims demanded by the ownei of the beasts, who, 
seemg we weie foieigneis, thought he saw a chance of 
bleeding us 

This ‘going back on ’ a baigam once made was new' to 
us, and proved veiy exaspeiatmg The lecogmsed pnnciple 
of tiade among neaily all Eastern laces is foi the sellei to 
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begin by aslang at least double tlie woith of Ins w’ares, and 
the buyei to offei less than half tlicii value. Then the 
sellei giadnally decieaseshispiice, and the buyer increases 
his offei, till a baigam is stiuelc But when once the seller 
has come down to a ceitam figuic he nevei laises it again. 
In Coiea they have some lemai liable hade customs. One 
of these is exactly the lcveisc of the Western punciple of 
making a 1 eduction on takmg a quantity When in Seoul, 
I was told by foieign lesidents that if they wished to buy 
say twenty ai tides of a ceitam land at native shops, they 
had to send seivants out ten 01 twenty tunes to buy them 
m ones or twos, because if they oideied twenty at once the 
puce would be immediately laised — peiliaps m obedience to 
the economical law that an mci eased demand 01 a deci eased 
supply enhances puces But even in Coiea they do not go 
back on their baigamB. It is left to the Bussian hoise- 
ownei to agiee foi one pi ice and then to demand a higher. 

We weie assisted m oui little dispute with the yemslnk 
over the faie by oui Bunat Cossack friends, w’bom w’e had 
now caught up once moie. They had been waiting at this 
post-station foi the best part of a day, and bad still to 
exeicise then patience foi a couple of horns befoie getting 
horses. I amused them foi some tune wuth a copy of Di. 
Lansdell’s ‘ Thiough Sibena,’ which I kept always at hand 
for use as a guide-book. Di. Lansdell’s veiy accuiate de- 
scuption of the countiy was of course beyond their com- 
piehenBion , but in the illustrations they took the liveliest 
- interest, and especially in the poitiaits of Buriats and 
lepresentations of Buriat costume. At five in the evening 
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their horses weie leady, but we had still two hours to 
lemam 

Just befoie the time foi oui depaituie a sledge drove 
up, and a Bussian and his wife enteied the station We 
watched with intense mteiest while the gentleman divested 
himself of his fuis , foi if an official umfoim weie displayed 
beneath, we knew what we should have to expect Of the 
three troikas kept at the station the Cossacks had two, and 
if the new-comers could present a Ciown podorozhnaya, they 
would take the thud and leave ns in the luicli Fortunately 
he pioved to be a civilian, and we had the pleasure of 
seeing his face diop, and his wife’s also, when they heard 
that we weie just starting off with the only available troika, 
and that they would have to wait till the Cossack’s hoises 
had leturned and lested Presently the wife retned to the 
back and enteied into an earnest conversation with the 
staiosta We suspected plotting, and we were not wiong 
What the lesult would otheiwise have been I do not know, 
but, as on a previous occasion, we again found a friend in 
the staiosta’s wife She came and whispered to us that the 
' Bussian lady had been endeavouiing to bube 01 cajole the 
starosta into giving the only tioika to hei and her husband 
But our friend had mterfeied m our behalf, and m a few 
minutes we were safely seated in oui sledge and galloping 
away 

We toie along foi a mile at a break-neck speed; and 
then suddenly the yemshik pulled up, and turning towards 
us asked us in which direction we wanted to go His 
method of driving had already inspiied us with giave doubts 
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as to tlie man s solnicty, and now oiu suspicions weie eon- 
veited into ceitamties Luckily w e weie 011 tlie light load 
It plowed an exhilarating dine, but it was not the only one 
of the land to which we weie tieated dining that festnc 
Chustmas season O11 one occasion a station-inastci actually 
admitted to us that we weie delayed not foi want of lioises, 
hut because tlieic was not a single yemsliilc about the place 
who was sobci enough to dine 

As soon as oui ycmsliik was com meed that he was 
going m the light dnection he staitcd oil once moic, yelling 
at the top of his ioico, slashing his whip, and tcaimg along 
at a funous gallop, sending us clashing oiei stumps of tiees 
and latthng and bumping oiei obstiuctions of all lands 
lying oil the side of the load — foi the gicatci pait of his 
stage was oiei land, close by the bank of the inci Sud- 
denly 111 the midst of one of these bumps the duga came 
flying oft oi ei the eais of the cential lioise, and bcfoie the 
team could be pulled up the sledge had passed oi ci it. 

The feat of fastening a heaiy duga fiimly 111 position 
is one lequiung no little dextenty The aich is kept m 
place mainly by the piessuic of a shaft 011 eithei side of it , 
and to obtain the leqiusite amount of piessuic the shafts 
have to be lashed tightly to the hoise’s collai with leathern 
thongs The thong, one end of which is fastened to the 
collai, is passed lound the shaft, and then back tkiough the 
collai agam The yemslnk places Ins foot 01 his knee 
agamst the hoise’s collai, and, putting all his back into the 
woik, pulls on the thong till the shaft is bent inwaids on 
to the collai, and then makes all fast He lepeats the 
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opeiation on the opposite side till shafts, duga, and collai 
foim one compact mass against which the centie hoise 
pushes It is a difficult feat, even for a sobei ostlei whose 
movements aie encumbeied by thick fuis and skins, and 
to oui mebnated yemshik the difficulties appealed almost 
insui mountable Foi a time it was amusing to watch his 
fiiutless effoits to balance himself on one foot while obtain- 
ing a pm chase on the hoise- collai with the othei , but 
aftei about twenty minutes the amusement began to pall 
on us If we had had an mtei pi etei with us we could have 
added a choice stock of woids to oui Russian vocabulary, 
foi every fiesh failuie was the signal foi a stoim of ana- 
themas to be huiled at the inoffensive hoise, which stood 
the veiy pictuie of patience while its head was hauled fiom 
side to side, and agam and again the half-fixed duga fell 
clatteung on its back But m the absence of an intei - 
pietei we could only console oui selves with leflections on 
the marvellous spnit of conseivatism which maiks the 
Russian’s attachment to that heavy, unwieldy, and utteily 
useless encumbiance, the duga 

At length the task was accomplished satisfactory, and 
we once moie dashed away m the moonlight The wooden 
aich shook and rattled ominously, but it kept its place 
Soon we descended an incline to the uvei , but our diivei 
did not deign to slacken his pace The load had been cut 
obliquely down the low back in oidei to lessen its dechvity , 
but scorning such devices the yemshik made stiaight foi the 
nvei Foi the last thiee 01 foui feet the bank lose almost 
peipendiculai , but the hoises took the jump feailessly , 



1 5S BLAGOVESTCIIENSK TO ALBAZIN 

foi a moment oui sledge was suspended m mid-au, and 
then, with a ciasli which neaily sent 0111 heads thiougli 
the hood, we alighted safely on the ice Wo enjoyed that 
duve, hut we could not lepiess a fcclmg of thankfulness 
when we diew up safely at the next post-station. 

Heie we once more caught up oui Cossack fuends, and 
found that they also uoie bent on Clmstmas festivities. 
Schnapps and vodka veic cn culatmg ficely, and ue dis- 
coveied by experiment that the Bunat palate can appieciate 
the delicacy of Geiman sausage and good Fiench biandy 
Eithei fiom lack of horses 01 fiom an excess of festivity on 
the pait of the yemsliiks, we weie again delayed foi the 
night. But then libations had not destioycd the native 
couitesy of the Bunats. Betmng to an unfurnished 100m 
adjoining, they left my companion and myself m sole 
possession of the guest-ioom, and we passed a veiy com- 
foi table night upon the flooi. 

All next morning ve tiavelled m company with the 
Cossacks, oui sledge always bunging up the leai of the 
piocession of tlnee The loute lay mainly by land, and 
we passed tlnough moie than one laige village with its 
wooden chuich leairng aloft the pointed cupola with which 
we had now giown familial. Often, too, we passed tlnough 
woods and ovei hilly countiy, beautiful even in this winter 
season Eaily m the afternoon we amved at Vagano'sa, a 
lonely post-station on the hank of the Arnui Only two 
ti oikas weie available, and as the Cossacks weie before us 
we weie left behmd with seven houis to wait 
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The little piece of giound overlooking the nvei upon 
which the station stood appealed to be an aitifieiaJ clearing 
fiom the forest which stretched away behind it Among 
the trees, to within a few yaids of the house, the snow was 
dotted with the hoof-maiks of herds of deei , foi in all 
this legion deer abounded, and many of the station-masteis 
and yemshiks appealed to combine with then Government 
employment a little hunting foi venison and deei -skins 
For a few shillings my companion was able to buy a laige 
deer-slnn cloak which even m Tomsk would have cost thiee 
or foui tunes the money , and on one occasion while at a 
post-station we saw a sledge drive up on which weie a dozen 
frozen carcasses of deei. 

But strolling about looking at deei spools soon palled 
on us, and aftei making a heaity meal of a capital 
peiog of stuigeon-flesh, made by the starosta’s wife foi the 
yemshiks, we weie glad to find om selves gliding up the 
nvei once moie undei a blight full moon On airivmg 
next morning at the village of Permikina we weie smpused 
to see in the station-yard the familiar foim of a huge 
vashok and on entering the guest-ioom we found it 
occupied by oui old friend the Russian officei with his wife 
and thiee httle gnls, whom we had last encounteied some 
hundieds of veists behind Dui mg om five days’ stay at 
Blagovestchensk they had caught and passed us , but as 
they stopped at night and we tiavelled continuously, we had, 
m spite of om numeious delays and then Ciown podoiozh- 
naya, lapidly been gaming on them. 
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When w t c enteicd the station the mother was engaged 
m convcitmg hei clnldien by successive wiappmgs into 
little animated balls of fm , but she stopped to exchange 
gieetmgs with us Soon the lieaise, as we had dubbed the 
gieat vehicle, lattled oft with its five hoises, and an lioui 
latei we sped aftei it In the next stage a heavy joltmg 
ovei lough ice lesulted in the smashing of an outuggei and 
a hoise-bai , but a caipcntei at the next Milage soon 
leplaced the bioken geai It was mteiesting to note the 
dextenty with which, using no otliei tool than an axe, he 
chipped two asli-polcs into shape, but it was not pleasant 
to watch linn w'Oilang gloveless in the cold an, the blood 
chipping fiom mnumeiable chaps and ciacks m his wnnlJed 
hands Neveitlicless the whole village, whose time did not 
appeal to be veiy valuable, ciowded out of then houses into 
the station -yaicl to watch the opeiation 

Tow aids nightfall we appioached the lnstoiical towrn of 
Albazm, the oldest m Eastern Sibena At the last station 
befoie leaching it w T e found the staiosta absent, and a paity 
of yemshiks and guls feasting and meuymakmg No 
hoises weie to be had foi thiee 01 foui lioui s, w r e weie 
told, but we had a slnewd suspicion that the yemshiks 
weie simply loth to leave the feast, so we deteimmed to tiy 
what a little laving and bullying would effect It acted 
like a chaim We weie soon teaung along towaids Alba_zm 
with a highly elevated yemsluk on the box We enteied 
the town at a funous gallop, sending men, women, and 
clnldien flying into then houses m all dnections Piesently 
a dog lan bailung acioss the load, and oui hoises shied; 



WE ENTER ALBAZIN 


161 

the sledge sweived lound and shaved the comei of a house, 
and foi a few seconds we were m imminent dangei of a 
temble smash But the yemshik managed to legain com- 
mand of his team, and we diew up in safety at the post- 
station of Albazm 


CHAPTER X 

ALBAZIN TO STItETENSK 


Cheinigoveki — Albazm and its sieges — An elcintod staiosta — Em- 
banassmg hospitality — The sentinel deserts Ins post — Off to Stre- 
tonsk — An unfoitnnato family — Gently down lull — The Bui mis 
again — An irascible Polish exile — Farewell to tlio Cossacks — Up 
the Slnlka Bivoi — The Sc\cn Caidmal Sms— Restless lepose — Re- 
turning lioises— Good-byo to the lasliolc— A Chinese merchant— 
Stietensk — A rude hotel — English again— A transmitting station — 
Tapping tlio lvnes— Borsh nnd pilmcmcs— On the load again. , 

To outwaul appearance Albazm is only a mean little 
Sibenan village, but lnstoiically it is the most mtciesting 
town eastwaid of the Baikal Sea Fiom the uvei one still 
3ees the lemams of the foitifications elected by Nikitao 
Cheimgovsld moie than two bundled yeais ago This 
Chemigovski was a lunaway exile, vho, with a band of 
followeis despeiate as himself, set up his camp heie on 
Chmese soil, built foitifications, pillaged the native tubes 
of the sunoundmg distucts, founded villages, obtained the 
paidon of the Czai, and laised himself fiom the status of 
an escaped convict to that of a distmguished and successful 
general . The Chinese did not submit quietly to this invasion 
of then terntoiy In 1G85 they attached Albazm, and after 
an eighteen days’ siege they compelled the gamson to sur- 
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lendei, and, aftei allowing them to letne to Neichinsk, 
destioyed the foit No soonei, howevei, had the conqueiors 
letned than the vanquished leturned, lepaned then foit, and 
lemamed in possession till the following yeai, when a second 
siege by the Chmese was only iaised m view of the tieaty 
negotiations between Russia and Chma at Neiehinsk, which 
ended in the restitution to Chma of Albazin and all the 
smiotmdmg temtoiy Foi upwaids of 160 yeais Albazin 
lemamed m undisputed possession of the Celestials, but m 
1848 Russian colonising enterpuse again dnected its atten- 
tion to this not veiy attiactive region ; and then began the 
senes of annexations and negotiations which ended m 1860 
with the cession to Russia of the whole of the temtoiy lying 
on the noithein bank of the Amui Rivei, and the coast of 
Manchuria down to the fiontieis of Coiea 

The night was beginning to close in as we dashed into 
Albazin , but, despite the gathenng daikness and the head- 
long speed of oui piogiession, we saw quite enough to con- 
vmce us that the few lemammg relics of the age of Chemi- 
govski, intei esting as they might be, would scarcely lepay 
us foi a lengthened halt We therefoie determined to 
contmue our journey as soon as we had dined 

But heie a difficulty inteivened Enteiing the post- 
station a few mmutes aftei my companion, laden with pro- 
visions from the sledge, I found him folded in the embrace 
of an aged and paiticulaily duty Siberian, who was evi- 
dently in an advanced stage of inebriety , while two of oui 
Bunat Cossack fi lends lay sti etched out on the floor, 
watching the little comedy with evident amusement 
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Having avoided a salute from tlie diunken staiosta’s lips, 
and disengaged himself fiom the old man’s omhiaee, Then 
infoimed me that the fellow had been begging foi money to 
buy vodka, and had been evincing his giatitude on the 
receipt of a few kopeks 

Could we have hoises ? Oh, yes, but we must diink fiist 
with mine host. A few moi e kopeks and he would have suffi- 
cient to buy a small bottle of vodka. We demuned, but 
finally yielded to the old man’s impoitumty His gratitude 
was ovei whelming I find it lecoidcd in my notebook that 
he shook hands 213 tunes, and wanted to lass us The 
numbei of handshakes may not ho absolutely accuiate, hut 
it is nearer the maik than might be supposed. Then the 
old fellow staggeied out m search of the wineshop, but 
soon letuined in a state of depiession — the shops weie 
closed Never mmd, we could have oui caiousal in the 
morning 1 We again demiured We wished to pioceed at 
once. But that was impossible , theie weie no post-hoises 
to be had We aigued the pomt, and meanwhile the 
staiosta invited himself to suppei with us His mannei 
of feeding was peculiar . Cutting a thick slice of biead, 
he piled on to it a mixtuie of buttei, mustaid, mutton, 
and jam, the whole of which disappeared with amazing 
rapidity 

Could we have piivate hoi ses ? Oh, yes A baigam was 
soon stiuck , but presently we found that theie weie no 
yemshiks to be had Nevei mmd , the staiosta would duve 
us himBelf The load was bad, and peihaps a little d an gei - 
ous, and he did not lelish turning out at night , but to 
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seive us > The staiosta’s wife looked troubled She evi- 
dently doubted whethei hei husband was in a fit condition 
to manage a tioika on a dangeious load , and eithei out of 
consideiation foi hei, or bom a ciaven feai for our own 
cai casses, we cued off the baigam and prepaied om selves 
foi a night’s lest with a loof ovei om heads 

But oui sledge standing mthe open stieet — might it not 
be pillaged duiing the night ? Would it not be bettei to 
unload it? The staiosta knew a better way he and I 
together with difficulty diagged the heavy sledge lound to a 
coinei of the open yard, behind the post-station, and the 
starosta’s dog was made fast to the vehicle with an impiovised 
chain and collai Then, letuming to the guest-ioom, Uren 
and I thiew oui sheepskin coats upon the flooi beside our 
Bunat fuends andweie about to compose ourselves to sleep. 
But piesentlythe staiosta diewa lagged and not ovei -clean 
cotton mattiess from the cuitamed-off coinei wheie he and 
his wife slept, and offeied it to us foi om use It did not 
look altogethei temptmg , he would have been a bold man 
who would have guaranteed its freedom fiom insect hfe. 
But it would have been as much opposed to the laws of 
Sibenan etiquette as to those of natural comtesy to have 
spumed so geneious a loan, we therefoie expressed om 
giatitude, stretched om selves out on the bed, andweie soon 
asleep 

Two 01 thiee horns latei I awoke, feeling a httle uneasy 
about oui belongings, foi a few tins of piovisions, which 
we could ill spaie, had aheady been pilfeied from the sledge 
at vanous times, and I did not feel veiy confident about the 
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secunty of the staiosta’s auangements Slipping on my 
felt hoots, I went to leassme myself The sledge seemed all 
light Theie weie the improvised dog-collai and chain , and 
theie, 011 the snow, was the mat put out foi the dog to he 
upon But no dog was to be seen Howevei, theie was 
nothmg to he done but totiust m Piovidence, sol letumed 
to bed 

In the morning the staiosta’s mannei was stiangely 
subdued He was suffeiing seveiely from a swollen head 
He made no lefeience to the piomised caiousal, but busied 
himself m speedmg 0111 depaituie A spm of twenty miles 
hi ought us to Oiloi a, where we found encamped m the post- 
station a Eussian civilian, his wife, and then family of half 
a dozen childien, who foi thnty-aix horns had been waitmg 
theie foi hoises A post had just come m, and had again 
disappomted them by taking the only two lemaming tioihas , 
and they had theiefoie no hopes of continuing then journey 
foi anothei twehe horns at least By the judicious expen- 
dituie of a few loubles, howevei, we got hoises fiom the 
village Soon we e\penenced a change of sceneiy, as, to 
avoid the windings of the uvei, we ciossed a hilly neck of 
land In the midst of thick woods, which heie and theie 
showed wheie the a\e had been at woik, we climbed hills 
and shd down descents so steep that eveiy minute or two 
the horses had to be turned shaip lound so as to bung the 
runneis side-on to the load, and pievent the sledge hom 
taking chaige and coming to a smash at the bottom of the 
hill 

Towaids night we amved at Sveibieva, a village of half 
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a dozen houses, wheie at the post-station we came up with 
the lemamdei of the little Cossack paity They too had 
been suffeiing fiom the deaith of hoises For twenty-four 
hours they had been waiting at this little village One of 
them, with kindly intent, seized the pillows in oui sledge, 
and was pioceeding to cany them into the house, saying we 
should ceitamly have to put up foi the night , but foitu- 
nately we found that, small as the village was, it boasted a 
piivate hoise-ownei, and for double faies m two liouis we 
were once moie on the load 

At midnight we weie met at the dooi of the post-station 
of Sgibnievaby thestation-mastei, a tall, gaunt Pole, who 
told us that he had been exiled as a 1 evolutionist foui-and- 
twenty yeais befoie. Fiom the diawei of the guest-ioom 
table he pioduced a little Franco-Polish Dictionaiy, and he 
could even lemembei a woid 01 tw T o of Geiman, a language 
with which he piofessed to have been toleiably familial in 
the days of his piospeuty. He was doubtless an estimable 
man, and ceitamly of much moie polished manneis than 
the aveiage Siberian post-mastei , but tw T enty-foui yeais of 
exile had appaiently not altogethei subdued the natuial 
uascibihty of tempei which was no doubt a valuable quality 
in a revolutionist. 

All this time we had a pietty shiewd idea of the ma in 
cause of oui constant delays foi want of horses Oui fnend 
the mihtaiy officei was keeping just ahead of us with his 
five-hoise heaise, and taking fiom the stations all the 
animals not requned foi the postal seivice. Sleeping by 
night m the post-stations, and encumbeied with impedimenta 
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m tbe shape of wife and childien, it was impossible foi him, 
despite tbe alacuty mspned by bis exalted office, to covei 
moie than seventy 01 eighty miles a day, and be prevented 
us fiom doing moie Could we once manage to get past 
him, we felt confident that oui difficulties would be at an 
end Theiefoie, when our levolutiomst host informed us 
that be should be glad to speed us on oui journey with post- 
lioises at 2 p ir on tbe following day, we once more 'sug- 
gested pnvate boises 

Tbe Pole lesponded with alacuty He could get us 
lioises Horn tbe village foi foui loubles Tbe tariff two- 
boise faie was only Es 1 65 , but we closed with the offer, 
and a messengei was despatched foi tbe hoises We waited, 
at fiist patiently, then impatiently. At tbe end of an bom 
and a half we began to make fiequent mqmnes of tbe 
staiosta as to when we might expect the amval of tbe quad- 
lupeds ‘ Sei cbas ’ was of comse tbe leply We might 
have guessed it without distuibmg mine host in tbe small 
bouis of tbe morning, and tbeie was peihaps some excuse 
foi tbe Pole’s conduct when, aftei tbe tbnd lepetition of 
tbe question, be lusbed mto tbe 100m in a fury, tbiew oui 
papeis on the table, and letned piecipitately to bed But 
be was soon up agam, foi a few minutes latei tbeie amved, 
not tbe boises, but at least a hoise-ownei, who piofessed 
bis leadiness to foiwaid us a stage foi five roubles This 
was tbe last stiaw We lefused to pay moie than the 
stipulated sum, left tbe staiosta and tbe boisy individual 
to fight tbe mattei out, cui led up on our lugs, and fell 
asleep while the altei cation was in piogiess As a Eussian 
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never wakes a sleeping man, we weie left in peace, and it 
was daylight when we woke While wc weie discussing 
breakfast oiu Burnt fuends aimed. We extended to them 
a welcome which m oui heart of hearts wc did not feel, for 
we had coidially hoped ore this to have seen the last of 
them foi evei We lenewcd overtures for private horses, 
split the diffeicnco m terms, got away two hours ahead of 
the Buriats, and nevei saw them again. 

All this lime, smee lcavnig Khabaiovka, oui couise had 
lain along the ice 01 by the banks of the Amur Bivci , but 
now, on the afternoon of Januaiy 11, the piled-up masses 
of ice which obstructed oui couise on the mci told us that 
we weieappioaclnng the place of the meeting of the waleis 
of its two constituents, the Argun and the Slnlka Leaving 
the little village of Ust Stnlka away to the loft, wo passed 
up the mouth of the Slnlka, and at length turned oui backs 
on the Celestial Empiie, along whose boundary line we had 
been travelling now foi noaily fifteen bundled miles 

With the change of livei we expci lenccd an entile 
change of scenery. Thickly wooded lofty hills sloped up- 
wards fiom the veiy bunk of the livei, so that m many 
places long cuttings had had to be made m the foiest to 
allow of the election of the telegiaph line. Signs of life 
weie fewei heie than in the desolate legions through 
which we had been passing , and even where the liver was 
for a bnef space toituous, the hilly banks and absence of 
anything appioachmg the similitude of a load pievented 
the possibility of short cuts, and kept us ngoiously to the 
icy highway. 
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We feaied that fuithei tioubles weie m store for us , 
for in a few miles we should enter the region of the ‘ Seven 
Cardinal Sms’ — seven post -stations so known to old 
Sibenan travelleis by leason of then pioverbialdiscomfoits 
and the impossibility of obtaining at them even the baie 
necessities of life It was half-past four on the morning of 
the Eussian New Year’s Eve when we arrived at Utesna, the 
first of the Seven Sins , and here at length we came up 
level with the military officer with whom we had been lacing 
Eaily as it was, he rose at once on oui ainval, greeted us, 
and ordeied the only available post-horses, for although 
theie weie thiee troikas at the station, a post was expected 
and they refused to let the thn d three horses go We expos- 
tulated vehemently, and our military friend came to our 
assistance , but whethei he was 1 eaily veiy sohcitous on 
our behalf I am now much inclined to doubt Undei 
oidmary cmmmstances he was a mild-manneied man, with 
a terrible cough — a cough which, when it once fairly com- 
menced, did not * let up ’ for even a second, till man and 
cough weie both exhausted Tiavellmg by day over ice 
and snow packed with four others in a vashok, almost her- 
metically sealed, and sleepmg by night in overheated post- 
stations, seemed scarcely the legimen best suited foi his 
complaint 

But piesently something went wrong in the station- 
master’s arrangements, and the colonel soon made it evi- 
dent that neither his energy nor the power of his lungs 
was seriously injured The unfortunate starosta seemed 
ready to sink into his shoes as the officer paced up and 
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down the guest-ioom raging and anathematising The fit 
lasted, too, evenlongei than his coughing bouts ; and mean- 
time my comiade and I weic vainly endcavouiing to make 
up aneais of sleep. Piesently a seivant enteied, and m 
lemovmg the samovar, sent a little showei of watei splash- 
ing m my face as I lay upon the flooi Just then a tiaveller 
enteied, and thiew down all his fuis on Uien’s piostiate 
body. His apologies weie piofuse , but my companion and 
I abandoned foi the time all attempts to sleep. And it was 
foitunate we did, foi we discoveied that the new-comei was 
tiavelling eastwaid , and though it is conti aiy to Government 
mles foi returning hoises to take passengeis, a little palm- 
oil smoothed the u ay, and soon aftei daylight we weie once 
moie on the load, only some eight or ten miles behind the 
vashok 

The ‘Seven Cauhnal Sms’ scarcely desene to-day 
then evil leputation Some of them hare suiely been le- 
built, for we found them among the loomiest and most com- 
foi table stations we had yet encountered Food was ceitamly 
veiy difficult to piocuie , but as m wmtei one cames his 
piovisions with him, this would have matteied little but foi 
the fact that we weie anxious to make all possible speed, and 
viands solidified by ninety degiees of fiost take time when 
files aie low to bung into an edible condition The hoises, 
too, weie small and feeble, and the late of piogiess was 
anything but fast 

It was neanng midday when the Second Sm was leached, 
and we weie getting hungiy , but even black biead was 
denied us, and milk was heie an unknown luxuiy. At 
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at Chita. Accustomed as weie my companion and myself 
to the ngoious hne ■which dmdes the social lives of Chinamen 
and Englishmen in Hongkong and the tieaty poits of China, 
we could not help noticmg the veiy intimate teims which 
appealed to subsist between the Chinaman and his Russian 
fellow-tiavellei, who seemed to be a mei chant of some 
standing It is one of the seciets of Russian success in 
Cential Asia that the Slav — peihaps on accomit of the Tatai 
blood m him , which is evei to be found by sciatchmg — is 
leadiei than the Saxon to oveistep socially the boundaiy 
hne which is too apt to sepaiate the ' vhite man ’ fiom the 
colouied 

By daylight we had left the last of the Caidmal Sins 
behind, and weie once name sledging tlnough a com- 
paiatively thickly populated legion Round eveiy post- 
station was a village of at least two dozen houses Food, 
too, was plentiful. At Shilkma ve obtained a leally ex- 
cellent basin of cabbage soup fiom the family pot. It was 
the Russian New Yeai’s Day, and it may be that a few 
extia ingiedients had been put into the national dish m 
honoui of the occasion ; anyhow, plentifully seasoned as 
it was with the sauce of hungei, it seemed as excellent a 
dish as could possibly be set befoie a tiavellei 

The little town of Stietensk piesented a pietty and a 
peculiaily welcome sight as we appioached it on the follow- 
ing morning. Its population scaicely entitles it to lank 
as anything moie than a village, even among the spaisely 
inhabited townships of Eastern Sibena , but, being built on 
the pattern of a mathematical hne along the light bank of 
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the Slnlka, it piesents horn tlie uvei the appeal ance of 
quite a laige and thiivmg city It denves its nnpoitance 
fiom the fact that it is situated at the utmost limit of steam 
navigation on the gieat cential wateiway of Asia Fiom 
heie dunng the summei the little steameis stait which 
make then way to the Pacific coast at Nikolaevsk Had 
we chosen the summei foi oui journey, we should only 
now have commenced oui expenence of the gieat postmg 
system of Sibena, instead of having accomplished nearly 
half oui postmg journey 

As a poit of navigation, Stietensk natuially boasts an 
hotel, wheie we weie able to obtain a 100 m foi oui buef 
stay It measuied some twelve feet squaie, and of this 
limited space scaicely less than a quaitei was occupied by 
the gieat buck stove The fuimtuie consisted of a smgle 
nanow wooden bench, intended foi a bedstead , two chans, 
two pieces of chintz attached to the window-fiames with 
twine, and a low of hatpegs 

Bough as this accommodation was, howevei, we levelled 
m the unwonted luxury of an undistuibed night’s lepose 
between the foui walls of a well- wanned loom For 
sledging day and night, obtaining only snatches of sleep in 
the open an of fiosty nights, howevei novel and exlnlaia- 
ting an expenence, tends aftei a time to become somewhat 
monotonous and fatiguing, even when the couise winds 
along the smooth ice of a magnificent nvei The cold, 
too, had now leached its greatest intensity A spint 
theimometei exposed in the town on the previous night 
had legisteied 42° Reaumui of fiost, equal to — 62£° 
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Ealnenheit, 01 94-1 dcgicos of fiost, andtlieie is no leason 
to doubt that on the uvei whoie we had spent the night 
the cold had been no less seveie than ni the town. 

We allowed oui selves foui-and-lwenty horns to exploie 
the town and lecruit our encigies , and our buef stay was 
made pleasant to us by the discovoiy of a fnend 111 Mi 
Timm, a Geiman meicliant to whom we biought a note of 
mtioduction fiom a fnend 111 Vladivostok. We weie un- 
expectedly cheeied, too, by the sound of our own language, 
foi, having sallied foith in seaicli of the tclcgiaph station, 
we noticed an official with flashes of foikcd lightning 
lepiesented on his silveied buttons, and, lightly judging 
him to be a telegiaplnst, wo mquned oui way 111 the best 
Russian we could command, and weie suipnsed at leceiv- 
mg an answei 111 the English language. The Stietensk 
telegiaph office pioved to be a tianBmittmg station, and as 
such it necessanly had attached to it an English-speaking 
cleik The opeiatois weie haid at woik in the office when 
we enteied, and my companion, who could leadily gathei 
the meaning of the messages by listening to the clicking 
of the mstiument, obtained some unpoitant news which 
w T as passing along the wme to an English meichant in 
Japan Piofessional etiquette pievented him fiom lmpait- 
mg the new T s to me , but the incident enlightened us as 
to the ease wntli which anyone familial with the Moise 
alphabet might tap the wmes in Sibena weie it w r oitli his 
while. 

The stieets of Stietensk offeied little to attiact the eye 
beyond the one gieat wooden chuich with its customaiy 
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pointed dome and numeious ciosses with then tuple 
hansvei.se beams , but the numeious Teutonic names which 
could be distinguished tluough the Russian chaiacteis o\ er 
the windows of the shops showed how r fai inland the 
Geiman influence had extended Soon aftei noon on the 
day succeedmg oui amval we lepacked 0111 sledge and 
staited oft* once moie, having leplemshed oui stock of 
piousions with a supply of two noted Russian delicacies, 
boish and pilmCma Boish is a cunously flavouied species 
of thick soup, and pilmemes aie little meat patties of about 
the diametei of a halfpenny 01 a penny, which, when 
fiozen, may be 1 educed to an edible condition bj meiely 
being tbiown into hot soup 01 boiling watei The boish 
was bi ought to us m the foim of a single lump of muddy- 
lookiug ice which had the appeal ance of having been set 
out to fieeze in a bucket We hod subsequenth to 1 educe 
it to a more manageable condition by chopping it to pieces 
with an a\e When thawed and boiled the boish pioved 
nouiislnng and filling, but theie was a ceitam twangmess 
of flat oui that was not altogethei agreeable, and the 
pilmeiues pioved both dough} and insipid Often did 
we legietfully lemembei the bag of excellent pi ovisions 
(now emptied of all but a lemnant of the joint of beef, 
which we earned with us as a lelic to Tiumen) with which 
we had been pi ovule d by oui fuends at Biagoi estchensk 


N 
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CHAPTER XI 

STRETENSIC ’10 VERKHNE TJDINSK 

The shallow Slulka — An infantile jomslnk — In a snowduft — A no\el 
‘ equipage ’ — Neichmsk — A millionaire’s palace — CInta — A snou less 
ti act— Siberian flies — Taiantas travelling — A comict tram — An 
attack on the post — Double lnuulei and robbeij — The Yablonoi 
Mountains — Oui sledge ngnm — The shrine on the mountains — A 
smash — Tho land of the Buiiats — The tainntas once more — A long 
cold ride — Thiough the woods — Tho Uda Bnci — Yerkline Udmsk 

A spin of sixty miles up the Slulka brought us to Neiclnnsk, 
the ancient capital of the Tians-Baikal Piovmce In 
summei the shallow mg of the wateis compels the tiavellei 
westwaid-bouncl to take to the load at Stietensk , but 
theie is m wintei quite sufficient water to foim a smooth 
ice load, and up this we sledged Paities of tiavellei s weie 
fiequently met, foi theie is a pietty constant stieam of 
tiaffic between Neiclnnsk and Stietensk, and w r e had been 
advised that the difficulty of obtaining post-hoi ses heie 
w’ould be so gieat that it would be to oui advantage to make 
a baigam with some pnvate hoise-ownei in Stietensk to 
tiansport us fiom one town to the othei Sibena has, how- 
ever, to some slight extent, moved foiwaicl with the times 
Except m the Amui Piovmce and the Littoial, the postmg 
service has been impioved wheievei the tiaffic has mci eased. 
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With the exception of one delay of half a dozen hours, the 
only difficulty with hoises which we expenenced on the 
load to Neichinsk was when we obtained the services of a 
duvei ovei whose head scaice twelve exceedingly shoit 
summeis had passed 

The Sibenan system of harnessing is one which neces- 
sitates fiequent descents from the box-seat to remedy 
defects Oui little duvei was so small that aftei each 
of his penodical descents foi this purpose he expenenced 
the gieatest possible difficulty m climbing back into his 
seat, and his tioubles weie enhanced by the fact that 
Sibenan hoises raiely wait till the yemslnk is on the box 
befoie they gallop off In the couise of one of the boy’s 
oft-iecumng stiuggles to leseat himself, the hoises sweived 
off the load and plunged into a deep bank of dufted snow, 
from which, without assistance, extucation pioved quite 
impossible Fortunately we weie neai the end of the stage 
A walk of a few hundied yaids bi ought us to a post- 
station, and heie we quietly dined while waitmg till the 
sledge and its contents weie m some mannei dragged out 
and bi ought m safety to the station dooi. 

At one station we noticed a novelty m the way of 
* equipages,’ as the Eussians call all passengei vehicles It 
was a laige vashok or inclosed sledge through the loof of 
which an iron chimney piojected Its ownei, who was 
tiavelhng with his wife, was evidently a man of some im- 
portance, foi seivants followed behind him m a sledge open 
in front like our own But we did not feel in the least 
inclined to envy him his stove The atmosphere inside 
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that tight-closed box with its fiieplace can scaicely have 
compaied favouiably with the cleai biacmg ail, howeier 
cold, outside But its ownei compelled our respect, for 
he was the fiist Sibenan w'ho had j r et lefused a petit teiic 
of cognac fiom oui flask. His account of the load befoie 
us was anythmg but cheeiful The ways beyond Chita 
weie, he told us, veiy lough and quite devoid of snow , and 
the tianspoit of oui sledge would piove no easy mattei 
Eaily next morning we turned shaip lound to the light 
up the Neicha, a noithein tnbutaiy of the Slnlka, and 
soon came in sight of the impoitant town of Nerchinsk 
sti etching away on its left bank 

Nerchinsk, founded m 1658, some twentj' 3’eais befoie 
Cheimgovski set up his camp at Albazm, is ono of the oldest 
Russian towns in the whole of Eastern Sibena Like Albazm, 
howevei, though m a less degree, its glones have to a gieat 
extent depai ted The seat of government of the pi oi nice has 
been tiansfened to Chita, and its wooden houses, albeit of 
a moie pietentious style than any which the westw aid- 
hound tiaveller will have seen, hare an aspect of decay 
about them Neichmsk, howevei, still boasts one gieat 
gloiy, the palace of M Bootin, the milhonaue and philan- 
thropist of Sibena, the owmei of gold mmes who piesses 
nuggets upon his usitois as paitmg gifts I did not visit 
M Bootm, but a notice of Neichmsk, howevei buef, which 
did not contain an account of his famous mansion, would 
bp like the pioveibial play with the title-iole omitted 

M Edmond Cotteau, who visited M Bootm in the 
surnmei of 1881, descubes his mansion as * a magnificent 
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dwelling, a lemmiscence of M Bootin s travels, mto which 
he has put something of eveiy style The architecture is 
bizane, and of questionable taste The extenoi view shows 
only battlemented walls pieiced with Gothic windows, 
Renaissance poitals, Byzantine fagades flanked with Aiab 
toweis, the whole, in white stone, piesentmg the appear- 
ance of some fany foi tress Nevertheless the ensemble is 
majestic This enoimous mass, using on one side of a vast, 
baie and deserted space, and dominating m all its pride 
the pool constructions of wood which sunound it, is of a 
leally lmposuig effect The interim is not less smgulai 
It contains a sumptuous dwelling-house, magnificent salons, 
a theatie, a printing-office, shops, offices, magazmes, and 
warehouses of meichandise, and lastly a last hbiaiy and 
collections of every kmd A beautiful gaiden, adorned 
with statuary and peifectly kept, with fountains, artificial 
giottoes, a labyiinth, conservatories, masses of floweis and 
shiubs, all show what can be done m this countiy by a man 
intelligent and rich A paitene has been leseived foi the 
cultuie of flowers which glow natuiallyin the neiglibouiing 
fields, and this is not the least lesplendent It is the 
only garden woithy of the name which I saw m Sibena ’ 
Staying at Nerchinsk only long enough to change our 
tiled horses, we redescended the Neicha Rivei to its junction 
with the Ingoda, and, ascending the lattei stieam, scudded 
along a tlmty-mile stage at a latthng gallop It was the 
longest stage we had yet encounteied , but with good horses 
and a capital yemslnk we succeeded m coveimg the distance 
in a trifle ovei thiee houis, a time which had sometimes 
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been exceeded on a stage of scaicely moie than half the 
length Once an obstiuctiou on the load ncaily ovei tinned 
the sledge, but the outngger sai ed us The dm ci was 
tin own completely off the box , but he Kept a tight hand 
on the reins, and, though the lioises scaicely lelaxed then 
gallop, he managed, encumbeied as he was with fuis, to 
legam his seat and continue the journey without even 
stopping to shake himself together. 

Oiu mei tiavelling was now* lapidly thawing to an end. 
Foi moie than two thousand miles we had been sledging 
almost continuously along the Amin 01 its tnbutanes , but 
fiom Chita onwrauls oiu coui sc was to be oier loads which 
within the memoiy of man can suicly hate nevei been sub- 
jected to any species of lepau Noi was this the woist of 
oui difficulties. Foi some 1 cason, unexplained so fai as I 
can asceitam by meteorologists, all snow-clouds leligiously 
avoid the town of Chita and its vicinity , consequently it is 
almost always necessaiy foi the tiaiellei to here discaid Ins 
sledge and lesign himself to the discoinfoits of taiantas 
tiavelling. As we neaied Chita we ascci tamed moie 
cleaily at eveiy step that weweienotto escape the common 
fate The fallen snow giew tlnnnei and thmnei till the hills 
about the uvei w r eie almost baie , and at eveiy post-station 
as w T e ascended the bank, oui lunneis giated painfully over 
sand and stone 

It was long past midnight on the thud day of our 
journey fiom Stietensk when we amved at the capital of 
the Tians-Baikal Piovmce The post-station of Chita was 
away m the centie of the town, fai fiom the edge of the 
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nvei , and the task of dragging the heavy sledge along the 
snowless stieets pioved so seveie a stiam upon oui tired 
hoises that humanity compelled us to ahght and, ti amp 
The lest of the mght was occupied in piepaiations for 
the alteied conditions under which we weie now to travel 
Aftei much bargammg the station-mastei undertook to 
piovide us with three extia hoises to diag oui empty sledge 
some thirty miles ovei the snowless tiact , and a large 
heavy taiantas, with a hood to piotect us fiom the wind, 
was biought forth and loaded with oui baggage 

Long befoie oui piepaiations weie completed, the day 
dawned, and clouds of blue smoke began to ascend horn 
eveiy chimney m the town Twice a day in all Siberian 
towns and villages this cunous sight is to be witnessed , 
but it is piettiest m the losy hues of dawn Almost simul- 
taneously from every chimney the wieaths of pale blue 
smoke fiom the wood flies begin to cuil upwaid , then 
giadually they die away, and till the appioacli of evening 
the an lemains peifectly cleai For somewhere about 
dawn and dusk are the houis of stoking Piles of huge 
wood-logs are then heaped up m the vast stoves and filed. 
"When they have ceased to smoke the chimney is closed, 
vent-holes leading into the 100ms aie opened, and the an 
heated by passmg ovei the mass of glowmg embers within 
the stove is allowed to enter heely mto the house Be- 
tween these two penods of the day the stoves aie seldom 
replenished, and the traveller who ai lives at a post-station 
when the flies are low often finds it extiemely difficult to 
obtam a meal 
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Thiee liouis latci we weie once moie undei w ay, seated 
on the top of oui baggage and latthng mataiantas tlnough 
the bioad sheets of Clnta The town was almost a fac- 
simile of those tlnougli which we had passed faithei east, 
though a slightly bettei finish and a little moie ornamenta- 
tion about the fionts of the houses maiked oui advance 
towaids civilisation. Oui levolveis wcie within easy leach 
on oui waist-belts, foi the station-mastei of Chita had 
warned us with a scaled face that highwaymen weie alnoad, 
a muideious attack having been made on the post a few 
liouis befoic. 

Soon aftei leaving the town we met a small paity of 
convicts, among whom weie two women, tiudgmg along 
undei the escoit of two soldieis with fixed bayonets Sub- 
sequently we met some twooi thiee laigei bodies of convicts 
tiavelhng eastwaids undei guaid of consideiable numbeis 
of soldieis, and once 01 twice m the eaily mornings we saw 
them tioopmg out m shoals fiom the etapes 01 tempoiaiy 
pusons set up as lestmg-places foi them on then journey 
They always appealed waimly clothed, and they weie 
geneially accompanied by a few lough sledges m which the 
sick and weakly lode Miseiable as was then condition, 
and dieadful doubtless as was the piospect befoic them, 
they yet found spmt to join then voices m singing as they 
maiclied along 

Ai lived at the fiist station a scene of intense excitement 
lemmcled us of the W'ainmg we had leceived at Clnta 
Within the house a civil officer diessed m the umfoim of a 
police mastei was engaged in earnest conveisation with a 
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numbei of villageis, among whom was one whose long 
black cloak and hail falling to below the shouldeis pio- 
elaimed him a pnest of the national lehgion Outside, 
men on hoiseback weie lushing to and fio, and an excited 
ciowd had gatheied to see what was going foiwaid P10- 
ceedmg in another taiantas we soon made a wide detour to 
avoid a spot upon the load where two dead hoises weie 
lying, and subsequently we gatheied bit by bit the details 
of the occunence which had caused this unusual excitement 
On the pievious day, as two taiantases conveying the 
mails weie passmg along the load undei guaid of two 
yemshiks and a postman, two men with masked faces, 
splendidly mounted, galloped up and filed at the post- 
hoi ses, killing two of them, and thus bunging the waggons 
to a stand Among the mail-bags was one containing a 
quantity of law gold fiom the Sibenan mmps, to the value, 
we weie told, of many thousands of loubles One of the 
luffians accosted the postman, and pointing a levolvei at 
his head demanded this bag The postman, being also 
aimed, diew his own levolvei and snapped it at his 
assailant, but without effect, as the staking point of the 
hammei had been at some pievious penod caiefully filed 
down by an accomplice of the lobbeis The othei masked 
man then called out to his companion, ‘What aie you 
talkmg to him foi ? Shoot him,’ and the postman was at 
once shot dead A yemshik was also shot, but whethei he 
was lulled outright 01 only wounded we did not cleaily 
ascei tarn The lObbeis then seized the mail-bags containing 
the gold and made off with it The whole outiage had been 
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bo caiefully planned, and showed so intimate a knowledge 
of the facts connected with the tianspoil of the gold, that 
suspicion at once fell upon the post-office officials, one of 
wdiom, a Jew, was aiiested on suspicion of complicity, but 
up to the time we left likutsk the actual assassins had not 
been aiiested, though a coidon of soldieis was diawn lound 
the distuct foi the piupose of preientmg then escape. 

Befoie nightfall we had aimed at a Milage at the foot 
of the little lange of lulls known as the Yablonoi Mountains, 
and heie we found oui sledge waiting foi us beside the 
station dooi The staiosta, as was often the case, was 
lepiesented by a small boy, who insisted that it was im- 
possible foi us to pioceed in oui sledge , and finally after 
some waanglmg we agieed to put up for the night and 
await the station-mastei’s letuin The motion of a sledge 
is luuny compaied with the jolting of a epungless waggon 
ovei lough, frozen loads; and we felt quite giateful foi a 
little difficulty m the way of oui pioceedmg which afioided 
us a reasonable excuse foi takmg a night’s lest stietched 
out on the post-station flooi with oui knapsacks of money 
undei our heads, oui baggage lying aiound us, and, mind- 
ful of the Chita station-mastei’s warning, oui loaded 
revolvers at hand In the middle of the night I was dis- 
tuibed by a noise, and on opening one eye I found that 
it was caused by the entiance of tw T o tiavelleis, but, as 
theie was nothing particulaily bloodthnsty about their 
appeal ance, I added my snoies to those of my companion 
and left oui woildly goods at then meicy 

Though most Sibenan tiavelleis go aimed against 
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lobbeis on the load, thefts at the post-stations must be 
compaiatively raie, judging by the leckless mannei in 
which passengeis leave then piopeity lying loose aiound 
them while they sleep At one station in the midst of a 
big town a man lay sleeping on a couch in the guest-ioom 
mto which we weie usheied, with his watch and chain and 
a number of othei small articles lying on a table neai him. 
Open bags weie stiewn all over the guest-iooin flooi, and 
although theie weie two of his fellow-passengeis in the 
100m they too were fast asleep, and had a thief enteied the 
station he would have had no difficulty in pocketing an 
amount of ‘ swag ’ which would have kept him in affluence 
foi a week 01 two 

The next morning oui difficulty with the station-master 
was easily smoothed by a httle extra payment, and we weie 
soon once moie comfoitably ensconced m the old sledge and 
winding slowly up the hillside The layei of snow was 
still so thin that the tiaffic on the highway had left the 
sandy road quite bale, and foi the most pait we made our 
way thiough nanow, winding by-paths cut thiough the 
thick wood The summit of the pass ovei the httle moun- 
tain lange — the highest pomt of land ve touched dm mg 
our whole sledge journey — was maiked by a small shiine, 
in front of which the yemslnk descended and lehgiously 
crossed himself befoie pioceedmg 

Just aftei we had left the mountains behind, we were 
delayed once moie by one of the many annoying accidents 
which tiy the patience of Siberian tiavelleis Halfway 
between two stations the band of non underlying one of the 



1 88 STRETLNSK TO VERMIN E UDINSK 

lunneis bioke in two and cuilcd up m a bunch beneath the 
sledge. We dismounted, and the jeinslnk, with the assist- 
ance of a peasant who was passing with a caiavan of hay 
sledges, piopped up oui sledge and toie off the non with 
Ins axe At the next village it was quickly welded togethei 
and leplaced by a Bunat blacksmith. 

Foi we weie now m the midst of the Bunat countiy 
Oui 3 emslnks, and many even of the station-masteis, weie 
membeis of that daik-skmned Mongol race Foi the most 
pait the Bunats of Sibena ha%e now become piettj 
thoioughly Bussiamsed Then old tent-like dwellings, 
with a hole m the loof foi the smoke to escape by, aie 
but laiely seen, the Paissian log-houses liaung taken then 
places, and even then diess is scaicely distinguishable 
fiom that of then Sclavonic fellow -subjects. 

At the -ullage of Pogiommsk next morning we weie 
offeied an unaccustomed luxiuy in the shape of eggs 
They had appaiently been cooked and then fiozen, and 
the piocess of thawing had not been veiy peifectly accom- 
plished They weie sened up m a dish of cold watei, and 
altogethei theie was little about then flaioui to lemmd 
us of the English new-laid egg 01 the lay of the noble bud 
of Shanghai, but with appetites whetted by the biacmg 
fiosty an we disposed of a goodly nunibei, and packed away 
a fuithei stock foi futuie use As we pioceeded, the snow T 
undei the sledge giadually thinned once moie, and a few 
miles farthei on we had agam to take to the taiantas 

Although it wanted yet an houi 01 two of midday 
when w’e auived at the station wdieie the change was to 
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be made, a family lejoicmg apjieaied to be at its height, 
and the vodka had evidently been ciiculating fieely We 
leceived a coidial invitation horn the lady of the house, 
who was by no means the least elated of the paity, to join 
m the festivity. But we resisted all hei blandishments, 
and succeeded at length m stiikmg a bargain by which our 
sledge should be diagged empty foi two stages, while we 
pioceeded by taiantas 

Having packed om luggage in the little hooded waggon, . 
and with difficulty stietched ourselves out upon oui tiaps, 
we composed oui selves to beai with as much patience as 
possible the diseomfoits of taiantas ti availing Though 
the theimometei had lisen peihaps twenty degiees since 
■we left Stietensli, a keen wind blowing stiaigbt m our 
teeth, and pieicmg the ciazy hood which was oui only pio- 
tection against it, caused ns, almost foi the fiist tune, to 
leahse thoioughly the ngoui of a Sibenan wmtei Cramped 
in the comfoitless vehicle, lattlmg and bumping ovei a 
haul lougb load foi weaiyboui aftei houi, with the dieaiy 
piospect of unpacking and lepackmg oui baggage at each 
station, we, not quite foi the fiist time, felt just a shadow 
of an inclination to legiet the infatuation which had in- 
duced us to piefei this mode of tiavelhng home to the 
comfoits and luvuiies of a mail-steamei 

At length, howevei, oui miseries weie at an end At 
midnight we amved at the little village of Omnsk, soothed 
by the comfoitmg leflection that snow and ice would never 
again fail us till we leached the laud of 1 ail ways Since 
oui bieakfast of eggs m the morning, fifteen horns befoie, 
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oui onl3 r lefieshment had been a glass of milk and a slice 
of black biead , but a pan of rabcliichs weie soon thawed 
and bi ought m smoking hot, and m little more than an 
horn we weie once moie m oiu sledge 

Oui load now lay thiough a beautiful countiy, cutting 
fiequently thiough extensive foiests of pmes and sihei 

bn dies, looking exceedingly beautiful 
m then wmtei coats of snow and 
hoai-fiost Since leaving the liver 
at Clnta we had once moie had 
the veist- posts with us, the cunous 
poles painted in bioad diagonal 
bands of white and black — the sign- 
manual of the Russian Government 
— and seivmg the pm pose of mile- 
stones, maikmg the distances to the 
neaiest station in eithei diiection 
At the stations, too, the posts would 
sometimes tell the distances to nn- 
poitant towns — to Iikutsk or to 
Peteisbuig, and though theie was something lathei appal- 
ling m the staling announcement that we were some eight 
thousand veists from oui goal, theie w as a satisfaction also m 
liotmg the impiession we had alieady made upon the figuies 
At the little towui of Kooibmskawe once moie took to 
liver tiavelhng, gliding ovei the winding eouise of fiheUda, 
a little tubutaiy of the Selenga, which m its turn falls into 
the Baikal Sea The Uda had evidently succumbed to the 
host at a penod antenoi to the most lecent fall of snow 
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Not a speck of white distuibed the glassy smoothness of its 
suiface, and so cleai had been the watei that one could 
follow the numeious ciacks and flaws m the ice downwaids 
foi seveial feet The hoises seemed scaicely to feel the 
sledge behind them as they galloped, and though the official 
posting load cut acioss the hanks to avoid the windings of 
the uvei, the jeinshiks piefened to add seveial miles un- 
paid foi to then journey in oidei to obtain the advantage of 
the smooth ice couise At last, at midnight on the 21st, 
six days aftei staitmgfiom Stietensk, we completed a stage 
of thnty-tvo miles — the longest we had yet accomphshed 
without changing hoises — diew up at the post-station at 
'Yeikhne TJdmsk, and put into dock foi lepans 
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CHAPTER XII 

across Tnn baiiul to Irkutsk 

Yeikhne Udinsk — Tho Kinkhta iond — Mnnnnichm and TJrgn — Yn 
infant starosta — A da^ of rest — House sparrows — Tho starosta m 
tioublc — The Selenga — Fioigbt caiaians — Pitfalls — Xeaung tho 
Baikal — Kabansk — \ littlo Siberian tia\ oiler — Mislnkhinsk — 0\ci 
the Baikal— Icj caies — Ominous fissmcs— The \ucck of a post sta- 
tion — Jlock suns — List\ michnaya — A wilderness of fi eight sledges 
— The customs station— A two liouts’ block — An unappetising 
suppei — Bough tiniolhng — Aglonous sum lse— English liteiatuie 
m Siberia— Iikutsk 

Yerkhne, 01 Uppei, Udinsk, is the second town of the Tians- 
Baikal Piovmce, its population being slightly m excess of 
that of Neichmsk, though scaicely naoie than a thud of the 
12,000 which Cluta, the capital, boasts Theie aic just a 
few stone-built houses m its pnneipal stieet, and the 
numheis of Chinese and Bunats who thiong its maiket- 
place give it an appeal ance moie Onental than that of any 
other impoitant town thioughout Sihena Eoi heie we aie 
at the junction of the two gieat highways of Noithein Asia 
Southwaid sti etches the load to Kiakhta, Maimaichm, 
Uiga, the Mongolian capital, and Pelcmg, the metiopohs of 
Chma Kialdita, the gieat fiontiei mait of Sioena, is just 
ovei a hundied miles fiom Veikhne Uchnsk, and opposite it 
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on the Chinese side of the boundary line stands Marmaichin, 
the mournful town where by Chmese law no woman is 
allowed to hve Meicliants may exile themselves for love 
of gam 01 with a patnotic desire to extend the commerce of 
then countiy, but they may not have their wives and chil- 
dien with them Another hundred miles and more beyond 
Kiakhta is the Mongolian capital, Uiga, where one may 
have the satisfaction of gazing upon a living, breathing 
god — the Supieme Lama 01 incarnate Buddha of the 
Mongols’ worship 

When staitmg fiom "Vladivostok we had piomised our- 
selves the pleasuie of a meeting with this divinity , hut by 
the time we had anived at Veikhne Udinsk we had come to 
the conclusion that a winter trip across Siberia was a quite 
sufficient undei taking m itself without superadding excui- 
sions into countnes of whose resources we could learn but 
httle The gieat Sibenan postal system stops, of coruse, 
at Kiakhta, and beyond theie we should have been at the 
mercy of the Mongols, with an unceitamty of obtaining 
hoises 01 camels or places to lest m when we lequired 
them We theiefoie gave up the tup, mteiestmg as a 
glimpse of the Holy City would have been We could, how- 
evei, to some extent compensate ourselves for the loss of the 
mteiestmg sights that we had surrendered by reflecting on 
the descuption given of the city by the Rev James Gilmour 
of the London Mission * Uiga,’ Mi Gilmour tells us, ‘ is 
the headquarters of the Buddhism of North Mongoha , it is 
also a stronghold of unblushing sin Its wickedness does not 
spiing from any one souice, hut the full tide of the stream 


o 
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of iniquity that lolls thiough it is fed by seveial tubutanes 
which uniting make up the daili flood of its evil. Thus it 
happens that the encampment of the Supieme Lama of 
Mongolia is leputed to be the most wicked place m the 
whole of that wide countiy.’ 

On oui amval at the Veilchne Udmsk station its only 
occupants weie foui 01 five little birds and a boy of twelve 
or thereabouts, who, in lesponse to oui demand to see the 
staiosta,ieplied like a little qiand moncnquc, ‘The staiosta 1 
I am the staiosta ’ We felt dubious, but entiusted hun 
with a commission to find a blacksmith to lepan oui bioken 
sledge We weie detained some sixteen horns foi lejmns , 
and I sonowfully confess that instead of cmplojung the 
time ni exploimg the interesting town at wdiicli we had amved 
we yielded to tned natuie and spent the houis leclinmg in 
the guest-ioom at the post-station, sleeping 01 leadmg 
Enghsh novels fiom the little hbiaiy we earned with us, 
and watching oui fellow-occupants the spanow’s, who seemed 
not m the least disconceited by oui piesence 

At eight in the eienmg the sledge, with two stiong new' 
non mnneis, stood harnessed at the dooi, and was soon 
repacked Oui young staiosta had meanwhile somewhat 
impaued his dignity by allow'ing himself to be caught 
Lightening his httle sistei wuth oui fiie-aims and t um bl in g 
downstaus with oui baggage , and when he finally inter- 
rupted his duties to fight auothei httle boy m the post- 
station yaid, we set him down as a Laud Howevei, oui 
amval and depaituie w'eie appaiently duly noted in the 
books oui nodoiozhnayawasietuinedto us, and befoie nine 
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o’clock we weie caieenng along a louglilymade load cut 
high up in the steep southern hank of the Selenga Rivei 
A new souice of tiouble and difficulty was now opened 
to us We had enteied upon the gieat tea load of Russia 
The subjects of the Tsai aie, as everybody knows, among 
the gieatest tea-dunkeis m the woild, almost rivalling the 
Chinese themselves m their love of the beveiage Every 
yeai many millions of pounds of tea are bi ought oveiland 
from China by way of Kiakhta, the bulk of it coming m 
wmtei in caiavans of sledges to Tomsk, wheie it awaits the 
opening of navigation to be conveyed by Bteamei and lail- 
way to the Moscow maiket Fiom the time we left Yeikhne 
Udmsk till we amved at Tomsk, never a day passed that 
we did not oveitake seveial of these caravans, numbeung 
fiomthnty 01 foity to upwaids of two bundled sledges, each 
diawn by a single hoise, and laden with tea chests sewn up 
m law hide In the opposite (Election, too, come similai 
caiavans laden with Euiopean and Sibenan meichandiBe 
of eveiy descuption The allowance of duveis is about one 
to eveiy ten 01 twelve sledges, and at night most of these 
duveis cuil up to sleep somewheie amid the meichandise 
m then sleighs and allow then beasts to meandei along the 
road at then own sweet will 

It- is a peculiarly intei esting sight to watch a senes of 
these caiavans winding along the load m fiont when the 
lay of the countiy enables the tiavellei to see fai ahead , 
and m the case of the eastwaid-bound caiavans one finds 
occupation in examining the meichandise which hes exposed 
m the sledges, and speculating upon the contents of chests 
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and packages which display no outlaid sign of thenatuie of 
the liches within But soon one finds that the annoyance 
and tiouble which these caiavans cause fai outbalance then 
pictuiesqueness 01 their mtcicst. In the middle of the night 
one is awoke fiorn sleep by the clashing of the sledge against 
one obstacle aftei another, and the yelling and cuismg of 
yemsliiks , and on looking out he finds himself m the midst 
of a ciowd of unguided sleighs which have stiayed all acioss 
the load, leaving no cleai passage. If he escapes without 
damage to his sledge 01 lnspeison he is foitunate, foi many 
of the postmg conveyances aie lather easily upset m spite of 
then guaidian outriggcis 

To add to our difficulties 111 this fiist stage fiom Yeikhne 
Udmsk, the nanow load high up 111 the steep cliff of the 
Selenga was full of deep pits, in which 0111 sledge half bulled 
itself, and fiom which it was with difficulty diagged. On 
oui right theie was in many places no palisade 01 piotec- 
tion of any land between us and the piecipitous descent to 
the uvei , and m one of oui numeious collisions we came 
peiilously neai duvmg the leading sledge of a caiavan, to- 
gethei with the hoise and attendant duvei, sheer down 
the bank on to the ice, a couple of hundied feet below 

Many continuous weeks of seveie fiost aie lequued to 
haiden the entne suiface of the Baikal Sea, and as a lule 
Januaiy is far advanced befoie the fiist sledge ciosses over 
its ‘unfathomable ’ wateis Accoidmgly as we neaied the 
gieat lake we anxiously inquned, of tiavelleis eastwaid 
bound, as to the course by which they had come At first 
then reply was always disappointing. The sea was not yet 
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safely fiozen, and they had been compelled to make the 
long cnciut of its southern shoies But at last, when we 
weie within one day’s journey of the sea, we learnt that, 
though the loute ovei the ice w r as not yet officially declaied 
open, one 01 two sledges had just ciossed m safety, so that 
though Government hoises could not be taken ovei, it was 
possible to procui e pnvate hoises foi the passage 

On the morning of Sunday, Januaiy 23, we bieakfasted 
at the httle village of Kabansk, a few miles fiom the bolder 
of the lake We found the guest-ioom m possession of a 
ciowd of httle boys and gills in then night-di esses — the 
family of the staiosta Foi the station-mastei m Sibena 
is, as a mle, as uchly endowed with childien as an Enghsh 
cui ate The youngsteis soon scuttled out at oui appioach, 
all except one veiy fat baby, who was so sociably inclined 
that we felt disposed to take him home as a specimen of the 
fauna of Sibena Soon aftei leaving the village, we emeiged 
horn a thickly wooded winding load into the open country, 
and sawspieading out befoie us the bioad expanse of ice 
coveimg the Baikal Sea, with the high hills on its western 
shoies looming up thiough the cleai an of a peifect Sibenan 
wintei’s day Foi many miles om couise lay southwards 
along the shoies of the lake, occasionally cutting acioss a 
bay upon the ice , the jagged masses which lay piled aiound 
us and the loughness of the pathway undei oui lunneis 
auguring badly foi oui shoit sea journey 

Night began to close m befoie we had arnved at ITishi- 
klunsk, our poit of depaituie acioss the sea, and as the 
dangeis of a night passage aie moie than even a Sibenan 
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yemslnk caies to biave, wo put up foi the night at the post- 
station of Misovska, wlieie wc fell 111 with a little family 
paity of tiavellcis, who put us consideiably out of conceit 
with oui whole cnteipusc. They consisted of a young 
Bussian mihtaiy ofiicei, Ins wife, and then child, bniely 
two months old Like ouisclvcs they jotuneyed in an open 
hooded sledge , and they weie bound to Khabaio\ka fiom 
the Sea of Azov, u hence they had staitcd some five months 
befoie It was a lesson to us If in futuie days wc felt in- 
clined to plume om selves upon the voyage no had made, all 
that would be needed to bung ouisclvcs to a fitting state of 
humility was to think of the child we met on the Baikal 
shoics, who had commenced the V03 age of Ins life 111 the 
midst of this long, snowy journey, and of the motliei, a 
pictty noman, not delicate-looking, but }ct of 110 cxtia- 
oidmary physique, who had biavcd the ngouis of such a 
jouinoy foi heisclf and liei unborn child. 

By ten o’clock next morning, wo had amved at Mislu- 
khinsk, and a baigam was soon stiuck, by which, foi ten 
loubles, we weie piovulcd with tluce hoises and a jemshik 
to take us acioss the sea Befoie staitmg the 3 emsink 
piovided himself with a stoiit pole, some six 01 eight feet 
long, winch he caiefulty sti apped to the back of the sledge 
leady foi futuie use 

Along the shoi e some exceedingly beautiful effects had been 
pioduced by the host In eaily wmtei a quantity of biokcn 
ice had collected on the edge of the sea, and the bieakeis, 
dashing on this ice, had foi mod a succession of beautiful 
miniatuie stalactite caves, fiom the loofs of which thousands 
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of long icicles hung glitteimg in the sunhght Occasionally 
the •winding course led ovei patches of very lough ice , but 
foi the most part the way was smooth enough, though 
natuially it did not present the glassy suiface of a snow- 
less quiet liver Heie and theie long ndges of jagged ice 
sti etched away high above the level of the lake but these 
weie insignificant compaied with the stupendous icy masses 
which we had seen piled up m ridges on the Khanka Lake, 
raised by the fierce winds to which the eastern coast of Asia 
is exposed 

Fiequently an ominous ciack could be seen winding 
along the ice right acioss oui path , and when these were 
of dangeious width the yemslnk would bring his horses to 
a stand, and arming himself with his pole would approach 
the edge of the fissuie and caiefully probe the newly formed 
ice within it On one occasion the lesult was so un- 
satisfactoiy that we had to make a long detour from the 
marked-out couise, in order to find a safe place to 
cross , and twice more the yemshik unharnessed one horse 
and fastened it behmd the sledge, so that m case of the 
leadeis bieaking thiough into the watei we should not be 
left without resouices by which to lecovei them 

It was a curious expenence to he back m oui sledge, 
watching these intei estmg peifoimances and listening to 
the moaning of the waves beneath the ice — a stiange, 
somewhat melancholy sound, which always makes itself 
heaid thiough the lattling of the sledge and the clatter of 
the hoises’ hoofs In the comparatively narrow part of 
the sea between Mishikhmsk and Listvimehnaya one never 
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loses sight of the lulls which slait the slioics of the lake, 
but when one is halfway acioss, the outlines of the hills 
aie sufficiently dun and distant to enable one to fully 
lealise that he is in the midst of a wide sea. To the noith- 
waid the ice sti etches away cleai to the horizon, while to 
the south the dim blue peaks of distant lulls can just be 
discerned appaiently closing it m. Foimeily, we were 
told, the ice loute lay moie to the noitli, wlieio the sea is 
bioadei, and a tempoiaiy halfway house was set up on 
the ice wlieie tia\ elleis could obtain refreshments But 
at the end of one wmtei a sudden thaw 7 was accompanied 
by a violent stoim, the house and its occupants disappeaied 
into the sea, and since then the ciossmg has been made in 
a single stage 

But though theie was no house of call, we diew up 
somewheie neai the spot wheie it should hare been, alighted 
fiom oui sledge, and sti oiled about in the snowless expanse 
of cleai ice, which glistened in the blight sunlight We 
had not yet had an oppoitunity of witnessing the gloiies of 
the auiora boieahs as seen m Noitliein Asia, noi weie 
we subsequently faioiued with this magnificent spectacle, 
but the mteiest of oui journey acioss the Baikal was 
enhanced by the sight of an atmosphenc wondei scaicely 
less intei estmg, if fai less beautiful, than the auioia. 
Eaily m the afternoon as the sun sank towaids the hoiizon 
it appealed to niaik the centie of tw r o immense concentnc 
cucles of light, the innei biilhantand theoutei compaiatively 
famt On either side of the sun, on the cneumfeience of 
the innei cncle, weie two blight mock suns, which seemed 
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alternately to increase in brilliancy and then grow dim 
The stiange appearance lasted till the sun sank neaily to 
the hoiizon, and our yemshik was evidently awe-stiuck by 
it, though whethei the phenomenon is of frequent occur- 
rence m this region we did not ascertain. 

We had been sledging foi a good four hours acioss 
the sea, when at length the little port of Listvimchnaya came 
in sight , and a few minutes later we glided past two little 
steamers fiozen up in. the ice and rattled up the bank into 
the one street of the town, stretching along the side of the 
hills which rise sheer from the shores of the sea Crossing 
the lake we had met and passed numeious long caravans of 
freight sledges winding along the loute marked out on 
either side by branches of trees stuck m the ice , but even 
these did not prepare us for the extraordinary . scene 
which buist upon us at the little port The street itself 
was thionged with freight sledges, three deep, but in such 
disordeily array that to clear the block seemed an almost 
impossible task Below, on the frozen sea, vast inclosm.es 
had been foimed by rough hurdles, and in these weie 
thousands of horses attached to similar sledges Some 
were tea caravans awaiting their turn to pass the customs 
barnei situated on the outskirts of the port , but by far 
the greater number were sledges laden with waies for sale 
at Yerkhne Udinsk fair 

With difficulty we made our way thiough the crowded 
street to the post-station, where we were stiongly advised 
to put up for the night. The road from here to Irkatsk 
was, we were told, exceedingly bad, and the enormous 
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amount of extia tiaffic caused by the appioaclnng Vciklmo 
TJdinsk fan would lendei tiavellmg in tbc now moonless 
nights almost amattei of impossibility. But wo detcimmed 
to push on to the next station, and wo weie soon slowly 
m akin g oui way up a steep lull amid fi eight sledges, till we 
weie bi ought to a stand by a bar thrown across the load 
at the customs station 

Out arnval thiew the whole customs staff into a state 
of open-mouthed astonishment. That two Englishmen, 
with only a mdimentaiy acquaintance with the Bussian 
language, should endeavour to make theii way across 
Noithom Asia m mid-w intei, with no Bpccial mission and 
simply fiom motives of cuiiosity and a spmt of advontuie, 
appealed to them almost mci edible. Two 01 tlnee of them 
weie able to speak a fow woids of French and Geiman, 
and by these we weie ovei whelmed with questions. 
* Wheie aie you ? ’ one of them suddenly asked, turning to 
my companion , and seeing wo weie puzzled at the ques- 
tion he lepeated, ‘Do you know wheie you aie?’ My 
companion opened a Bussian chait, and pointing to the 
position of Listvimchnaya leassuied his lnqiinei’s tioubled 
mind. ‘Oh, it is all light,’ he said to a fellow-officer, 
‘they know wheie they aie, ’ and aftei making a minute 
seaicli into oui baggage they couiteously wished us God- 
speed, and having lepacked oui sledge we slowly got once 
moie undei way. The only objects among oui baggage 
which seemed to aiouse then suspicions weie a package of 
safety matches, and a bottle of patent medicine ; but even 
these weie ultimately letuined to us without any demand 
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commotion, and found that se\eial of the tiavelleis weie 
piepaiing to stait Feaiful of bemg left without hoises 
we hastily lepaclced oui' sledge, and dio\e bicakfastless 
away, the last of a piocession of thiee sledges The leadei 
was a huge kachoika, 01 hoodless open sledge of lougli 
wood coieied with matting Heauty laden with a huge 
Russian family and then baggage, this clumsy vehicle con- 
stantly came to gnef m some deep hole m the villanous 
load, and moie than once a hoise was unharnessed from 
the second sledge to help it out of its difficulties It is, 
howevei, a lule of the load m the case of post-sledges that 
one shall not pass by anothoi which staited befoie it , and, 
although in some distucts the lule is disiegaided, heie it 
was so leligiously obseived that the entile piocession was 
delayed on the occasion of emy sepaiate mishap 

The same weaiy tale of stiuggles thiough the midst of 
endless height caiavans, collisions, deadlocks, and smashes 
continued, till at length, leaving the post-ioad, we made 
oui way thiough a nanow hack ni a dense wood Clash- 
ing ovei stumps of tiees, bumping agamst tall trunks, and 
sciapmg oui way thiough deep snow, tiavelling sometimes 
foi miles on one lunnei and an outuggei, the mode of 
piogiession w r as scaicely an impiovement on the load- 
tiavelhng, but at dawn the maivellous beauty of the 
scene thiough which we weie passing moie than com- 
pensated us foi the discomfoits of oui position It was 
one of the most splendid of the many goigeous suniises 
which we witnessed duiing oui long sledge journey. 
Emeigmg fiom the w r ood we came on an undulating 
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countiy moie spaisely clothed with pmes and silvei birches 
In the cleat morning an every minute twig of these 
delicately formed bnclies, thickly coveied with lioai-fiost, 
could he tiaced at an immense distance, while the snow 
lay m thick masses on the pines and fii tiees In the first 
rays of dawn, befoie the sun had appeared above the 
honzon, the whole broad view as we diove along a little 
ndge of hills piesented a vision of unbioken whiteness ; 
but as the splendouis of the sunnse spiead acioss the sky, 
bught changing hues of violet and lose-colour and gold 
chased each othei ovei the entne landscape, till it pre- 
sented the appearance of an etheieahsed fairy tiansfoima- 
tion scene hghted by colouied files, such as no theatrical 
managei has yet succeeded in pioducmg 

By nine o’clock we had ainved at Pationovsk, the last 
station befoie Iikutsk No horses weie obtainable till 
noon , but we spent the time pleasantly enough in endea- 
vouiing to cany on a hteiary conversation in Bussian with 
an intelligent Siberian mei chant, who, though unacquainted 
with any language but his own, appealed to be well veised 
by means of translations m the writings of the best Enghsh 
authois, including Adam Smith, John Stuait Mill, Charles 
Daiwm, Thackeiay, Byion, Scott, and Sbakespeaie Fiom 
Pationovsk onwards the load was bioad and well kept , and 
eaily in the afternoon of the 25th of January we enteied 
the 'Pans of Siberia ’ 
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CHAPTER XIII 

IRKUTSK TO TOMSK 

The Pans of Siberia — The great fire — Ivan Pacliaboff— A civilised 
hotel — A Siberian vapour-bath — A corduroj load — The caravan 
horse — A lost breakfast — Ttilnnovsk — Nizhni Udinsk — Siberian 
roads — Damages and 1 epair s — Sledge races — Krasnoj ai sk — Akindly 
Englishman — Western Sibenn — Atrainof convicts — Slecpingmen's 
souls— An unexpected visitor — The worst load on record — Tomsk 

The Pans of Sibena 1 Tlieie was nothing veiy stiikingly 
Parisian about the miles of loghouses tlnough which we 
passed in oui tatteied sledge bcfoie we leached the centie 
of Irkutsk The houses, it is tiue, weie comparatively 
sound and turn , the outei roofs did not show gieat gaping 
holes and lotting planks as did so many of the huts m the 
villages thiough which we had daily passed, and here and 
theie among them was a two oi thiee flooied residence, 
its eaves and window-frames elaborately ornamented with 
carving, and signs of civilisation m the shapes of blmds 
and cuitams discernible thiougli its double windows As 
we diew neai to the heait of the town, tokens of wealth 
and luxury giew moie numeious some of the houses weie 
quite imposing stiuctuies Still, all weie of wood, and we 
began to think the pictures which had been drawn for oui 
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edification by patnotic Siberians — for, stiange as it may 
appeal, such creatines do exist — must have been highly 
over-coloured Suddenly, howevei, we turned a comer and 
found ourselves m the midst of a scene of civilisation such 
as we had not witnessed since settmg foot on Russian boiI 
Lofty, well-built houses of brick and stone skirted the 
bioad road, and behind the plate-glass windows of fine 
Bhops were exposed goods of every kind, almost as rich and 
as diversified as one may see in any great city of Western 
Europe Sledges 
with beautiful 
well - groomed 
hoises andghttei- 
mg harness were 
galloping along 
the road, and 
ladies paced the 
sidewalks dressed 
in fuis of designs 
jvhich showed that 
Parisian fashions aie not neglected by the mantle-makeis 
of Iikutsk 

Soon we turned a coiner and pulled up m the eouityard 
of the Russian hotel It was a large, though not a very 
comfoi table 01 well-provided hostehy, but its accommo- 
dation was palatial compared with that to which we had 
foi weeks been accustomed, and though we subsequently 
discovered that Irkutsk boasts m the * Moscow ’ an hotel 
which would do httle disciedit to Pans 01 London, we did 
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not tiouble to shift 0111 quaiteis Oui couches wreie, it is 
tiue, unencuinheiecl with any otliei bed-clothing than a 
mg 01 two , hut sheets weie a comfoit wo had learned to 
do without, and as we had still some thousands of miles of 
the loughest tiavellmg bcfoic us, peihaps on the whole it 
was well not to eneivate oui selves with brumes 

Havmg once moie put oui sledge mto doclc foi lepans, 
and having tiansfoimed oui selves fiom the tiavel-stamed 
unkempt savages of the load into compaiatively civilised 
heings, we sallied foith fiom the hotel, hailed an izvoslitcliik, 
chose one of the dozen sledges which came scampeimg up 
to us fiom all dnections, and diove tlnough the town in 
seaich of Mi Biuentzen, a Danish gentleman in the seivice 
of the Bussian Telegiaphs, to whom we hi ought letteis 
of lecommendation, and under whose kindly guidance we 
subsequently inspected some of the aiclntectuial beauties 
and places of intei est in the town. 

Theie weie few if any easily lecogmsable tiaces to he 
seen of the gieat file which lavaged Iikutsk some seven 
years befoie oui visit, and fiom the effects of which it has 
by no means yet lecoveied In that fipe, wdncli bioke out 
on the 7th of July, 1879, 3,600 houses weie consumed, as 
well as ten chuiclies, five hazaais, the gieat meat maiket, 
and a host of public buildings. Of its thuty-foui thousand 
inhabitants, twenty thousand weie lendeied homeless, and 
the damage has been estimated at thiee million loubles. 
Di. Henry Lansdell was at that time engaged ujion his 
tiact and Bible distubutmg mission among the pusoneis, 
exiles, and peasants of Sibena; and good oi evil foitune 
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bi ought him to Iikutsk on the very eve of this gieat fire 
He had scaicely settled down m his hotel befoie he was 
compelled to move before the flames, and, having witnessed 
the conflagration feem start to finish, he has been able to 
place on lecoid a leliable account of it In the principal 
stieet still stands the little Byzantine chapel whose escape 
fiom the flames — very natuially to be accounted for by the 
fact that the suriounding houses were of buck — is still 
legal ded as a mnacle 

Fiom the broad liver Angara, on the light bank of 
which it stands, the city piesents a sinking appeaiance 
Like all Bussian and Sibenan towns of any size, it is 
lemaikably well provided with chinches, the spues and 
pomted domes of which, howevei ugly on a neai approach, 
rendei the distant view of the city pictuiesque and pleasing. 
Though the mean tempeiatuie of Iikutsk is below fieez- 
mg pomt, and at the time of our visit — m the last week of 
Januaiy — the theimometei legistered always from twenty 
to thnty degrees below zeio, the town stands on just about 
the same line of latitude as Birmingham It is situated at 
a bend of the Angara, wheie that liver is joined by a little 
tnbutary called the Usta Kofka, nearly opposite the mouth 
of anothei little tnbutary, the Irkut, from which the city 
takes its name It dates its origin from 1652, when a 
Cossack chief named Ivan Pachaboff erected a block-house 
at the junction of the Irkut and the Angaia Around 
PachabofPs wooden fort the fisheimen and merchants, for 
the sake of its pioteetion, laised their houses, and in thirty 
years the settlement had become of sufficient impoitance to 
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be dignified with the name of a town. In 1698 the inhabit- 
ants successfully lepulsed an attack by Buiiats, and a coat 
of aims was gi anted to the township. It became the seat of 
government of Eastern Sibena in 1783, in which year it 
was lavaged by a file neaily as disastrous as that of 1879 
The inhabitants do not seem to have taken the lesson of 
these temble files veiy sei musty to heait, foi although the 
mam stieet and two oi tlnee leading fiom it aie now built 
of biicks or stone, all the lest of the houses, with the 
exception of a few' wealthy mei chants’ losidences, have been 
rebuilt of wood Great files aie not the only visitations 
which the people of Iikutsk have to feai. The locality is 
also veiy subject to eaithquakes The town has now a 
population of some 40,000, of whom about two-thiids aie 
Baid to be Polish exiles or then descendants 

Iikutsk boasts a museum, a theatie, technical and 
militaiy schools and colleges, an institute foi the daughteis 
of noblemen, and a fiee school of arts founded by a lick 
meichant It has a very active Geographical Society, which 
legnlaity publishes its pioceedmgs ; and altogethei it is the 
intellectual centie of Siberia, owing its ascendency in this 
lespect peihaps to its laige admixtuie of Polish blood 
Citizens festively inclined lesoitin summei to a little public 
gaiden with a cafe amidst its tiees ; but at the time of our 
visit this centre of mild dissipation was of couise deseited 
At the Moscow Hotel, howevei, we found a goodly number 
of officers in unifoim and mei chants making meny and 
exeicising themselves at billiaids In the spacious and 
excellently appointed dming-ioom we weie served with an 
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admnable little diner a la caite, and m eveiy lespect we 
found that the piaises which had been bestowed upon the 
hotel weie thoroughly deserved 

One semi-public institution which we visited may pei- 
haps be woith a detailed desciiption — the Eussian bath- 
house It was only one of half a dozen 01 a dozen similai 
establishments in the Eastern Sibenan capital , but it was 
lecommended to us as decidedly the best of them Eveiy 
Sibenan town of any size, as well as eveiy Eussian town, has 
its pubhc vapoui -bath It consists generally of two sepai ate 
divisions — one embiacmg a general bath to which, foi a few 
kopeks apiece, a scoie 01 more of batheis may obtain admit- 
tance and steam themselves togethei, and the othei divided 
into sepai ate compartments in which, on payment of a con- 
siderably lnghei but still veiy modeiate fee, pnvacy maybe 
had My fiist expenence of the Eussian bath had been 
obtamed at Vladivostok This bath, which I visited with a 
Eussian friend, appealed to be well patiomsed, foi we weie 
kept waiting a considerable time m an almost unfurnished 
room amid quite a little ciowd of men and women before 
our turn came lound Then we weie shown into a gloomy 
little cell with lathei moie than a suspicion of gritmness 
about it, and only a veiy few degrees coolei than the bath 
itself I was glad to disauay myself as speedily as possible, 
and then entenngthebath itself, I found myself in a lathei 
laigei and hottei, but no less gloomy cell, in the centie of 
which was a brick stove, while on one side weie wooden 
benches using like steps to witbm a few feet of the ceiling, 
and on the otliei a lough land of lavatoiy, supphed with 



212 


IRKUTSK TO TOMSK 


laige wooden basins mto winch one could ladle hot 01 cold 
watei, the foimei fiom a huge leceptaclc upon the stove 
The an was alieady somewhat thick with steam, w r hich, 
lismg to the ceilmg, mci eased the tcmpeiatuie veiy pei- 
ceptibly foi each step one mounted of the ascending flight 
of benches , but to mcicase the effect my companion dashed 
a few bowls of w ? atei on the stove, and we weie at once 
enveloped m clouds of hot white lapoui Sti etching oiu- 
selves out on the benches, we leclmed at ease until we felt 
sufficiently boiled, and then,haung peifoimed for ouisehes 
the duties of the shampooei m a Tuilush bath, we completed 
the opeiation by r dashmg over each othei quantities of water 
of evei -descending degiees of tempeiatiue fiom the wooden 
bowls. The diessing-ioom had by this time got so hot, 
especially neai its low ceilmg, that we had to sit upon the 
giound while putting on our clothes, and even a lefieshing 
diaft of has — a pleasant, mild fermented be\eiage made 
from black biead — was not tlioioughly effectual m lestoiing 
us to oui noimal tempeiatuie 

The Iikutsk bath w T as of couise fai moie luxuiious than 
this, though even that fell far behind the Petersbuig or 
Moscow vapoui-bath, or a London * Tuik ’ At Iikutsk we 
weie usheied fiist into a spacious hall, at one end of which 
was a lefieshment bai, while tables heie and theie were 
well supplied with lllustiated and othei newspapeis published 
m the capital and pimcipal towns of Euiopean Eussia. The 
diessmg-iooms w r eie furnished with cushioned couches, over 
which white sheetB weie spiead, and in the bath itself, taps 
supplied with water, hot and cold, took the places of the 
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piimitive tubs and ladles of the Vladivostok bath But in 
all other respects the Irkutsk bath was veiy similai to that 
at the poit The vapoui-bath itself was scaicely hettei 
appointed or fieei from the aspect of dingmess and grime , 
and the diessmg-ioom was so mtensely hot that the luxury 
of lymg at one’s ease and slowly cooling down was not to be 
enjoyed, and consequently the bath could not be scientifi- 
cally finished off Howe's ei, I suffered no ill effects fiom the 
sudden change of temperature to the intense cold out of doois. 

Four days we spent in the capital, resting and sight- 
seeing, and then, at midday on Januaiy 29, we repacked 
oui lenovated sledge, ciossed the bioad nvei, and galloped 
away in the dnection of Krasnoyarsk, rattling along over a 
peifect coiduioy load — not manufactured artificially hke 
those of Amenca by tiansveise lows of tiee-trunks, but 
formed naturally by the hoofs of thousands upon thousands 
of freight-sledge horses Each hoise m each long caravan 
treads so closely in the footsteps of its leader that conti- 
nuous paiallel lines of deep tioughs are formed acioss the 
load from side to side, perfectly stiaight and equidistant , 
andthendges between these tioughs are so firmly solidified 
by the succession of heavy sledges passmg over them, that no 
American wood-pole road could by any possibility so veil 
deseive the name of 'coiduroy ’ 

Travelling now thiough a hilly and well-wooded country, 
we came at intervals upon httle towns picturesquely situated 
at the feet of steep cliffs, down which we somewhat perilously 
shd, feeling much the need of the grapnel-lfke brakes trail- 
ing behind and catchmg in the ice with which some of the 
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bettei class of pnvate sleclges weie piovidod. We lately 
had to climb, foi the countiy lieie foims a succession of 
tenaccs descending fioni east to w est, and the towns aie foi 
the most pait built undei the slieltci of the cliffs thus 
foimed. Almost eieiy houi we passed thiough some small 
Tillage, many of them even moie dilapidated than those of 
the eastern piovinccs The Sibenan Iog*liut is always built 
with double loofs as well as double window’s, and the outer 
roof, foimed of wooden planks, is fiequently allowed to fall 
into such a state of disiepan, that, to the uievpenenced eye, 
a village of the pooiei soit seems to contain no single house 
which could by any possibility be habitable m so seveie a 
climate. The houses too, especially in the piovmco of 
Iikutsk, lean m eveiy duection out of the peipendiculai, 
though whetliei this is due to faults of the buildeis or to 
the eaithqualces to which the locality is veiy subject, we did 
not asceitam. 

Daily we continued to meet and pass long caiavans of 
tea and keiosene and Western pioducc, and fiequently oui 
hoi ses, suddenly shying and swemng fiom the path with 
tenor m then eyes, would call oui attention to the stiff 
fiozen coipse of some pool Eosinante, with a flock of canion 
ciows hoveling aiound it The life of the caiavan hoise is 
anythmg but a happy one Day and night, day and night, 
sleeping and waking, he plods on wuth scaicely evei a lest. At 
the back of the sledge m fiont of him is a wooden bowl, into 
which the yemslnk occasionally tin ows some gi am 01 a httle 
snow with which the pooi beast can cool its paiched mouth, 
and when at length he falls exhausted, he is cut loose to die. 
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while one of his wretched fellows has to do double duty for 
a time Once we came up behind a caravan and passed a 
horse, from the yet unfrozen, raw, bleeding, steaming flesh 
of which the hide had just been lemoved entne , and it was 
impossible to repress a hoirible suspicion that the two men 
who were hurrying after the sledges with the skin had 
begun their bloody work before the animal was fairly dead, 
lest the quick-acting host should interfere with their 
labours 



Early in the mornmg of the second day aftei leaving 
Iikutsk we weie wakened by the sudden stoppmg of the 
sledge and the loud halloaing of our yemshik, and on 
looking aiound us a curious scene met our eyes The dawn 
was breaking, and we were m the midst of a wide plain, 
the tips of the straggly grass just visible above the snow 
Close in front of ns was a httle sledge, to which was lashed a 
laige ban el of keiosene Thiough some accident the sledge 
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had got tipped ovei on its side, and ui its stmggles to light 
itself the hoise had shaken the duga fiom its place and got 
one shaft between its logs. It had then yielded to its fate, 

and, with head hung 
clown, the only living 
thing in sight, it looked 
tho \ciy pictuie of de- 
solation In the dun 
morning light we could 
see no sign of the 
caiaian fiom the tanks 
of which it had fallen 
out, doubtless while the 
yemslnks weie asleep, 
but oui dm ei’s eyes 
weie, pciliaps, inoie 
accustomed to tho light 
than ouis To us his 
halloaing seemed a vain 
and pm poseless pio- 
cecchng, but it pioved 
othciwise,foi aftei some 
few minutes it was 
echoed by an answeiing 
shout, and a little latci 
a peasant came m sight, and with piofuse thanks took 
charge of the lost sledge and hoise 

Half an houi later we reached a gateway maikmg the 
boundary of a township, and the yemshik forfeited his 
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‘ na vodka ’ and earned a diessmg down by dnving us full 
pelt against a gate-post and smashing an outuggei into 
two At the next station the staiosta spliced the bioken 
pole with rope, and we proceeded with little delay but with 
tempeis scarcely sweetened F01 we had brought with us 
from Iikutsk some small cuied fish like little bloateis, and 
while we superintended the mendmg of the sledge, the 
starosta’s big dog had made off with our bieakfast as it 
was comfoitably giillmg at the guest-room stove It was 
specially annoying because it was laiely we weie favouied 
with so good a chance of exeicismg our culinary art, and 
the Siberian peasant cannot be persuaded by any manner 
of means that a smoked fish needs cooking Then to add 
to oui tioubles a fine laige ham that we elected to fall back 
upon proved to be fiozen so haul that nothing less than a 
choppei would make the smallest impiession on it, and 
nothing fit to eat could be obtained at the station 

But oui tioubles of this kind weie veiy nearly ended 
At many stations cabbage soup or other homely but 
appetismg fare was kept in readmess foi the coming 
traveller, and almost befoie we had time to doff oui furs 
it was brought smoking hot into the gnest-ioom Oui 
bag of frozen food still contained some remnants of the 
mighty joint of beef bestowed upon us by Mis Paulsen at 
Blagovestchensk some four 01 fi\e weeks befoie, as well as 
othei viands moie lecently procuied , but we seldom found 
it necessaiy to have lecouise to this At the villages white 
bread was, it is ti ue, still an unknown luxuiy but oui arrival 
at the post-station of a town of any size was the signal for the 
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appeal ance of half a dozen liaw'lceis beaimg tiays of 
biscuits, cake, and biead, fioni which we could, without 
difficulty, loplcmsli 0111 stole. Two days out fiom Iikutsk 
we leached the little town of Tulunovsk, and, evploimg 
the place while waiting foi our hoises, my national i anity 
was giatified by a token at a goneial shop that Butish 
manufactures had penetiated even lieie, foi hanging m 
the window was a fine specimen of colouied lithography 
announcing that Paisley tin cads could be obtained withm. 
Subsequently in Western Sibenawe came fiequently acioss 
similai adveitisemonts beaungtho names ofmoie than one 
film of Paisley manufactuieis, as well as otlieis explaining 
the vntues of the implements of husbandly impoited by the 
agents of the gioat agiicultuial maclimeiy manufactuieis 
of Bedfoid and Ipswich. 

At half-past seven on the mommg of Pebiuaiy 1 we 
leached the pi etty little tow n of Nizhni — oi Lowei — Udmsk, 
called after quite another Uda fiom that on which Veikhne, 
oi Upper, Udmsk stands The Western Uda is a tubutaiy 
of the gieat Yenisei, and thus its wateis find then way to 
Aictic legions , the Eastern falls into the Selenga, by fai 
the laigest of the uveis which feed the Baikal Sea. M. 
Edmond Cotteau, who passed thiougli Nizhni Udmsk in the 
eaily surnmei, tells us that the wateis of the Uda flowcleai 
and rapid ovei polished and lounded pebbles, which foim 
a maivellous natuial collection of specimens of giamte, 
porphyry, and maibles of all colouis , but at the time of 
oui buef visit these beauties weie, of couise, hidden by 
the ice 
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Bieak fast despatched, we lesumed oui journey without 
remaining to exploie the town The horses in this district 
weie laige and strong, and the yemshiks well eained then 
diink-money Tiavelling was fairly fast, despite the 
wretched condition of the loads Between Iikutsk and 
Tomsk, where piohably theie is more load tiaffic than in 
all the lest of Sibena put together, we found the woist 
loads anywheie At night all attempts to sleep weie often 
rendered futile by the ciashmg and bumpmg and swaying 
of the sledges, and by the yelling of the yemshiks as they 
lashed up the horses into a supieme effort to diag the 
sledge from some deep hole extending light acioss the load, 
m which it was half buried, and moie than once in the 
middle of the night we had to louse ouiselves fiom bioken 
slumbeis and lelieve the sledge of our weight befoie the 
struggling beasts could succeed m then effoits 

In many places where the natuie of the country would 
permit it, a diivei would desert the mam load and make a 
path foi himself thiough the deep untrodden snow over 
giassy plains, and otheis, following in Ins tiack, would 
giadually beat out a path, lough and cncmtous, but still 
piefeiable to the road itself, cut up as it was and conluioycd 
by countless caiavans of fieight-sledges Ovei these feai- 
ful loads we toie often at a mad gallop In the second 
stage fiom Nizhni Udmsk oui middle hoise was harnessed so 
close m that at every bound he sent his hind hoofs crushing 
against the front of the sledge, and on ahghtmg at the 
village post-station of Kamishtchetskaya we weie moie an- 
noyed than suipnsed to find a plank entnely kicked away, 



220 


IRKUTSK TO TOMSK 


, our piccious ham hanging out, and the hold in which weie 
stowed oui bag of frozen food and othoi necessancs of the 
journey chock full of duty snow kicked up by the lioises’ 
hoofs. A new piece of plank was soon nailed m, and on 
we w r ent again, Unveiling neck and neck with two Bussian 
mei chants m a huge kachoika 

The lulc against passing a post-sledge going in the 
same du action on the road appealed to bo ignoied m this 
part of the journey, and wc had many an exciting lace with 
our friends. Eaily on the morning of Fcbiuaiy 2 the two 
sledges drew up almost at the same moment at the dooi of 
a post-station hearing the euphonious name of Polouno- 
Chcicmkhoi skaya. The kaclioi ka got off again with a good 
ten minutes’ stait of us, but we foitunatcly obtained the 
seivices of a dashing young yemshik, a youth scaicely 
emciged from boyhood, who staited oft with a stein deter- 
mination to icach the next station fiist 01 destioy us all in 
the attempt Shoitly aftei staiting wo galloped ovei the 
blow of a lull and obtained a fine view of a bioad valley 
spreading out before us Through the valley and up the 
nanow loadway on the steep hillside, a long piocession of 
freight-sledges w r as w r indmg slowly towaids us , and light 
into the midst of these our reckless young duvei plunged, 
teaung down the lull at a mad gallop, completely ovei turn- 
ing seveial of the sledges, and often coming within an ace 
of upsetting us as w r ell. But with all its faults ouis w r as a 
steady, well-balanced sledge, and though aftei some tie- 
mendous ciash which seemed likely to burst m the side of 
the vehicle we sometimes remained poised foi seveial seconds 
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m unstable equihbnum on one rnnnei and the point of an, 
outngger, we always finally settled down light side upwards 
How the yemsliik managed to maintain his seat upon the box 
thiough this manceuvie was a mysteiy to us, but he stuck 
on, and in a few minutes we had left the hill and the 
caravan and oui friends m the kachovka far behind 

But when we leached the next station, in a little village 
known as Klioelnnskaya, we weie not gieatly suipnsed to 
find half a dozen of the nbs which kept the body of the sledge 
togethei ciacked in two To expect the sledge to hang 
togethei foi anothei stage seemed hopeless , and we were 
looking aiound in seaich of a vehicle to take its place, when 
our friends the Russian merchants ai lived and came to our 
assistance They expressed a much moie hopeful opinion 
of the condition of our travelling home Undei their direc- 
tion several yaids of lope weie twisted, coiled, and netted 
round the sledge, and our hopes of bringing our old gipsy- 
van with us to the railway terminus were laised again 
But it is the by-ways made to avoid the corduroy 
loads that afford the finest opportunities for racing The 
roads themselves are scaicely wide enough foi the purpose, 
but if the leading sledge takes to the by-ways, the yemsbik 
behmd gallops his horses along the lough high-ioad m the 
hope of arriving first at the spot where the two roads meet 
Then for the next few mmutes the tiavellers experience 
a series of sensations more exhilaiating than luxuiious 
Lashing furiously at his horses, and lavishing upon them 
promiscuously the vilest oaths and the tenderest terms of 
endearment, the driver sends his team spinning along at the 
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top of their speed, jumping deep holes and sendmg the sledge 
clashing o\er e\ eiy obstacle in its way. On one occasion 
we had a paiticulaily exciting contest of this land , foi as 
we neaied the junction of the two loads it became appaient 
that it w'ould be a neclc and neck lace And lieie oui 
heavy and well-balanced sledge stood us m good stead , foi 
w'hen the ciasli camo it was the otliei sledge that or ei- 
tiuned, and they weie oui lirals and not oui selves who 
were huiled out into the snow with then baggage on the 
top of them But they hoi e us no ill- will. "We weie out 
of sight bcfoie they had lepacked then sledge and started 
aftei us , but when they caught us up wrlnlc discussing a 
meal at the next station-house, they laughed heartily at 
them mishap and congiatulated us on oui victoiy. 

Soon aftei midnight on Febiuaiy 2, we passed thiougli 
the little town of Kansk, and at daylight on the 4th, five 
days and eighteen houis aftei leaving Iikutsh, we pulled up 
at Krasnoyarsk, haring kept up an aveiage of 189 r cists, or 
126 miles*, a day. We had been warned by fuends that the 
hotels of Kiasnoyaisk weie anything but good, and that 
veiy decent accommodation could be had at the post-station 
For in the towns of Western Sibena the post-stations also 
seive the puipose of hotels ‘ In the common guest-ioom 
they aie compelled by the regulations to give accommoda- 
tion free to tiavelleis , but m addition they have pnvate 
looms, the use of w'hich the guests may obtain on payment 
of a veiy model ate sum The accommodation was eeitamly 
not luxuiious, but it was nrfinitely bettei than that of some 
Sibenan hotels at which we had stayed , and on the mom- 



KRASNOYARSK 


223 


ing of our amval we slept veiy comfoitably till midday, 
when we once more donned the gaib and assumed the 
aspect of civilisation and went into the town m seaich of 
Di Peacock, Directoi of the Krasnoyarsk Hospital, and the 
son of an Englishman 

As Iikutsk is known as the Pans of Sibena, so Kiasno- 
yaisk, the City of the Red Ckffs, is called its Athens Of 
all the gieat towns situated on the Noithein Asian high- 
way it is ceitainly the most pictuiesquely situated The 
luddy-biown cliffs of the Yenesei and the Kaeha livers, at 
the confluence of which it is built, use to a consideiable 
height, locky and well wooded in paits It is m the midst 
of a hilly countiy, and even in its stem wmtei aspect theie 
was something about it veiy pleasant and inviting TJn- 
foitunately, hke Irkutsk, it has suffeied in lecent yeais 
horn a most disastious fiie It was on the night of Apnl 
17, 1881, that this gieat conflagiation began Within foul 
houis 340 houses weie destioyed , and when the file had 
burnt itself out, the only buildings lemammg standing within 
an aaea of some 250 acies weie two 01 thiee chinches, 
which, built in the midst of wide open spaces, had escaped 
with httle damage The loss was estimated at fiom six 
to eight million roubles , but in the half-dozen yeais which 
had passed since the disaBtei, almost eveiy tiace of it hacl 
disappeaied 

Two days we lested in Kiasnoyaisk, levelling in the 
hospitality of the genial Anglo-Geiman Russian doctor and 
his wife Of English blood on his fathei’s side, and Geiman 
on his mother’s, Dr Peacock has so fitted himself to his. 
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sui roundings that he is an excellent Russian, having almost 
no acquaintance with the language of his fathers. But m 
his line physique as well as m his noble voile at the hospital, 
he does honour to Ins English paientagc, which shows 
itself too m his aident love for spoit, and the coidial 
’ v'clcoine which ho is always icady to extend to any chance 
Englishman who may pass tlnough Kiasnoyaislt Insulai 
piqjudice induced my companion and myself, I am afiaid, 
to submit to latlici than letum the worthy doctoi’s cmbiace 
when ho kissed us on the lips at parting ; but if the manner 
of the loave-talung was a trifle ‘ un-English ’ its kindliness 
and heaitmess were ample compensation. 

Our station-house looked out upon a wide open space, 
in the centie of which stood the cathedial of the see of 
Yonescisk, difleimg in little but its size fiom the chuiclics of 
Byzantine aichitectuie which wo now’ passed at eveiy town 
When w’e rose on the Sabbath morning, clouds of white 
smoke weie using from eveiy pait of its loof ; and my fust 
impiession was that the town was threatened with another 
conflagration A little reflection and observation convinced 
me, however, that the smoke was issuing fiom hidden 
chimneys leading fiom the many stoves which would be 
necessaiy to iaise the gieat building to a comfoitable heat 
m such a climate Experience had taught us that the 
extenoi is generally by fai the best part of a Siberian 
church, so we did not tiouble to examine the interior of 
the cathedral. 

At ten o’clock on Sunday morning, Febiuaiy 10, we 
weie once more packed m oui sledge , and twenty- two hours 
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latei, we weie bleakfasting at the little town of Achinsk, 
only a few miles within the boundaiy line of East Sibena 
Hencefoith oui tiavelling expenses weie to be reduced by 
half In Eastern Sibena the Government rate is three 
kopeks per veist pei hoise , m the West it is only one kopek 
and a half The boundaiy line runs somewheie about 
halfway between the two stations of Bieloyaiskaya on the 
east, and Kiasnorechmskaya on the west Tiavellmg east- 
waid, one gets at Bieloyaiskaya eastern horses, and has 
consequently to pay, foi the stage of seventeen veists, just 
double the puce legally demanded for the journey m the 
opposite dnection 

As we appioached the city of Tomsk, the laigest and 
most impoitant town in Western Siberia, the passenger 
tiaffic became gieatly mci eased Officeis and mei chants 
in post-sledges met us eveiy few miles , tioops of Cossack 
soldieison the maich, with their families m sledges behind, 
seveial times enlivened the journey , and twice 01 thuce a 
moie painful interest was excited by a long ti am of convicts, 
emeigmg fiom some dismal etape, 01 puson lestmg place, 
in the eaily morning, or maichmg dejectedly along the 
load, the sickly following with the women m lough open 
sledges behind The largest tiain we met, neai Achinsk, 
must have numbeied fully a bundled peisons, guaided by 
only some half a dozen soldieis They appealed to be 
waimly clad in sheepskm shubas , and, gaze at them cuu- 
ously as we would, it was difficult to gathei fiom these pass- 
ing glimpses any vivid impression as to the degiee of the 
long suffenngs they enduied The Russian Government is 
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undci stood to have abolished the system of sending ti tuns 
of com lets to Sibona diuing tho w mtei , but that the 
woilc of distiibuting the exiles among the pusons of 
Asiatic Russia goes on to a consideiablc extent diuing the 
season of snow and ice is a fact foi which I can ceitamly 
vouch. 

Tiavelleis have often lcmaiked on the smgulai un- 
willingness of the Russians to wake a sleeping man Di 
Lansdell, the autlioi of ‘ Tlnough Sibena,’ was nifoimed by 
an Anglo-Russian lady that she had frequently been told, 
on asking foi a sen ant, that he was asleep and could not 
be waked, because ‘a sleeping man’s soul was befoie Ins 
God ’ A latlici lcmaikable instance of this Russian supei- 
stition occuncd- to us at a post-station some sixty 01 
seventy miles befoie we leached Tomsk It was the dead 
of night when we aimed, and all the hoises wcie out It 
would lmc been difficult to obtain pm ate hoises at that 
horn, and we decided to lest wheie we wcie till the dawn 
To avoid unpacking, and as a slight safeguaid against 
pilfeimg, I cuiled up in the sledge, while my companion 
slept on the station-house flora In the morning we learnt 
fiom the station-mastei that a iiicnd had inquned aftei 
us in the night, and left a note foi us He pio\ed to be a 
young Teutonic Russian telegiaphist named Doling, a native 
of Riga, whose acquamtance we had made at Khabaioika 
We had heaid tlieie of his appioaelimg depaituie foi his 
native town, and a suggestion had been made that we should 
tiavel togethei , but the unceitamty of the date of Ins 
leaving had decided us to foi ego the advantage of his 
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companionship He had left Khabarovka five days latei 
than ourselves , and foi upwaids of thiee thousand miles, 
travelling in company with a Russian meiehant bound foi 
Moscow, he had pursued us along the great Sibenan highway, 
eveiyuheie tracing our piogress by the post-station lecoids. 
It was a souice of congiatulation to us subsequently to 
leam that, despite the mei chant’s anxiety to reach Moscow 
at the eailiest possible date, and despite the fact that M. 
Doling, as a Government official, was armed with a Ciown 
podoiozhnaya, they had had extieme difficulty in catching 
us, and that it was only our compaiatively long stays at 
Blagovestchensk and Iikutsk that had enabled them to 
succeed At last, however, they had come up with us It 
would have been a souice of no little pleasuie to us to meet 
m that unlikely spot with a famihar face, and M Doling 
was, I believe, equally desnous of a meeting with us, with 
a view to anangmg for our continuing the journey fiom 
Tomsk together But we weie asleep, and, accustomed 
though we weie to brief watches in the night, he would not 
wake us At Tomsk, however, chance brought us to the 
same hotel, and we weie subsequently indebted to M Doling, 
with whom we travelled together to Moscow, for many use- 
ful wi inkles m legal d to Sibenan and Russian tiavellmg, 
and foi an intei esting insight into some phases of Russian 
peasant life, of which, without his assistance, we should have 
seen little 01 nothmg 

Mr George Kennan, who duimg his latest visit to 
Sibena made the journey between Tomsk and Eiasnoyaisk 
some eighteen months befoie us, speaks of the load between 
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Aclnnslc and the lattei town as the woist he had evei seen 
in his life ‘ It was,’ he says, * some satisfaction to leam 



at Ustanofska^a (fourteen 
miles fiom Iuasnoyarsk) 
that General Ignatief, the 
new It appointed Gover- 
noi-Geneial of Eastern 
Siberia, who parsed oier 
the load between Achinsk 
and Iuasnoyarsk a few 
days befoie us, was so 
exasperated by its condi- 
tion that he oideied the 
immediate anest of the 
conti aetoi who had under- 
taken to keep it in repau, 
and duected that he be 
held m puson to await an 
1m estimation Mr Frost 
and I agieed that it was a 
piopei case foi the exercise 
of despotic power ’ lean 
lieaitily sympathise with 
Mi. Hermans feelings. 
Allowing foi the difterence 
m the seasons, which was 
gieatly m oiu fayoui, it 
was yet cadent that this 


piece of load bad been immensely nnpioyed smee Mi Ken' 
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nan passed ovei it, and the nmehoiation may fanly be attri- 
buted to the eneigetic action of Geneial Ignatieff But 
we had giave leason to legiet that the Goveinoi- Geneial 
of Western Sibeiia had not imitated so excellent an ex- 
ample The neaiei we got to Tomsk the worse became the 
load, till m the last stage of twenty miles the climax was 
leached The whole journey was one temble jolting m and 
out of deep pits fiom which the tned beasts could scaicely 
diag the sledge Oui utmost late of piogiess was less than 
foui miles an horn, and befoie half the stage was accom- 
plished the lioises weie utteily unable to pioceed Foitu- 
nateJy we weie able to piocuie a fiesh team, and at nine 
o’clock m the evening we amved, weaned out, at the dooi 
of the Euiopa Hotel at Tomsk 



230 


CHAPTER XIV 

TOMSK TO TIVMIjN 

Tlio boundm s of Btcam commumcfttion— Companions nncl n change of 
louto— Omsk— bibcimn music— Off again — A incngic dinner — A 
puign — Finnic hoiscs nnd pinnte post -stations — In tlio fannlj 
bedrooms — Homespun — Cheap bicad — Bcggns — TiuKalmsK — 
Keaiing the inil\va> — Quick tiniellmg — Tinmen 

At Inst mg had 1 cached the teal bounduiyof the civilisation 
of the "West Had it been simnnei we should now ha\ e 
been at the end of oiu louinej by load Except m the 
season of ice and snow a lcgulai line of steameis navigates 
thewateis of the Obi, the Iitisli, and the Tui a, fiom Tomsk 
to Tinmen, whence tiatelleis can pioceed by lail to Peim, 
and thence again by stenmei down the Kama and up the 
Volga to Nizhni No\goiod, wheic they aie within foui dajs’ 
journey of London 

We, liowevei, had still neaily two thousand miles of 
sledging befoic us, and finding ouisclves m by fai the most 
comfoi table hotel we had yet encouuteiedm Sibena, wepio- 
posed to lest a few days, leciuit oui selves, and inspect the 
sights of Tomsk But just as we weie piepaimg to sleep we 
leceived a visit fiom Mi Doling, oui telegiaphist fuend 
fiom Khabaiovka, and w r e had soon agieed to an alteiation 
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of oui plans The high load luns southwaid fiom Tomsk 
to the city of Omsk, the seat of government of the Steppe 
Piovmees, and thence turns noith agam to Tiumen This 
was the loute by which we intended to go, making a halt at 
Omsk, hut Mi Doling had anothei plan to propose He 
and his meicliant fellow-traveller intended staiting within 
tlnity-sn. liouis, following the mam load to Elanskaya 
(some 200 miles), then staking stiaight foi Tiukalmsk and 
leaving Omsk away to the south The saving m distance 
was only some foity 01 fifty miles, and we should miss 
seeing Omsk , but Me weie told that the loss in this legal d 
would not be gieat 

‘ If I weie asked to chaiaetense Omsk m a few woids,’ 
say s Mi Kennan, ‘ I should descube it as a city of 30,000 
mliabitants, 111 Minch the laigest building is a militaiy 
academy, and the most pictuiesque building a police station , 
in which theie is neitliei a nenspapei noi a public libraiy, 
and m Minch one half of the population weais the Tsai’s 
unifoim and makes a business of governing the othei half ’ 
This teise descuption of Omsk had not been wntten at the 
tune of oui \ 1 s 1 t to Tomsk, and e\en had it been in oui 
hands it would piobably not liaNe alteied oui decision 
Sibeuan tiaiel, with all its featuies of mteiest, was, it must 
be confessed, beginning to pall on us a httle, and we were 
not indisposed to shoiten oui loumey, even at the cost of 
missing Omsk The lattei pait of Mi Kennan’s descuption 
would apply admuably to moie than one town m Eastern 
Siberia thiougli Minch we had passed , and the advantage 
of the companionship of two expenenced Sibeuan tiavelleis 
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would far moic Ilian compensate us foi the lost uew of 
the pictuicsquc police station 

Oui stay at Tomsk was thus shot toned to thuty-src 
houis, the greater pait of which was usefullj employed m 
sleep Tomsk is, next to Iikutsk, the hugest and most 
nnpoitanl town m all Sibena. Mi. Ivennan, who lias had 
excellent opportunities foi judging, dcelaies it to hem point 
of intelligence and piospcnty the hist, but m point of 
mteicst it falls below some of the smallci Sibenan towns, 
in that it is much moic Eiuopean It has m its jet un- 
opened unneisity a splendid public building, its principal 
stiects aic wide, clean, and checiful, flanked with buck- 
built houses and piospeious-lookmg shops At its tele- 
giaph station I encounlcied an English-speaking Russian 
of Teutonic blood who had paid a lisit to Portsmouth as a 
pnsonei duung the Crimean wai, but who showed the best 
of good will tow aids the nation of lus captois. We foimed 
quite a pleasant little dinnei paitj that day in the spacious 
saloon of the Euiopa Hotel, though the baimony of the 
gatheung was lathei disturbed than piomotect by the 
playing of a huge oichestnon of winch the landloid was 
excessively pioud He had impoitcd it at enoimous ex- 
pense, and it certainly pouied foith an apparently unlimited 
numbei of opeiaticand othei aus with an almost deafening 
volume of sound. This was not the only instalment of the 
land — though it was by fai the costliest — that we saw m 
a Sibenan hotel It would seem that the Sibeiians’ love 
of music is gieatei than then skill as mstuunentahsts. 
During oui little dinnei at the Euiopa I was incautious 
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enough to expiess a desire to heai the mighty music-box , 
and the landloid, m his desiie to please, set a seivant to 
woik gimdmg out music with a persistency which only a 
pioteSt, moie emphatic than polite, fiom my companion 
could bieali down 

At a little aftei eleven o’clock on Friday morning, the 
11 th of Februaiy, we staited away on our last stage of 
Sibenan sledgmg, Mi Doling and his merchant friend, 
Mi. Piankoff, leading the way, and Uien and I in our 
old tiavel-beaten povoska himgmg up the leai. Mi. 
Piankoff was gettmg anxious to be at his journey’s end, 
and lests for meals weie shoit. We had taken the precau- 
tion to make a heaity meal befoie leaving Tomsk, but 
when eight horns latei we diew up at the post-station 
house of Pioskokova and oideied out the samovai we were a 
little disappointed to find that oui Russian fuend’s notion 
of dinnei was a law led hening and biead, even though 
theie was vodka and Benedictine in abundance to wash it 
down 

The next day a puiga began — not so fieice as that 
which laged on the Pacific coast just befoie we staited on 
oui long sledge journey , not wild enough to pievent us fiom 
continuing on oui way , but sufficiently stiong to compel 
us to covei in the fiont of oui sledge with a cuitam of felt, 
and to half smothei us then with the snow which found 
its way m between the cievices F01 the greatei pait 
of a week, the snow and wind scarcely evei ceased F01 
hundieds of miles we weie compelled to box oui selves in 
and satisfy oui selves with only an occasional glimpse of the 
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countiy tluough which we were passing. The loss m this 
1 aspect was not, liowc\ci, iciy gieat Foi a consuleiablc 
pait of the distance we wcio passing ovci a last steppe, the 
monotony of which was onh bioken hcie and tlieie hv m- 
nunioiablc windmills We had got now into a countiy of 
fauly well-kept loads, but the deep, nowl> fallen, and as 
yet almost nntioddcn snow which coieicd the tiacks, len- 
deied it difliuvll to keep up a high late of •speed Our 
Russian fi lends had gieat adumtnges o\ei us in the shape 
of a hglitei sledge, less luggage, and a Clown podoio/hnaja, 
and oiu knowledge of Russian 1m ccti\e was taxed to the 
uttcimost to pieient om being left behind 'Where the 
snow was deep 01 the load was bad, we usuallj put m a 
demand foi an extia lioisc, and ficqucnlh got it without 
extia payment 

Often as we neaicd a post-station the > emsliik would turn 
to us and aslt if wc wished to be taken to the Go\ eminent 
post-station, 01 to a pin ate ownei of lioises; and at length 
on leaching the town of Kannsheia, we leccned at the post- 
station a note fiom Mi. Doung, mfoimmg us that he and 
his companion w’eie ‘cliez unxolni,’ which being liitoipicted 
signified that they weie at the house of one of the nuraeious 
inals of the Goi eminent m the posting business. The 
cost of Government posting m Western Sibcua is, as Iliaie 
explained, anythmg but extiaiagant Two peisons with a 
reasonable amount of baggage lequne but a pan of lioises, 
and aie not compelled to pay fox moie, eien if the state of 
the load lequues a thud Foi two fellow-tiavelleis the 
cost is theiefoie scaicely moie than a faithmg a mile foi 
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each of them, this including the hue of hoises, the semce 
of diners, and the use of post-stations Yet, so cheap aie 
hoises heie, and so miseiablypooi aie the inhabitants, that 
theie is quite a busk competition among the peasants for 
the privilege of carrying tiavelleis at this low late, 01 foi 
eien less if one has a turn foi baigaining, and with bettei 
hoises than the Government stations geneiaJly piovide. 
Between Tomsk and Tinmen — and even faithei east than 
Tomsk — eveiy town and village has its pnvate postmg 
houses At these no podorozhnaya is asked foi , the tax of 
a kopek pei veist which the Government chaiges foi these 
peimits may be saved, and the tiavellei may be ceitam of 
pnvate hoises nerei failing him 

The houses aie pooi, it is faue, but they aftoid to the 
‘ tounst ’ in seaich of knowledge a bettei glimpse into pea- 
sant life m Sibena than can genei ally be obtamed at Govern- 
ment post-stations ‘ Chez un volm ’ thei e is often no 1 00m 
set apait foi tiavelleis and customers Often the house 
consists of but two 100ms, one occupied by the piopnetoi 
and the whole of his family, and the othei by yemshiks. 
Fiom Kamisheva to Tiumen, a distance of neaily five 
bundled miles, we tiavelled almost entnely with hoisesfiom 
these pnvate stations Ainvmg at all houis of the night, 
we weie frequently shown into the family bedioom to wait 
till the hoises weie harnessed Sometimes a bevy of dam- 
sels would rise fiom the flooi 01 fiom beds, and, wrapping 
theu scanty bed-covenng around them, would scuttle off 
with maiden bashfulness , but moie frequently they would 
lefuse to be distuibed in the midst of their night’s lepose. 
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The looms, squnlul and pool ns tliey weic, showed a much 
ncnici appioach to "Western comfoit than those m the wild 
legions of (lie Fni Eastern pi ounces. In man; eases large 
wooden foui -post< 1 s filled the coincisof the loom, and thick 
hanging cm tains shielded the sleepei s fioin the pi} mg gaze 
of cuuous passcngeis. Often, howcici, these devices of 
modesty wcic cntnely wanting 

In these looms, too, while the family wcieyet asleep, 
we diank oui tea in the ently moining; and lieic, with the 
household duties going on mound us, wo took out meals by 
day. Often, it must be confessed, tlicic was a shiftiness 
about the apartment which did not conduce to stiengthen 
the appetite . and sometimes * shiftiness * was a teim baldly 
sufficiently stiong to meet the case 

Spinning was piomnient among the domestic duties 
At seveial of the houses, the wife 01 one of the dnugliteis 
was engaged m pioducnig home-spun linen, which, we were 
told, commands a icady sale in quite distant pmts of Russia. 
We had seldom to have lccouiso to oui supply of fio/en 
viands Oui hovelling companions allowed us only 011c 
squai e meal a day, and sometimes oui mci chant fuend 
lebelled at even that, and pioposed to make the zakouska 
suffice — the piece of law diied fish 01 some otliei delicacy 
of that natuie taken to the accompaniment of a glass or 
two of vodka. The meals to be had at the houses weie, it 
is tiue, not always of the best, but good substantial 
shtchee could geneially be obtained Despite the signs of 
gieatei comfoit m the houses, the people aie fai pooiei than 
in the Eastei n pi ovmces Living appeal ed to be exceedingly 
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As wc neaied Tmmen the pin ate post -stations lastly 
linpioxcd Romo of them wcio better fmnished, loomier, 
and altogetliei moie comfoi table than the best of the 
Goi eminent establishments At the towns and laigcr 
Milages man} of them woic hotels, at winch one could 
obtain pin ate sleeping apaitmenls 

But wo did not stai to test the qiuihtx of the accommo- 
dation With good I101 ses, fan loads, few delays, and only 
tlinl) 01 foit\ degieesof host — a tcmpeialmc quite mild 
compaied with that to which we had accustomed our- 
selves — sledge tia\elling was exceptional!) enjoyable at tins 
stage of the 101111101, so long as the snow Kept off But it 
must he confessed that om two months sleighing had gnen 
us something of a smfeit Neither of us had seen a rail- 
way tiam foi yeais, so thcie was an added zest m lie 
emotions with wlucli we looked foiwaid to our fust glimpse 
of Tinmen, the teimmus of the little line winch 1 uns thiough 
Ekateimlnug and acioss the Uial Mountains to Perm It 
was tine that we should haie anothei six hunched miles of 
sledgmg on the otliei side of the Uials, but tins would be 
under lathei diffeient conditions, and we looked foiward 
with pleasme to the piospcct of getting lid once and foi 
ever of the sledge which had been oiu home moie 01 less 
foi the past nine weeks We had been pioud of the lumber- 
ing old machine at fust It compaied xeiy favouiably 
with the sledges we met on the load m the Fai Eastern 
piovmces , but the comfoitable, loomy, stiongly built, 
handsome sledges which m the West we might have bought 
new foi a less sum than we had paid foi tins lough old 
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second-hand vehicle, put us altogethei out of conceit with it 
It had cost us ongmally seventy loubles, and we had first 
and last spent seventy-one loubles on it for repans 

We jogged along merrily, making a bettei late of speed 
than we had evei done befoie On one 01 two days we 
covered httle shoit of 160 miles m the twenty-foui hours; 
and when, at five o’clock on the morning of Febiuaiy 18, 
we diew up at the post-station of Tiumen we had travelled 
1,452 veists in six days and eighteen boms, making an 
aveiage of 215 veists, 01 about 148 miles a day Since 
leaving Vladivostok we had coveied 7,020 veists, 01 4,680 
miles 
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CHAPTER XV 

Tit, MI.N TO MOSCOW 

English faces — An Englishman among the Snmmedcs — \. railwa\ 
lournov — The road to Irlnt — Irbit Fair — The cit\ of a month — 
Business nncl plensinc — Natural food preservation — A lie'll \ bill — 
A sledging steeplechase — Back to Tinmen — A Siberian Fipiire — 
Mnshnit 7 ft — Farewell to Tninion — The Tinmen 1’enn Ilailwai 
Luxurious trai oiling until speed — Ehaterinburg and its gems— 
Asm, the Umls, Europe— Perm— Sledging m Europe— V posting 
monopoh — Snow ploughs — V load purveyor — Tatar caravans— 
The miseries of Lent — Kn/an — Up the Volga — Vasil SurA — Nizhni 
Novgorod — A deseited cit\ — Moscow — A retrospect — The death of 
Mr Uron 

Surrounded by kindly English faces, listening to the 
pleasant English tongue, with English boohs on the book- 
shell es behind us and English pictiucs lound us on the 
walls of the clieeiful loom, nothing but the snmotni and 
tumbleis m the place of pot and cups and sauceis seive 
to lemind us that we aie still m Asiatic Russia And lie 
must be msulai -minded indeed who would picfei to samovar 
and tumbleis the fumituie of the English tea-table We 
have been but a few- shoit bouis in Tiumen, but, like all 
English-speaking tiavellers who evei tia^eise the Sibeimn 
highway, we have found oui way to the home of the 
Waidioppeis, the English family who for moie than twenty 
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yeais have been settled in Western Sibeua Thens aie 
the fiist English faces we have seen since leaving the 
Pacific coast Eiom Piussian acquaintances and fellow- 
tiavelleis, fiom Danish fuends of inexhaustible hospitality, 
we had leceived mnumeiable kindnesses , but yet we had 
been longing foi the sight of English faces and the sound 
of English voices. It was woith all the hardships and 
discomfoits of the long sledge journey to leceive at its end 
so coidial a welcome fiom Enghsh people, who, howevei 
attached they have become to then Sibenan home, have 
lost none of then love foi the land of then bnth 

To vanous othei enteipuses which the Messis. Waid- 
loppei have earned on with advantage to the piospeuty of 
Tinmen, they have lately added a fisheiy at the mouth of 
the Taz, which just at the Arctic Cncle flows into the Tazov- 
skaya Gulf, a bianch of the gieat Gulf of Obi Heie for 
months togethei Mi. Eobeit Waidioppei, son of Mi James 
Waidioppei, one of the ongmal settleis, conducts the fisheiy 
among the Samoyedes, wealing Samoyede clothes, peifoim- 
ing his journeys on the backs of lemdeei, living sometimes 
on law fish, encounteimg such wild snowstoims that thiee 
paces fiom his door his hut is hidden fiom his sight, 
seeing no human beings but the half-savage Samoyedes, 
and altogethei undeigoing adventuies before which oiu 
pool little Siberian journey took the dimensions of an 
infant’s ciawl 

Tiumen is a piospeioustown of some nineteen 01 twenty 
thousand inhabitants, having an excellent school, seveial 
public buildings of goodly extenor, and an infinity of 

a 
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churches of the leguhiLon pattern. In its mai Lct-pln.ce 
a bn**k Lade was bung earned on in cat pets nml olhci 
Central Asian wan 1 ', hut a losidont would doubtless ha\c 
said that the (own was empty, just as London is empty 
out of the season I’m it was the month of the libit Tan, 
and ne\t to the woi Id-famous .Tain mnikl of Mi/hm Xmgorod 
tins is the most impoitant of all the 3'ussian fans libit, 
though within the bonndnij which dnidcs Russia piopei 
horn Sibui.r, is only some fifteen o\ eighteen horns’ 
journey fiom Tinmen, and its fan, we weie told, was a 
sight we should not miss 

Accoidmgty at fne o’clock on Sundnj afternoon, 
Fcbiuaij 20, wc took oui places m the Lam, and abandoned 
ouisehos for fne boms to the unaccustomed IuMiiy of 
uulway tinselling Only ono Lain a day m each direction 
Laicises the Peim-Ekateimbmg-Tiumen hue, and as from 
the eastern iciminus this leaves at fhe o’clock, night- 
tiavelling was a necessity . It was not exact ty a bieak-neck 
speed at winch mo inn oiled Poklei.slu, oui destination so 
fai as the lnilway was concerned, was only some sixty* 
nine miles away, but it was close upon ten o’clock when 
we left the tuun Plent} 1- of sledges weic, howevei, waiting 
about the station doois foi passengeis bound foi the fan, and 
aftei a capital suppci m the comfoi table waiting-room we 
had soon concluded a baigam by wOncli w r e weie to be con- 
veyed to libit, a distance of 112 veists, in foui stages, at 
the late of foui lcopeks, 01 something less than a penny, a 
verst. 

The loute w'as by a slioit cut across countiy, and oui 
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journey closely lesembled a steeplechase m a sledge 
Fortunately we weie almost unencumbeied with baggage, 
and foi thiee out of the foui stages we tiavelled m httle 
light wickei sledges mto which we could just pack oui two 
pans of legs At some paits of the route the yemshik 
spent almost as much of his time lunnmg beside the sledge 
as he did on his peich, though such violent exemse must 
have been anything but agieeable in the thick and heavy 
skins he woie foi waimth But theie aie angles at which 
even a Sibenan yemshik finds it impossible to keep his seat 
on the box, and besides this it was frequently necessaiy 
foi him to thiow all his weight on the side of the sledge 
faithest fiom him to pievent its turning tui tie 

It was ten on Monday morning when we amved at 
libit Oui fiist and foiemost desne was to find an hotel 
and get into bed , but this was no easy task. Eveiy hotel 
in the town was ciammed to suffocation At length, how- 
evei, we weie duected to a lodging-house known as Doma 
Lukanma, and heie we weie shown into a small vacant 
100 m It was baiei, dntiei, and moie cheeiless than almost 
any post-station on the high load, but at least it had a 
wooden bench m it which might do duty foi a bed, and a 
second bench of similai constiuction was soon foithcommg. 
The modest lental of 45 loubles, 01 say 4 1 10s , was de- 
manded foi this 100 m, but we explained that we intended 
to lemain only a smgle night, and not foi the whole of the 
fan, and the teims weie left foi futuie anangement 

A two houis’ nap on the ‘plank bed,’ and a light bieak- 
fast of tea and biscuits, and then off in seaich of Mi. Edwaid 



244 TIUMI N TO MOSCOW 

Wnidioppci, undci whoso friendly guidance mo weic intro- 
duced to the wondeis of ft Russian fan It bit is the city of 
a month Foi the test of the xeai its shops aic empty and 
its bli cets ate all but dcseitcd Foi this one month not 
only is cxci} shop ciammed with tin* pioduce of the We'd 
and the East, hut its wide open spaces too aic coxeied thick 
with mciehnndiso of ex<i} smt and descnption Swaims 
of bus} meichnnts ciowded its sheets huge pyiamids of 
tea-chests lowcied to the sky. and among the multitudinous 
objects exhibited foi sale 111 the open spaces were mighty 
chiu ch bells. Fiencli cafes and Gcnnan bcei -halls dioxe a 
loanng trade, and 111 the ex emngs the 11101 chants could select 
fiomaxaiietx ofenteiiainmcnts to beguile then leisiuehouis. 

The great place of moettngfoi ti ados is the ba/aai , tlieic 
m the exenmg an excellent band was pbumg, and Tatar, 
Peisian, and Cential Asian niei chants 111 thou pntmcsijuc 
costumes tin ended 111 and out among the Hussains and 
Sibenans, some 111 the latest fashions of Moscow and 
Pctcisbiug, and olheis 111 then lough dn tx traxelling 
sbubas and felt boots. The bustle and animation of the 
vast tlnong .among which wo with difficulty made 0111 wax 
came with a somewhat da/an g effect aftei the many weeks 
of travelling on the snowy loads, with foi horns together 
the silence only biokon by the clatlei of the hoises’ hoofs 
and the jingling of the sledge bells 

Leaving this busy scene xve betook 0111 soli es to thetlieati e, 
wdieiea leally excellent company was peifoimmg 111 Russian 
modem comedy, then to the laige and well-appointed dining 
100m of a fine hotel. The 100m was closely packed xvith niei- 
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chants, discussing an excellently seived suppei a la carte, 
while a tioupe of gills peifoimed a lively conceit It was 
foui o’clock in the momingwken we letuined to oui cheeiless 
loomat theDomaLukanina, but even then the meny-making 
foi which the tiadeis manage to find time even in this busy 
month had onlyjust begun to show some signs of languishing 
Bieakfasting with Mi Waidioppei next morning we 
weie tieated to a delicious example of natuial food piesei- 
vat ion in the Siheuan winter, in the shape of an excellent 
dish of salt-watei fish, tasting as fiesh as if it had been 
caught that morning, but which, m leality, had been 
bi ought 4,000 miles by leindeei and hoises fiom the 
mouth of the Taz. An horn 01 two having been pleasantly 
spent in sti oiling lound the busy town, we piepaied at 
three in the afternoon foi the letwn jowney to Poklevsla, 
and called foi ow bill Om* landlady put in a modest 
demand foi twenty-five loubles , we demmied, and offered 
thiee, with an additional foity kopeks foi the use of the 
samovai The good lady piotested, and summoned thiee 
male fiiends to help hei to aigue the point with us But 
the use of a diity cell, with a table, two chans, and two 
wooden benches, for httle moie than twenty-fow hours, still 
seemed to us lathei deal at 21 10 s , and finding aigument 
of no avail we chopped loubles 8 40 mto the lady’s hand, 
jumped into oui sledge, and bade the yemslnk duve away 
The appaiently impudent attempt at extoition is to be 
explained by the fact that at fan time in libit all baigains 
aie made for the month It was our fault, it must be 
admitted, and not that of madame of the Doma Lukanina, 
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that wc doclimd to May till the one! of the fan. Had 
we K'lnained we should piobabh lime been charged no 
moic 

A repetition of the shdgmg stet jdetha*-e foi tltun 
boms, two horns' nap on the f-oats at the milwaj station 
nt Pokle\ski, and fi\e horns moie m the liain, and wcwac 
back at Tinmen. It was the c\eof Madnut/n, the hast with 
which divoteesof the Gie<k Chuieh pupaie themselu's for 

the ligoious fast 
of Lent. B,> the 
kindly imitation 
of Mi. VamfilofT, 
a hospitable Ihi**- 
sinn, mamed to 
a daughtci of the 
liotise of AVaul- 
loppci, and lin- 
ing in patimichal 
stjle some twenty 
miles fiom Tiu* 
men, wo w’eic afloidcd an intcicsting and eminently agiee- 
able experience of the manner in which a Siberian countiy 
gentleman celelnatcs this gieat national feast. Not Mi. 
Wardle himself could have exceeded m geniality and waimth 
of welcome our excellent host and hostess. Foi sex ci al days 
they kept open house, and duiing almost the whole time the 
tables lemamed piled with delicacies in and out of season, 
togethei with wines and liqucuis fiom as far east as Jaxa, 
and as far west as Spam In the mteivals of feasting Ibeie 
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•were music and dancing, mdooi games, skating, and above 
all the katcliuska 01 toboggan, visits to the hve stock of the 
farm, all comfoitably housed, and gallops ovei the country 
in luxurious sledges These last, indeed, constitute the 
orthodox means of celebiating Maslinitza The nveis and 
loads of Sibena, as of Russia, are at this season thronged 
with sledges gaily bedecked, many of the occupants appeal- 
ing m masqueiade attire, galloping up and down and saluting 
their friends with seasonable gieetmgs as they pass On 
the Neva at Peteisbuig is, of couise, of all otheis, the 
place to see the feast of Maslinitza at its best, and to tell 
in detail of the humble imitation of it to be seen at Tiumen 
would be futile m view of the descuptions which have so 
often been given of the gay scene at the Russian capital 
And amid the pleasuie-makmg of the guests at the hall, 
the villageis weie not foi gotten They, too, had then 
toboggan, but this did not pievent them horn caieeimg 
down the squire’s katchuska vhen his visitois weie seeking 
amusement m othei dnections. Moie than once, too, our 
host was called away to mimstei to the ailments of some 
one 01 othei of the dwelleis lound his countiy house, foi, 
doctois being scaice, his amateui skill m suigeiy and 
medicine was eminently useful and evidently highly appie- 
ciated Eveiythmg betokened a well-managed andpiospei- 
ous faim, and as we sledged back to Tiumen we no longei 
wondeied that some of oui lesident English friends piefened 
life m Sibena to the stiuggle for existence at home. Oui 
host was able to show us some samples of Enghsh giam 
which he had obtamed dnectfiom its native giound, and with 
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which lie intended to expi lnnenl in the soil of Ribei ia 111 the 
coming season 

On the tenth dnj nftei cm fust mmnl in the town we 
exchanged faiewellswith the fi lends who Imd nmdeoui stn) 
m the hoi dei town of Siheiia so agiceahle, and icgietfall) 
left Tinmen behind ns. The llnongh journey fiom Tiumcn 
to Pei m 1>3 mil — a distance of some 580 miles — occupies, 
including a stoppage of tlueo horns at Ehaknnbmg, just 
o\ci fox horns -an nxomgeof some fifteen miles an hour. 
Twenty miles indeed is said to he the maximum into of 
speed which the tinins aieexei allowed to attain. There 
aie fifty-one stations on the line, and as them is but 011c 
train a day in each dnection, tins neccssauty slops at all 
of them. The stations me foi some nisei utablc leason 
placed gcncialty some two oi tlneo miles fiom the towns 
and Milages whoso names tliej bcai, e\en when the line 
unis tlnoiigh them. But Iheie is compensation in the lack 
of speed, foi we me nssmed that it is no uncommon thing 
foi a passcngci to step down fiom his cm lingo on to the 
lino when I10 leaches the point nearest to Ins home ; though 
the stoiy of a pnsscngei who diopped Ins hat out of a 
carnage window* halfway between two stations, got out, 
lccoveicd it, and caught the tiam again, is doubtless an e\» 
aggciation Apait fiom speed, howcvci, it is a model line. 
The seats weic convoifiblo into excellent beds at night, and 
the carnages wcicwcll wanned and lighted, and fitted with 
eveiy comfoil Many of the lailway stations, too, wcie 
quite stalely elections, with laigo and finely decorated 
dmmg-iooms m which excellent meals weie seived, with 
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ample time allowed to eat them, and a code of bell signals 
which lelieved one of all feai of being left behind 

A few horns aftei taking oui seats m the tram, we bade 
faiewell to Sibena But we weie not yet out of Asia, foi 
the bomidaiy of the two continents does not comcide with 
that which sepaiates Sibena from the home piovinces of 
Russia. Ekatennbuig, at which we armed at the end of 
some sixteen horns, and at which we made a halt of a day, 
is m the pi o voice of Perm It is a flourishing city of some 
thuty-five 01 foity thousand inhabitants, fai moie Euro- 
pean than Asiatic in its type, and owmg its piospeuty 
mainly to the maibles and piecious stones found m those 
paits of the Thai Mountains on the slopes of which Ekate- 
linbrng stands The topaz, the amethyst, and the alexan- 
dnte, the eunous stone which shows like the emeiald by 
day and the mby by night, are to be had heie in abun- 
dance at modeiate piiees, and pietty objects caived m 
malachite, lapis lazuh, and numeious othei 'vaneties of 
beautiful minerals aie on sale eveiywheie 

Travelling m company with oui fiiend horn Khaba- 
lovka, Mi Doung, who had paited fiom his time-piessed 
fellow-tiavellei and cast m his lot with ouis, we left 
Ekatennbuig by lail at midday on Maich 2 , and soon 
aftei nightfall diew up at a little station beai mg the sig- 
nificant title of * Asiatiskaya ’ Half an hour latei we weie 
at ‘Uialskaya,’ and when at the end of yet anothei half- 
hour we aruved at ‘ Eviopeiskaya ’ we knew we had at 
length leached oui own continent We weie depnved of 
the pleasuie which used to be enjoyed by tiavelleis befoie 
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the laihoad was built, of Mitmg on the stone which dnidcs 
tlio two continents »md dangling n leg m each, but the 
tin cc stations scned to leniind 11s of the impoitunl point 
in om journey at wlmh we bad turned 

At the eit\ of Pei in, a Russian piouneial capital, offei- 
mg no pniliad.il aftiaetions to the ‘•iglilseu, we stayed 
but a single dn^ 0 \n aiiangemcnls foi oui last stage 
of sledging woic soon completed. Haung lined foi the 
journey the loonuost po\ oskn we could find, and haung 
packed om belongings within it, and oui tlnce sches on 
0111 belongings — a task which, 111 om thick fms, was not an 
easy one — we stalled oft at ten oh lock on the 11101 nmg of 
Maicli 1 , along the load to Iva/an. 

To desenbe in detail the journey fiom Pei m to Nizhtn 
Novgoiod would he only to lepeat much of what has been 
said with legaut to sledging 111 Sibeun The posting lieie 
on tins Euiopean Russian ionic is not managed dnectlj 
by the Goi eminent, but is let to a conti act 01, who has a 
monopoly of the carnage of passcngeis, and who chaiges 
fom kopeks pci leist poi hoi sc, against tlnec kopeks in 
Eastern Sibona and one and a half in Western. Like all 
monopolies, it woiks badly The loads, it is tine, aie 
better than the aveiage Sibeiinn loads, but they aie bad 
enough at that The lioiscs, though plentiful, compaio 
veiy ill with most of the Sibenan animals, and thejem- 
shiks do not e\eifc themselves neatly as much to make 
good speed One advantage of the system is that the 
tiavellei can pay his tluough faie in advance, instead of 
making a sepaiate payment at each station on the loute 
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The vrmtei was now fast dying Once for a few horns 
the tempeiatuie actually lose above the freezing-point, and 
damp lumps of half-thawed duty snow weie flung m oui 
faces by the hoises’ hoofs Foi the most pait, howevei , 
snow continued to fall, and by the sides of the load 
it lay at a gi eater depth than we had as yet seen it 
thiougliout oui journey Foi the fiist tune, too, we saw 
snow ploughs at woik — rough devices foi pushing the snow 
to the sides of the load At Debes, some bundled and 
twenty miles from Peim, we met a party of officials con- 
sisting of the conti actoi foi this private post, the Govern- 
ment Inspectoi of Eoads, and the Inspectoi of Telegiaphs 
We hoped foi the benefit of futuie tiavelleis that the lesult 
of the visit of inspection would be an impiovement in the 
posting service , but the fact that the Government Inspectoi 
was accompanied throughout his journey by the man on 
the peifoimance of whose conti act he would have to lepoit 
was notan altogethei hopeful sign. We heaid some amus- 
ing stones of the devices lesoited to by peasants to evade 
the contiactoi’s monopoly of carrying passengeis A 
favounte dodge used to be to take a hoise out fiom the 
tioika befoie leaching a post-station, and to go slowly past 
the station with two hoises, 01 only one, as if bound only 
foi some neighbounng village, the detached horse following 
at a safe distance behind, and being lehamessed a veist 01 
so beyond 

All night and all day, long caiavans of freight-sledges, 
many of them in chaige of Tatar dnveis, met and passed 
us on the load, and at many of the villages the Tatai 
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population appealed to be f«i moie numcious than the 
Russians. r lhe height lintlic was, how e\ci, nothing like as 
gi cal ustlml between Jikutskand Tomsk. Hones were always 
m waiting at the stations, and otn stoppages foi meals weic 
bnef, foi the simple leason that thcie was lnicly anything 
eatable to he obtained We had left Penn with oui piousion- 
hng uni eplenished, ti listing confidently to the lesomccsof 
the numeious Russian towns and Milages thiough which 
we knew we should pass But we lmd leckoncd without 
allowing foi the piety of the Russian ullageis. It was 
Lent Foi two days in succession, with keenly whetted 
appetites we aimed at a Milage post-station, to find no 
food pi ociu able except cold, muddy fiesh-watei fish, half-iaw 
and steeped in unegai, with, as an nltcinatiie, eggs which 
the natuial lefngeratoi of a Bussian wmtei lmd not suc- 
ceeded m pieseivmg m quite tlieii pustme purity. A iciy 
few successhe days of the Lenten fast as obsened by the 
Eastern Cliuich might well lme done moie than a bundled 
Piotestant seimons toconfiim us m the faith of oui fatheis. 
But, slioit as weie’ oui stoppages, and few oui delays, 
we failed to maintain an aveiago speed of moie than a 
bundled and eighty 7 miles a day, 1 caching the ancient 
umveisity city of Kazan— a distance of 385 miles fiom 
Penn in a little undei seventy-eight horns 

Theie is much to inteiest the visitoi m the old Tatai 
city of Kazan, with its foitiess oi lueml in, not to be eom- 
paied of couise with the manellous Kiemlin of Moscow, 
but still picturesque enough We lemamed, howevei, but 
a day and a half, dmmg which time it snowed and blew 
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gicat guns incessant!} . It was not under the most fatom- 
able circumstances, tliciefoie, that wo viewed the beauties 
and objects of mtcicst in the town. We found compensa- 
tion, howetei, in the hmuj of a good hotel— the Volga- 
Katna, named aftci the two liters near the junction of 
winch the citj of Karan stands Thcie were actually slicets 
upon the beds in which wo slept— a luxiuy which we had 
not eniojcd, except during oiu xisit to Mi. Vainfilofl, since 
leaving the Pacific coast 

On the morning of Wednesday, March 9, we once 11101c 
ensconced ouisehes 111 oui sledge with the comforting re- 
flection that we had now entered on the tciy last stage of 
our long sledge journey. Fiorn Karan to Nizhni Notgoiod 
the w intci load runs almost continuous!} along the fio7en 
w at eis of the Volga, only occasionally ascending the steep 
banks to change horses at a post-station, or sometimes 
cutting acioss a bend of the mei. ‘The waters of the 
Volga liter sj stem, ’Mr Ivennan tells us, * annually float 
nearly fite million tons of merchandise, and furnish employ- 
ment to set on thousand tessels, and neatly two bundled 
thousand boatmen’ And foi ‘annually ’ he might with 
equal truth hate sard * m seten months ’ For dunng the 
lest of the year the mei is a sheet of ice, and the only 
signs of this tast commerce to bo seen are the steamcis and 
sailing vessels lying frozen m by the slioies. A nanow 
winding waj along the ice foirns the sledging road, and 
all the test of the broad sheet of watei is unbiokcn snow. 
But along this sledge load theie was plenty of tiaffic, and 
the numeious villages on the banks relieved the monotony 
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<*f the scone In (lie afternoon of the second da} from 
Kn/an we u ached the little town of Vasil-Sm^k, and found 
it g,ul\ decked with the national cnloui in commomouition 
of the clowning of Alevamlei Alexnndiowch m 1881 At 
a little holt 1 (onneclcd with tin post-station we defied 
Lent and did lionoui to his Maje-dx in an excellent dinner, 
and shoitlx hefoie noon on the following dux the spues and 
doims of IsVlmi Xoxgoiod loomed into sight. 

The cit\ piosciitcda mix heautiful appcaiancc fiom tlio 
lnci, and the fan piomise was not hehed. On om left 
ns we tat tied up the wateis of the Oka Eixci lose the 
old town, with the kremlin in its midst, and limmnciablc 
domed dun dies glittciing in the sunlight, among them 
the gical cnthcdinl of Alcx.mdei Koxski. Commissioned 
to take us to a good hotel, oui join sink dashed up the hank 
to the light, and we weie soon making om wnj tluoiigli 
stiecl aftei .sticel of cnipt}, shutteied shops Foi we weic 
m tlio mnlbi of the fan town of Ni/.hni Noxgoiod, the town 
• which foi nine months of the }eai is a dcscil, and foi tlio 
lemammg Unco picscnts an aspect of commeicial activity 
hefoie winch the busy scene wo had witnessed at Ii bit pales 
into compaialnc insignificance. Picsently wo pulled up at 
the dooi of an hotel of shabby e,\lcnoi, and of which 
the duty intoiioi moio than fulfilled its outwaid piomise. 
Eevilmg om yemshik, wo lesoated oiuselves m oui sledge, 
lcciossed the Oka to the old town, and wcie soon quailcied 
in a comfoi table liosteliy 

Oui sledge journey w'as at an end Since leaving 
Vladivostok wo had tiax elled 5,407 miles 'by sledge, and 84 
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by taiantas Wo had sat behind neaily 1,100 hoises, and 
had changed hoises at 857 posting stations Including a 
stay of moic than a week at Tiuinen, and seveial shortei 
peuods of lest m the Sibenan towns tlnough which we had 
passed, we had occupied just twehe weeks m the journey, 
and dui mg this time we had spent close upon fifty nights 
m the open an, slielteied only by the hood of our open- 
fionted sledge The lest of oui journey was easy The 
lailwaj and the Calais-Dovei steameis now connected us 
dnectly with London Within two days we weie mspecting 
the gloiies of Moscow undei the fiiendly guidance of Mi 
Enieij', an Amencan mei chant of the Amiu Rivei, w'ho by 
a stiange coincidence happened to be staying in Moscow at 
the veiy hotel to which chance dnected oui steps We had 
letteis to Mi Emeiy fioin fuends m Chma and m England, 
but that gentleman had left Vladivostok foi England a few 
days befoie us Mi Emeiy is an old Sibenan tiavellei. 
He has many times sledged acioss the Asiatic continent, 
and has made one of the fastest sledge journeys on lecoid 
fiom Moscow to Iikutsk But he candidly admits that he 
piefeis the watei now, and hopes never to go by loadagam 
He had come by steamei fiom his home at Nikolaevsk, to 
Vladivostok, and thence by steamei again to Odessa , and 
by the time of his letuiu to his home m the East, the ports 
of Sibena would again be open to navigation 

We weie now withm thiee days’ leach of home, and 
could look back upon oui long wmtiy journey and endea- 
voui to make up oui minds whether it had been woith the 
doing Moie than one travellei w T ho has made part of the 
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snmoiiip m the months of fiosf am] snow has 1 ccorded, foi 
the benefil of those who might feel disposed to follow m his 
footsteps, his stiong opinion that the places of mteiest to 
be seen, thejdeasine lobe domed, and the Knowledge to ho 
ncquhed on such a journey me wholly msuflicicnt to com- 
pensate one foi its hardships, its discomforts, and its mono- 
tony . Did om o\]iei lence confirm then testimony ? It nnist 
be confessed that theie is much to ho said foi their new , hut, 
had it not been foi one sad lesultof om expedition, I should 
unhcsilatmgK luxe pi onounced against it That much of 
the join ney was monotonous, leadeis of tins xolinne mil not 
bexciy stiongh disposed to deny. That theic Merc times 
dunng the Intel weeks when we heartily wished ouisehes 
at our journey’s end, is frankly admitted But theie is a 
pleasuic m sledging through those xast solitudes, m the 
anival at stiange towns, in the thousand and one incidents 
of the journey , of which one does not easily tne ; and if one 
lias a fanly, ugoious constitution one can safeh disiegaid 
and, with the cold-defying appliances to he had in abundance, 
eien manago to enjoy, the ligoms of the climate. 

But tinfoi tunately Mi Uion was not endowed with a 
constitution fit foi such an enteipiise Ills spmt wns in- 
domitable It was he who had con con ed the project of the 
journey, and no warnings of fi lends would induce him to 
abandon it He knew liis health was feeble, but he did 
not know, what affcei events pioved to be the case, that ho 
had in him the geims of consumption. He had been advised, 
too, that the Sibenan climate would m all likelihood benefit 
his health lathei than endangei it, and foi a tune it seemed 
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that this opinion would he justified Thiough the intense 
cold of the eaily pait of the journey he appealed even to 
gam in strength and vigoui , and it was not till we had 
neaily leached the boideis of Euiope that his health began 
to give way Sledging up the Volga, he giew day by day 
weakei and moie unfit foi tiavellmg , but his spirit never 
failed him, even when theie came upon him at length the 
shock of knowing that m all human piobabihty he would 
leach home only to die One could not possibly have had 
a pleasantei companion, one moie cbeeiful undei tiying 
circumstances, 01 one gifted with a leadiei wit m ovei com- 
ing the petty difficulties which encounteied one at eveiy turn 
on such a journey He had left England scarcely more 
than a boy, and aftei ten yeais spent m Egypt and China 
he was letuining foi the fiist tune to spend a well-earned 
holiday with his family at home Often as we sat discuss- 
mg our half-thawed viands in the lonely post-stations 
he would dwell on the coming pleasiues of his visit to 
his native land, and plan out futuie voyages — a favouiite 
journey, which he would certainly have ventmed if his life 
had been spaied, being by the Caspian Sea, through Peisia 
to India, and so onwaid to the Fai East. His sad fate has 
cast a gloom upon the author’s memones of an expeiience 
the incidents of which it would otheiwise be an unmixed 
pleasure to lecail 
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